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Year 5 Newsletter – Katherine Johnson and Charles K. Kao Classes. 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back, we hope that you are well rested and looking forward to the upcoming year. 
While these are uncertain times, we will be doing our best to ensure the children feel safe, secure 
and have access to the best possible curriculum, which is outlined below. Please do feel free to 
contact us with any questions.  
 
Miss Thompson and Miss Cheung 
 

Maths 
We will be starting the year with the reading, writing and 
understanding the place value of digits in numbers up to a 

million. This will include looking at Roman numerals.  
After this, we will be looking at the formal methods of 

addition and subtraction up to four digits, with a focus on 
mastering these to a greater depth and using our 

knowledge to solve word problems. Towards the end of 
the half-term, we will start work on statistics, graphs and 
time tables.  The children will also be taught a range of 

strategies that will help them complete a range of 
arithmetic questions. 

English 
We will begin the term by reading the book ‘The Boy 

who loved everyone’ by Jane Porter. There are themes 
of emotional honesty and intelligence throughout the 
book, which we will address with the children, before 

they write an alternative version. 
English for the rest of the term will focus around the 
book ‘Boy in the tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen. The children 
will be able to read and analyse the chapter book, as 

well as having several writing opportunities, which will 
be related to the book. This term, our focus will be 
practising various reading skills such as inference. 

Science 
This half term, children will 
be looking at the concept 

of light. This will build 
upon knowledge from 
previous years and will 

include looking at how the 
eye works. We will then 

move on to understanding 
the way light travels 

including reflection and 
the splitting of light. 

Children will carry out 
experiments to aid their 

understanding. 

Computing 
The children will learn 

more about 
communicating 

information securely 
through an introduction to 
cryptography (the science 
of keeping communication 

and information secret). 
They will investigate early 

methods of 
communicating over 

distances, learn about two 
early ciphers, and consider 

what makes a secure 
password. 

Topic 
This half term children will 

be looking at a local 
heritage site and make 
links to national events 
and periods in history. 

They will also study their 
local area and how it has 

changed over the past 100 
years. Through a study of 

their locality, they will also 
see how women, children 

and people of all 
backgrounds had a role to 

play in their history. 

RE 
RE this half term will focus 
on the religion of Sikhism. 

The children will learn 
about the gurdwara, the 
holy place of worship for 

Sikhs, and the Guru Granth 
Sahib, the holy book. They 

will learn about the 
different objects found in 
the gurdwara, how Sikhs 

show respect to their holy 
book and their place of 

worship and how the book 
came to be. 

PE 
 
 

 Wednesday - Johnson Class 
 

 Thursdays - Kao class 
 

On these days, children should 
come to school wearing their PE kit. 

This should include: a white or 
yellow T-shirt, black shorts or jogging 

bottoms, socks and trainers or 
plimsolls. 

Homework 
Children will be given weekly maths, 
spelling and comprehension or SPaG 

activities. The spellings will be 
practiced in class and at home 

throughout the week and tested the 
following Thursday. 

 
Maths homework is set on the 

Maths Factor website: 
www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login 

Dates to remember 
 

 Friday 23rd October – End of half 
term 

 Monday 2nd November – INSET 
day 

 
 
 

 


