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Year 5 Newsletter – Katherine Johnson and Charles K. Kao Classes. 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back! We hope that you have had a restful break and are looking forward to another 
busy term ahead. While these times continue to be uncertain and challenging, we will continue to 
do our best to ensure the children feel safe, secure and have access to the best possible 
curriculum, which is outlined below. Please do feel free to contact us with any questions.  

 
Miss Thompson and Miss Cheung 
 

Maths 
We will be starting the term with a focus on statistics. This 

will include interpreting and drawing line graphs and 
reading and interpreting two-way tables and timetables.  

After this, we will be looking at the formal methods of 
multiplication and division, and using these to solve multi-

step word problems. The children will continue to build 
on their times table fluency throughout the term which 
will greatly support them with this. We will then finish 

with area and perimeter. The children will learn different 
strategies to calculate the area and perimeter of various 

shapes including rectilinear and compound shapes. 

English 
English this term will continue to be focussed around the 
action and adventure book we started last term, ‘Boy in 

the tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen. 
 The children will continue to read and analyse the 

chapter book. We will focus on various reading skills 
throughout the term and there will be writing 

opportunities linked to the events in the story. The 
children will be able to share their opinions and make 
predictions based on evidence they have gained from 

reading the story, as well as having plenty of 
opportunities to build on their reading fluency. 

Science 
This half-term our topic 

will be materials and their 
properties.  

The children will be 
looking at reversible and 
irreversible changes. The 
kitchen is a great place to 

see these and it 
would support your child's 

learning if you could 
involve them in some 

cooking with you. They will 
also use their knowledge 

of solids, liquids and gases 
to separate mixtures. 

PSHE 
In PSHE this half term, the 
children will be looking at 
a unit of work in the Jigsaw 
scheme which is entitled 
Celebrating Difference. 
This unit will encourage 
the children to analyse the 
ways in which they are 
different on an individual 
level, as well as from a 
national and international 
perspective. We will also 
teach about how these 
differences can be used as 
a force for good. 

Topic 
Our topic this half term is 
Take One Picture.  All our 
learning will be centred 
around ‘No Woman No 

Cry’ -  a painting by a black 
British artist Chris Ofili. 

This is linked to our local 
history and borrows its 
title from a Bob Marley 

song, ‘No Woman, No Cry’ 
and is a tribute to Doreen 
Lawrence, the mother of 
Stephen Lawrence who 

was murdered in Eltham in 
1993. 

RE 
Our RE unit this half term 

will be ‘Christian Festivals.’ 
The children will learn 

about various festivals and 
their importance, how 

some festivals are 
associated with Jesus’ life 
and how the church helps 
Christians understand the 

meaning behind the 
different festivals. These 

festivals include Christmas 
and Easter, as well as 

festivals of reflection such 
as Advent and Lent. 

PE 
 
 

 Wednesday - Johnson Class 
 

 Thursdays - Kao class 
 
On these days, children should 
come to school wearing their PE kit. 
This should include warm clothing 
appropriate for the weather and 
trainers. 
 

Homework 
 
 

The children will be given weekly 
maths, spelling and comprehension 

or SPaG activities.  
 

The children will be tested on the 
spellings and their times table the 

following Thursday. 
 

Maths homework is set on the 
website: www.mymaths.co.uk   

Dates to remember 
 

 

 Friday 18th December 2020 
End of term 
 

 Monday 4th January 2021 
Inset – School is closed. 
 

 Tuesday 5th January 2021 
Children return back to school 

 
 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

