
Henwick Primary School 
Executive Headteacher: Mrs L Lazell 

Acting Co-Headteachers: Mrs K Fowle & Ms C Lotriet 
Henwick Road, Eltham, SE9 6NZ 

 
Tel: 020 8856 8627 

 

 

Year 5 Newsletter – Katherine Johnson and Charles K. Kao Classes 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year! We hope that you have had a safe and restful break and your loved 
ones are well, and may the New Year bring a renewal of hope, optimism and strength. While these times 
continue to be challenging and with a shift to online learning, we are, as always, committed to ensuring 
the children have access to the best possible curriculum. Below is an outline of this.  
 
Ms Thompson and Mrs Cheung 
 

Maths 
This half term, we will be focusing on two main units – 

multiplication and division and fractions.  
The children will learn how to multiply and divide whole 

numbers and decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. We will then 
move onto the formal written methods for multiplication 
and division; they will learn to multiply 4-digit numbers by 

1-digit and 2-digit numbers, as well as divide numbers 
with remainders. We will then move onto fractions. The 

children will be able to find and identify equivalent 
fractions, and convert between improper fractions and 

mixed numbers, and vice versa. 

English 
English this term will focus on the book, “The Boy At The Back Of 
The Class” by Onjali Q. Rauf. It is a powerful story of kindness and 
hope, as well as a celebration of courage and friendship. We will 
continue to build on various reading skills throughout the term 
and there will be extended writing opportunities linked to the 

events in the story and where children can apply their own 
imagination and creativity. The children will also be able to share 
their opinions and make predictions, as well as having plenty of 

opportunities to build on their reading fluency, stamina and 
confidence to read aloud. 

Science 
This half term, our Science 

unit is properties of 
materials. This will follow 
on from last half-term’s 
unit. It will start with a 

recap of forces, focusing 
on magnetism and then 

look at how we can group 
different materials based 

on their properties, 
including their 
transparency, 

conductivity and 
response to magnets. It 

will include some 
investigation work.  

PSHE 
In PSHE, the children will 
be thinking about their 

hopes and dreams for the 
future and the skills they 
will need to make these 

dreams a reality. They will 
think about possible 

careers they would like 
and the different steps 

they will need to take to 
achieve this. Children will 

also reflect on how people 
from different cultures 

may have different goals 
and expectations to them. 

Topic 
Our topic this term has a 
history focus: ‘Exploring 

Benin’s Big Picture of the 
Past’. The children will 
learn about important 

events in Africa’s history 
and how the West African 
kingdom of Benin thrived 
during the Middle Ages - 

pioneering bronze 
metalwork. They will 

analyse evidence, drawing 
on rich artistic sources and 

the written accounts of 
early European visitors.  

RE 
Our RE unit this half term is Hindu 
Gods and beliefs. The children will 

learn about the multiple gods of 
the religion, which are expressions 

of the supreme God, Brahman.  
They will also learn about the 

trimurti (the three most significant 
forms of the supreme God), 

ashramas (the four stages of life) 
and the Hindu beliefs of life and 
death, including reincarnation.  

Dates to remember 
 
 

● Monday 4th January 2021 
Inset – School is closed. 

 
● Tuesday 5th January 2021 
Key worker children return back to school. 

 
● Friday 12th February 2021 
Last day of term. 

 

 


