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Vocabulary (Goldilocks words)

1 gargoyles
Is a statue that is 
attached to a building 
and is carved out of 
stone.

2
guardian a protector or 

defender of 
something

3 durable
able to withstand 
wear, pressure, or 
damage; hard-
wearing.

4
deter

to stop or discourage 
from some action

5 corrugated

(of a material or 
surface) shaped into a 
series of parallel 
ridges and grooves so 
as to give added 
rigidity and strength

Learning Context

Statues of real and fictional animals occur in 
many cultures both in the past and present. 

Examples include gargoyles on churches, figure 
heads on ships, totem poles, lions and dragons 
in temples. Some are friendly, some are funny, 
others are frightening. They can have different 
purposes – to guard, to protect, to impress, to 

amuse – and they always add to the visual 
richness of their environment. The learning 

context of this topic is that of the skill required 
to make them and the emotional response they 

evoke.  Children will be working in groups of 
five or six to design and make a statue of a 

creature to welcome visitors to the classroom 
during the day or act as a guardian “after 

school” and deter intruders.  The creatures may 
be friendly or fierce, real or fictional, but large 

enough to create an immediate impression. 

Which animal is real or fictional?

Interesting Facts about Gargoyles

Stone Gargoyles in Ancient Buildings
Gargoyles are a fascinating element of ancient buildings. These 

frightening, grotesque sculptures are most often associated with 
Medieval Churches and Cathedrals, but they were also used to great 

effect in Medieval English castles. Gargoyles are frightening and 
intimidating sculptures - perfect for the likes of great lords who built 
elaborate fortresses and castles in order to crush and intimidate the 
indigenous population. However, whilst gargoyles were included in 

the construction of many Medieval  buildings, they seem to be most 
prevalent on churches.

What is the purpose of Gargoyles?
The first is a practical purpose - gargoyles provided a method of 

drainage which protected the stones and the mortar of churches, 
cathedrals and castles from erosion. The number of Gargoyles added 

to buildings were numerous because dividing the flow of water 
minimized potential water damage.  The second purpose of 

gargoyles was as 'guardians' of the buildings in the form of fictional 
characters designed to represent, and to scare away evil or harmful 

spirits. Many Gargoyles were ugly characters, lots were also based on 
animals and mythological beasts such as lions, dogs, wolves, eagles, 

snakes, goats, monkeys, griffins and chimeras.

The gargoyles stick out from the sides of buildings, so the water 
lands away from the body of the building. This function is how 

gargoyles get their name, since the word “gargoyle” comes from 
the Latin gargula (throat) and the French gargouille (gurgle), this 

was because of the gargling sound of water coming from it. 
Gargoyles were originally designed in 13th century in France as a 

means of disposing of water. However, some gargoyles had another 
function. As decorations in churches and cathedrals, they were said 

to ward off evil spirits.


