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Year 4 Newsletter – John Williams and Hans Zimmer Class 
 

Dear Parents and carers,  
 

Welcome to the Spring 1 term! We hope that you had a restful Christmas break. We are excited about all the learning 

taking place during this half-term. Please see below for an overview of this. 
 

Mrs Wrate and Mrs Bal 

 

Maths 

For our multiplication unit, children will continue 

learning to recall and use multiplication and division 

facts for multiplication tables up to the 12x12. They will 

recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity to 

calculate mentally and how to use efficient methods to 

multiply. They will use written methods to multiply and 

divide two- and three-digit number by a one-digit 

number. Children will also solve correspondence 

problems.  

For the area unit, children will find the area of rectilinear 

shapes by counting squares. They will then begin a 

fractions unit by recognise and showing families of 

common equivalent fractions. 

English 
 

The units of literacy this term are all related to our 

Ancient Egypt Topic. Children will research and write a 

newspaper article on Howard Carter’s discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb. They will then carry out research 

about life in Ancient Egypt and write a recount of a day 

in the life of an ancient Egyptian. Following this, children 

will look at ancient Egyptian creation myth and write 

their own version.  

 

In guided reading, children will explore leaflets, letters 

and compare myths, with a focus on how language is 

used to influence readers, making comparisons within a 

text and making inferences.   

Science 
 

Our Science topic is ‘Brilliant 

Bubbles’. Through this unit, 

the children will develop their 

‘working scientifically’ skills. 

They will carry out 

investigations where they will 

make and record detailed 

observations and plan a fair 

test.  The practical activities 

include making different 

bubble mixtures and 

investigating reactions.  

Topic 
 

Our Topic this term is 

Ancient Egypt. The 

children will learn about 

the importance of the 

River Nile for Egyptians,  

how Ancient Egyptians 

lived and worked, 

mummification and 

gods and goddesses. 

They will also ancient 

Egyptian inventions and 

achievements. 

Computing 
 

‘We are HTML editors’ 

is our unit in 

computing this term. 

Children edit HTML in 

webpages, use HTML 

tags and make a web 

page. Our online 

safety lesson will 

focus how our online 

content lasts forever.  

RE & PHSE 
 

Children will learn about 

Hindusim. They will learn about 

symbols, Ahimsa and how 

Hindus link their beliefs to the 

choices they make in England 

and around the world.   

‘Dreams and Goals’ is the focus 

in PHSE.  Children will think 

about how to achieve their 

goals, dealing with 

disappointment and their 

contributions towards 

achieving their goals.  

PE & Spanish 
 

PE is Tuesday for both Year 4 classes.  

Please ensure labelled PE kits, 

including PE shoes/trainers are in 

school for those days. Please ensure 

long hair is tied back and earrings 

are removed.  
 

This term in Spanish, John Williams 

class will continue to learn common 

greetings and how to talk about 

objects in the classroom, including 

using correct prepositions and 

indefinite articles. They will also 

review the vocabulary taught in Year 

3.  
 

Hans Zimmer class will start Spanish 

lessons after the February half-term 

break.  

Homework 
 

Homework is given out on Friday 

and is due in for the following 

Wednesday. This will include an 

open-ended task related to learning 

from the week, spellings and Maths 

homework, which is set on the 

Maths Factor website: 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login 
 

We ask that children also read daily 

for a minimum of 15 minutes and to 

an adult once a week.  
 

By the end of Year 4, children need 

to know all of the multiplication 

tables up to the 12x table. Please 

support your children by helping 

them learn these important number 

facts.  

Dates to remember 
 

•Monday 27th January 2020 

Zimmer Class trip to the British 

Museum 

 

•Wednesday 29th January 2020 

Williams Class Trip to the British 

Museum 

 

•Friday 14th February 2020 

School closes – Half Term Break 

 

•Monday 24th February 2020 

School opens 

 

•Thursday 27th February 2020 

Year 4 Trip to Tate Britain 

 

 

 
 


