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Year 5 Newsletter – Southwark and Westminster Classes 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Welcome to the Autumn 1 term! We are delighted to welcome the children back after the summer break. 
We are excited about all the learning taking place at the start of Year 5; please see below for an overview 
of this. 
 

Ms Bal and Miss Thompson 
 

Maths 
 

We will be starting the year with the reading, writing and 
understanding the place value of digits in numbers up to a 

million. Children will learn to round numbers to the 
nearest 10, 100, 1,000, 10,000 and 100,000 They will also 

learn to count through 0 and find the difference between a 
negative and positive number as well as read and write 

Roman numeral up to 1,000.  After this, we will be looking 
at the formal methods of addition and subtraction up to 
four digits, with a focus on mastering these to a greater 
depth and using our knowledge to solve word problems. 
Towards the end of the half-term, we will start work on 
statistics, graphs and times tables.  The children will also 

be taught a range of strategies that will help them 
complete a range of arithmetic questions. 

English 
 

Our first unit for English will be a focus around the book 
‘Boy in the tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen. The children will be 
able to read and analyse the chapter book, as well as 
having writing opportunities related to the book. This 

includes a persuasive letter in the role of a character and a 
newspaper report about events in the book.  

The second text we will use for English lessons will be ‘The 
Undefeated’ by Alexander Kwame, which will form part of 

wider learning linked to Black History month.  
For reading this term, children will read extracts of texts 
linked to the whole class text. This will include an extract 

from ‘Clockwork’ by Phillip Pullman, The City Book by 
Lonely Planet Kids and news articles with similar events to 
those in ‘Boy in the Tower’. We will also analyse a poem 

called ‘Still I Rise’ by Maya Angelou.  

Science 
 

Our science topic is 
Properties and Changes of 

Materials. Children will 
compare and group 

materials based on their 
properties. They will 

explore reversible and 
irreversible changes. The 
kitchen is a great place to 

see these and it would 
support your child's 

learning if you could involve 
them in some cooking with 
you. They will also use their 
knowledge of solids, liquids 

and gases to separate 
mixtures. 

Humanities 
 

Our history topic is The 
Anglo-Saxon and Viking 

Struggle for Power. Children 
will learn about who the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 

were and how and why the 
invaded and settled in 
Britain. They will learn 

about why the Anglo Saxons 
and Vikings ruled over their 

own kingdoms in Britain 
and the impact this had. 

Anglo-Saxon and Viking life 
will also be explored as well 

as the legacy they left 
behind.  

Computing & Music 
 

Computing and Music will 
be taught in full week 

blocks and alternate each 
half term. For the first half 

term, music will be the 
focus, where children will 

explore folk songs.  
 

 For our online safety 
lesson, children will think 
about and write rules for 

staying safe online. This will 
build on work they have 
done in previous years 

about staying safe online.  

RE & RHSE 
 

RE this half term will focus 
on the religion of Sikhism. 

The children will learn 
about the gurdwara, the 
holy place of worship for 

Sikhs, and the Guru Granth 
Sahib, the holy book. They 

will learn about the 
different objects found in 
the gurdwara, how Sikhs 

show respect to their holy 
book and their place of 

worship and how the book 
came to be. In RHSE, we will 

learn about our rights as 
well others people’s and 

our responsibilities.  

PE & Spanish 
 

PE is on Monday for Westminster 
class and Wednesday for 

Southwark Class.  Please ensure 
children attend school in full PE 

kits on their PE day as we will not 
be changing at school. Please 

ensure long hair is tied back and 
earrings are removed. 

 

Weekly Spanish lesson will take 
place. This term, children will 
practice greeting people and 

describing people. 

Homework & Reading 
 

Homework is given out on Friday and due in 
for the following Wednesday. This will 
include SPaG (spelling, punctuation and 

grammar).  Reading comprehension will be 
set on Purple Mash. Maths homework will 
be set on My Maths and children also have 

access to Times Table Rockstars. 
 

We ask that children read daily at home for 
a minimum of 15 minutes and to an adult 

once a week. Children will be able to change 
books on Monday and Thursday to allow 
time for books to be quarantined before 

they are used again. 

Dates to remember 
 

Wednesday 15th September 
Parents to meet class teachers – 
Letter to follow 

Friday 22nd October 
End of Half Term – school closes 

 School opens Monday 1st 
November  

 


