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Year 6 Autumn 1 Newsletter 
Tallis and Debussy classes 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome to the start of our new academic year at Henwick Primary School! We hope you and your child had a restful 
and enjoyable summer holiday. As ever, we have plans for an exciting and challenging year ahead. We hope that 
your child is settling in well to the new routines and high expectations we have set. Should you have any concerns 
whatsoever, please do not hesitate to contact us in school. We have lots of interesting and new topics to cover this 
term with a particular focus on ‘The Local History Study’. Here is a summary of the work we will be covering: 
 

Maths 
Our focus this term will be on place value of 

numbers up to 10,000,000 and in decimals up 
to 3 decimal places, and in using a range of 

written methods to solve problems involving all 
four operations (addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division). We will also be 
working on fractions, decimals and 

percentages in greater detail. It is vital for the 
children in Year 6 to be confident in number, 
especially in knowing their times tables up to 

12 x 12 – please encourage your child to 
practise these regularly at home. 

 

English 
This term we shall be looking at aspects of structure and language 
features of biographical writing, narratives based on the mystery 
object and non-chronological reports.  In SPaG we will be focusing 
on adverbials to add cohesion, expanded noun phrases, 
paragraphing and a range of punctuation and cohesive devices 
including brackets, dashes, commas, colons, semi-colons, etc. 
Reading will be taught daily with a focus on developing 
comprehension skills. The children will analyse ways of answering 
different comprehension questions and we will provide them with 
techniques and strategies to access a wide range of text types. 

Science 
This half-term's topic is 

called ‘Classifying 
Critters’. It will involve 
describing how living 
things are classified 
into broad groups 

based on similarities 
and difference. We will 
also look at how these 

groups can be 
subdivided.  During 

this unit, we will carry 
out an experiment that 
involves cultivating our 
own micro-organism. 

Topic 
Our topic this term 
has a history focus. 
We will have an in 
depth study of the 
history of our local 
area. This is really 
exciting innovative 

topic which involves 
the study of the local 
heritage sites and we 

will explain what 
makes them special. 

Computing 
This half term, the computing unit will 

have a programming focus and children 
will be learning how to code commands 

in the text-based programming 
language, Python, which will build on the 

previous programming work they have 
completed in more visual programming 

languages like Scratch. They will use 
their new knowledge and skills to code 
their own text-based adventure game, 

where the player can decide what 
happens next. Their separate online 

safety lesson will centre around creating 
age-appropriate online safety guidelines 

for year 6 children and they will also 
have the opportunity reflect on how 

their internet use has changed over the 
past year. 

 

RE  
RE will focus on 

understanding religion 
in Greenwich. We will 
explore what is meant 
by faith and belief, and 

how the presence of 
different religions can 

support the 
community. 

PE & Spanish 
PE lessons will be on Fridays. A PE kit 
which includes: a white or yellowT-
shirt, black shorts, socks, trainers or 

plimsolls to change into will be 
required. Please make sure that your 
child’s PE kit is in school on this day. 

Homework 
Children will be given weekly maths, 

comprehension or SPaG activities. 
The spellings will be practiced in 

class and at home throughout the 
week and tested the following 

Friday. 
 

Dates to remember 

 23
rd

 September 2019 - Yr 6 
Intensive Swimming Lessons. 

 25
th

 September 2019 – 
Georeferencing Workshops. 

 


