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Year 5 Newsletter – Danny Elfman and Howard Shore class 
 

 

Dear Parents and carers,  

 

            Welcome back - We hope that you have had an enjoyable summer and are ready for the term 

ahead! This is our first newsletter of the year, which will give you an overview of the exciting learning 

taking place this Autumn term.  

 

Miss Cheung and Miss Thompson 

 

Maths 

We will begin the term by looking at place value for 

numbers up to 5 digits. We will then move onto roman 

numerals up to 1000, rounding to the nearest tens, 

hundred and thousands, before comparing and ordering 

numbers up to one million. Negative numbers and their 

position on a number line will then follow this. The 

children will then build on their knowledge of column 

method to add and subtract numbers with more than 4 

digits. Throughout the term, they will have numerous 

opportunities to apply their learning to word problems. 

English 

We will begin the term by researching about a famous 

composer and using this information to write a 

biography. Next, we will write a descriptive narrative 

based on a mystery object from the Prince Phillip 

Museum Collection. The children will then write up a 

final copy to give to the museum later this term. Finally, 

we will finish the term by writing a non-chronological 

report linked to a Greenwich landmark which played a 

role in WW2; This will link to the work we will be doing 

in Topic.  

Science 

This half term's topic is 

called ‘Classifying Critters.’ 

It will involve describing 

how living things are 

classified into broad 

groups based on 

similarities and 

differences.  We will then 

look at how these groups 

can be subdivided.  During 

this unit, we will carry out 

an experiment that 

involves cultivating our 

own micro-organism.  

Topic 

This half term we are 

looking at Greenwich 

during World War 2. This 

will involve comparing and 

contrasting life then and 

now as well as looking at 

how the local area was 

affected during the war. 

We will be focusing on RAF 

Kidbrooke, the Old Royal 

Naval College and the 

Royal arsenal in Woolwich. 

We will as look at 

commemoration.   

Computing 

The children will plan and 

code their own computer 

game, using Scratch.  They 

will design characters and 

backgrounds, which they 

will develop further based 

on feedback they receive. 

They will also create age-

appropriate online safety 

guidelines and they will 

have the opportunity to 

reflect on how their 

internet use has changed 

over the past year. 

RE & PHSE 

RE will focus on 

understanding religion in 

Greenwich. We will 

explore what is meant by 

faith and belief, and how 

the presence of different 

religions can support the 

community. In PHSE, the 

children will learn about 

direct and indirect bullying 

and strategies they can 

adopt to discourage this 

behaviour or support 

those that experience it. 

PE & Spanish 

 

PE is on Monday (Shore class) and 

Thursday (Elfman Class). 
 

Please ensure labelled PE kits, 

including PE shoes/trainers are in 

school for those days. Please ensure 

long hair is tied back. 

 

In Spanish, the children will be 

continuing to develop their language 

skills and gaining a wider 

understanding of the different 

cultures found in Spanish speaking 

countries around the world. 

Homework 

 

Homework will be handed out on 

Friday. This will either be a 

comprehension or grammar task. 

 

Weekly maths homework, is set on 

the Maths Factor website: 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login  

  

 We ask that children also read 

daily for a minimum of 15 minutes 

and to an adult once a week. 

 

Homework is due in for the 

following Wednesday. 

Dates to remember 

 

• Friday 13
th

 September 2019  

3.30pm Middle hall 

Osmington Bay residential 

meeting. 

 

• Week beginning 23
rd

 September 

Geo-referencing workshops 

taking place in school. 

 

• 2
nd

 October 2019 

Half-day trip to Prince Phillip 

Museum Collections in 

Kidbrooke  

 
 


