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Year 5 Newsletter – Danny Elfman and Howard Shore class 

 
Dear Parents and carers,  
 

Welcome to the Autumn 2 term! We hope that you had a restful and enjoyable half term! We are 

excited about all the learning taking place this term in the lead up to Christmas. Below is an 

overview of this. 
 

Miss Cheung and Ms Thompson 

 

Maths 

We will begin the term by reading, interpreting and 

drawing line graphs. The children will then move on to 

reading information from two-way tables and 

timetables.  They will then apply their timetables facts to 

find factors and multiples of a given number, as well as 

learn about prime, square and cube numbers. Next, we 

will multiply and divide a given number by 10, 100 and 

1000. We will then finish the term with perimeter and 

area. The children will calculate the perimeter and area 

of rectangles, compound shapes and irregular shapes. 

English 

We will begin the term by focussing on poetry. The 

children will learn and identify features found in poems, 

as well as develop their knowledge of metaphors, similes 

and personification. They will then apply these skills to 

write their own poem based on the painting ‘The Parting 

Cheer’ by Henry O’Neil. We will then write a diary entry, 

taking on the role of a character in the painting. We will 

finish the term by looking at formal language and 

persuasive language before the children write their own 

formal letter for an art gallery. 

Science 

This term, the children will 

learn about life processes 

that are internal to the 

body, such as the 

circulatory system, parts of 

the digestive system and 

how they transport fluids 

around the body. They will 

also be looking at the 

impact of lifestyle on their 

bodies. The children will 

consolidate and apply their 

learning through 

investigations. 

Topic 

Our topic this half term is 

‘Take One Picture’.  All our 

learning will be centred 

around ‘The Parting 

Cheer’, a painting by a 

Victorian artist Henry 

O’Neil. This is really 

exciting innovative topic 

which involves the study of 

migration and its impact 

on slavery and the modern 

world. The children will 

also create art focussed 

around the painting. 

Computing 

‘We are architects’ is the 

unit of learning this half 

term. Through this unit, 

the children will use the 

SketchUp software to 

create their own virtual art 

gallery after researching 

examples of art gallery 

architecture. They will also 

learn about online safety 

and that online behaviour 

can have real-life negative 

effects on other people, 

and its contribution to 

online bullying. 

RE & PSHE 

We will be looking at what 

it means to be a Christian 

in society, and the impact 

of Christian charities this 

term.  We will also learn 

about a famous Christian 

and how following their 

faith has impacted on their 

career. In PSHE, the 

children will be celebrating 

differences and will learn 

about different cultures 

and people in the 

developing world. 

Spanish 
 

In Spanish this term, the children 

will complete their cultural project 

and then begin to focus on the 

spoken language. 

 

Homework 
 

Homework will be handed out on 

Friday. This will either be a 

comprehension or grammar task. 

 

Weekly maths homework, is set on the 

Maths Factor website: 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login 

  

 We ask that children also read daily 

for a minimum of 15 minutes and to 

an adult once a week. 

 

Homework is due in for the following 

Wednesday. 

Dates to remember 
 

• Tuesday 5
th

 November 

Trip to the Queens House 

(Elfman class only) 

 

• Wednesday 6
th

 November 

Trip to the Queens House 

(Shore class only) 

 

• Wednesday 6
th

 November 

Henwick’s Toast to the National 

Roast’s Day 
 

• Thursday 19
th

 December 

End of term – 2pm finish. 

PE 
 

PE is on Monday (Shore class) and 

Thursday (Elfman Class). 
 

Please ensure labelled PE kits, 

including PE shoes/trainers are in 

school for those days. Please 

ensure long hair is tied back. 

 
 


