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The SEND Code of Practice 
is statutory guidance for 
organisations that work with 
and support children and young 
people with special educational 
needs and disabilities. It is a set 
of guidelines that the DfE say 
local authorities and schools 
should follow.

The SEND Code of Practice is the official guide 
for teachers who work with children who have 
Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
and focuses on a family-centred system of care 
and education which spans four broad areas of 
special education needs and support:
1.Communication and interaction
2.Cognition and learning
3.Social, emotional and mental health
4.Sensory and/or physical needs
The SEND Code of Practice contains 
details of the legal requirements that 
education professionals must follow 
without exception, and statutory 
guidance that must be followed unless 
there is a good reason not to.
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The SEND Code of Practice is maintained and 
published by the Department for Education (DfE) and 
both mainstream and special schools must have 
regard to the Code. The current version of the Code 
does not distinguish between primary and secondary 
school environments.
The SEND Code of Practice is broken into several 
sections, most have been included here for reference:

•The principles underpinning the Code
•The provision of impartial information, advice and 
support
•Working together across education, health and care 
for joint outcomes
•The local available provisions that your local 
authority must provide
•Early Years providers; Schools
•Preparing for adulthood from the earliest years
•Education Health and Care needs assessments and 
plans (EHC)

You can find the SEND Code of 
practice 
by using this link:

https://www.gov.uk/government
/publications/send-code-of-
practice-0-to-25

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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The principles
The principles that the SEND Code of Practice 
works to ensure that SEND provision has regard to 
the views, wishes and feelings of the child or young 
person and their parents, the importance of the 
child or young person participating as fully as 
possible in decisions, and the need to support the 
child or young person and their parents to help 
them achieve the best possible educational and 
other outcomes.
These principles help with early identification of 
the child’s needs and facilitates early intervention 
to give the best support possible, as well as 
collaboration between education, health and social 
care services. By following the principles, 
educational professionals ensure the most 
successful preparation for adulthood, including 
independent living and employment where possible.
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Impartial information, advice and support
This section of the Code covers the provisions that 
local authorities must arrange for children with 
SEN or disabilities for whom they are responsible. 
This includes information and advice about 
matters relating to their SEN or disabilities, such 
as matters regarding health or social care and 
management of personal budgets. These provisions 
must also be made known to the local schools.
These support services should be impartial, 
confidential and accessible, and should have the 
capacity to handle face-to-face, telephone and 
electronic enquiries, and recognise the different 
needs of children, young people and their parents.
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Working together across education, health and 
care
This chapter of the Code outlines the scope of joint 
commissioning arrangements and how local partners 
in health and care should work with schools to meet 
local needs and support better outcomes, covering 
services such as specialist support and therapies. This 
means that health care teams can work with schools 
to deliver medications, clinical treatments, speech 
and language therapy, assistive technology, mental 
health support, personal care, physiotherapy, 
specialist equipment, emergency provision, and 
whatever other care needs a child has while under a 
teachers care.

The Local Offer
This chapter explains the duties of local authorities to 
develop provisions for young people with SEN or 
disabilities. This includes the need to provide clear, 
comprehensive, accessible and up-to-date information 
about how to access the available 
provisions, and to directly involve 
disabled children and those with 
special needs in the development of 
these provisions. Local authorities have 
an obligation to include schools, colleges, 
health services and other institutions 
in their development of the Local Offer.
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Early years providers
The SEN Code of Practice has a separate section for 
Early Years providers which sets out the action these 
institutions should take to meet their duties in 
identifying and supporting children with special 
educational needs, whether or not they have an 
Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan.
All children at Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) are 
entitled to an education that enabled them to achieve 
the best possible educational outcomes and become 
confident young children with a growing ability to 
communicate their own views and become ready to 
transition into compulsory education. There must be 
arrangements in place to support children with SEN or 
disabilities and should also include an approach to 
identifying and responding to SEN, as the benefits of 
early identification are widely recognised to improve 
long-term outcomes for children.
In particular, it is important that practitioners listen 
and understand when parents express concerns about 
their child’s development, as parents know their child 
best. The support provided by the EYFS
provider can include specialist support 

from health visitors, educational 
psychologists, or speech and language 
therapists, as well as training for 
teachers and parents in using early
learning programmes to promote 

development.
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Schools
All children and young people at school are entitled to 
an education which is appropriate to their needs and 
promoted high standards and the fulfilment of 
potential, enabling them to achieve their best and 
make a successful transition to adulthood. Every 
school is required to identify and address the SEN of 
the pupils they support and should have a member of 
the governing body with specific oversight of the 
school’s arrangements for SEN and disability. (This 
person will be the designated Special Education Needs 
Co-Ordinator, or SENCO.)
The identification of special needs should be built into 
the overall approach to monitoring the progress and 
development of all pupils. Schools should not delay in 
putting in place extra teaching or other rigorous 
interventions designed to secure better progress, 
where required. The pupil’s response to such support 
can help identify their particular needs.
Schools may be required to involve specialists when 
deciding how to support children with special needs, 
to do this quickly and effectively, they should work 
closely with the local authority and other providers.



Making sense 
of SEND

What is The SEND Code of Practice?

Preparing for adulthood from the earliest years
High aspirations are crucial to the success of all 
pupils, and discussions about longer term goals should 
start as early as possible – focusing on the child’s 
strengths and capabilities and the outcomes they 
want to achieve as they transition to adult life. 
Supporting a young person with SEN to achieve 
greater independence and employability can be life 
transforming. All professionals working with the 
young person should share these high aspirations and 
have a good understanding of what support the young 
person will need – whether they’re transitioning to 
higher education, employment, and/or independent 
living.
From Year 9 onwards, young people with SEN should 
be encouraged to participate in the community and 
aim for employment and independent living through 
the curriculum and extra-curricular provision. Schools 
and teachers should seek partnerships with 
employment services, business and other 
organisations to help children understand 
what is available to them and what is 
possible for them to achieve.
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Education Health and Care needs assessments and 
plans (EHC)

The purpose of an EHC plan is to make special 
educational provision to meet the needs of the child 
or young person, and to secure the best possible 
outcomes for them. The local authority must conduct 
an assessment of education, health and care needs 
when it considers that it is necessary for special 
educational provision to be made for the child or 
young person.


