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Year 5 Newsletter – Howard Shore and Danny Elfman Classes 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New Year and thank you for all your best 

wishes and on-going support.  

The topics the children will be covering are outlined below, as ever if you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to speak to us.  

 

Miss Thompson and Miss Cheung 

 

Maths 

This half term the children will be learning to use 

formal multiplication and division methods so that 

they can effectively calculate 4-digits by 4-digits. We 

will then move on to fractions where the children will 

be learning to multiply proper fractions and mixed 

numbers by whole numbers, supported by materials 

and diagrams. Towards the end of this half-term the 

children will look at reading, writing, ordering and 

comparing numbers with up to three decimal places.  

As normal all of these topics will include word  

problems so the children become use to using maths 

in context. 

English 

This term we will be looking at aspects of structure and 

language features of non-chronological reports, narratives 

and explanation texts based on our topic ‘Ancient Greece’.  

In SPaG, we will be focussing on paragraphing, 

subordinating conjunctions, different forms of verbs, 

relative pronouns and clauses and a range of punctuation 

and cohesive devices including colons, semi-colons, dashes, 

etc. Reading will continue to be taught daily with a focus on 

developing comprehension skills. The children will analyse 

ways of answering different comprehension questions and 

we will provide them with techniques and strategies to 

access a wide range of text types. 

Science 

This term the children will 

be looking at electricity. 

This will include 

recognising and using 

symbols to draw simple 

circuits. They will also be 

constructing circuits and 

investigating how to vary 

different components, for 

example the brightness of 

a bulb or the volume of a 

buzzer.  

Topic 

Our topic this half term 

is ‘Ancient Greece.  

Children will use a wide 

range of sources to 

research and make 

presentations on who 

the Ancient Greeks were 

how the Greek empire 

changed and grew. They 

will also explain in detail 

the legacy of Ancient 

Greece on modern day 

Britain. 

 

Computing 

This half term children will 

be exploring blogging, 

they will have the chance 

to share their own 

experiences and express 

their opinions.   

RE 

Our RE unit this term is 

Belonging to the Buddhist 

community. Through this 

unit, the children will learn 

about the Buddha, places of 

significant meaning and how 

Buddhists aim to lead a good 

life. 

PE 

Shore: Monday 

Elfman: Thursday 

 

Please ensure that children have 

their P.E. kit in school. 

Homework 

Children will be given weekly maths, 

comprehension or SPaG activities. 

The spellings will be practiced in 

class and at home throughout the 

week and tested the following 

Friday. 

Maths homework, which is set on 

the Maths Factor website: 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login 

 

Dates to remember 

 

End of term: 14
th

 February 2020 

 

Back to school: 24
th

 February 2020 

 


