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Homework Policy 
 
At Henwick we find that homework can be an emotive subject and one that divides opinion; 
some parents/carers want more of it, some parents/carers disagree with it in principle whilst 
some parents/carers struggle to find the time to fit it in. 
 
Therefore, it is our policy that although we will provide homework as outlined in the guidelines 
below, homework is not compulsory and children will never be punished at school for not 
completing it. 
 
However we do know that help with home learning, particularly reading, can have a positive 
impact on a child’s progress.   
 
Guidelines  
Nursery: 
● Parents are asked to read daily with their child. 
● Parents are asked to make observations/communication using the WOW board, which is 

updated on a regular basis. 
 
Reception: 
● Parents/carers are asked to read daily with their child and fill in the home reading book and 

communicate using the WOW board. 
● Parents are asked to use the Jolly Phonics Sound Pack – reinforcing sounds and words learnt 

in class. 
● A simple task relating to the weeks learning will be given. 
 
Years 1 & 2: 
● Parents/carers are asked to read daily with their child.  
● Children in Year 1 will be given the grapheme/phoneme from their daily phonics lesson and 

asked to complete work linked to this. Children in Year 2 will be given spellings to learn 
which will be assessed in class. 

● A weekly task will be set on The Maths Factor website www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login. 
 
Years 3 & 4: 
● Children are asked to read daily, either with a parent/carer or independently  
● Children will be given weekly spellings to learn which will be assessed in class. 
● Children are given a choice of open-ended tasks to complete in their Learning Journal that 

relates to their learning that week. 
● A weekly task will be set on The Maths Factor website www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login. 
 
Years 5 & 6: 
● Children are asked to read daily for a minimum of 15 minutes, and to an adult once a week. 
● Children will be given weekly spellings to learn which will be assessed in class. 
● A weekly reading comprehension or punctuation/grammar task will be given. 
● A weekly task will be set on The Maths Factor website www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login. 
 
On occasion teachers may set research type topics or activities over the holidays if they think it 
will aid the children’s enjoyment of learning. 
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Children may be given feedback on homework in a variety of ways including verbal, written and 
class discussions.  
 
The Maths Factor 
The Maths Factor is a home-school online maths resource which we have bought a subscription 
to for all children in Years 1-6.   
 
Your child’s maths teacher will set the modules so they relate to what is currently being taught in 
their maths lessons. Each session comprises of a video, a fun warm-up activity and then a more 
formal exercise at the end. 
 
The resource also has information and videos for parents relating to the module that your child 
has been set so you are kept in the loop about what strategies they are learning and practising. 
You can also click on ‘Learning History’ to see how your child is getting on at any time.  
 
Pearson, who make The Maths Factor, have found that children who regularly completed 15 
minute sessions on a daily basis dramatically accelerated their maths learning. Those who 
completed an average of three or more sessions a week saw their 'maths age’ advance by an 
average of 19 months in one year. Completing five or more sessions per week saw an even 
greater acceleration of maths age, by an average of 25 months in one year. It is very much about 
practicing maths little and often. 
 
To log in, simply go to www.activelearnprimary.co.uk and enter your child’s login details, please 
see your child’s class teacher if you do not have the login details. 
 
If your child does not have access to the internet at home, please let your class teacher know so 
they can find a similar paper based task. 
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