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21st September 2026

Dear Parents/Carers

PD Days
School will be closed on:
· Friday, 25th September 2026
· Monday, 26th July 2027
· Tuesday, 27th July 2027
· Wednesday, 28th July 2027

New Entrance Arrangements
As you will be aware, over the summer holidays a number of improvements were made to the school site. The Blossom Room has now been relocated to a classroom at the rear of the school and benefits from its own dedicated outdoor play area.
As a result of these changes, KS1 and KS2 pupils should now enter school through the main entrance door from the school playground.
When dropping your child off, please say goodbye to them at the entrance door and allow them to enter school independently. These arrangements are in place to ensure the safety and security of all children and to help us monitor who is entering and leaving the building at all times.
We appreciate your cooperation and support in helping us maintain a safe environment for everyone in our school community.

School Car Park
We have noticed that the school car park becomes extremely busy at drop-off and collection times. The safety of our children, families and staff is always our priority, and we would appreciate your support in reducing congestion around the school site.
Where possible, please consider walking to school or parking a short distance away and walking the remainder of the journey. Reducing the number of vehicles entering the car park will help minimise traffic, improve visibility and reduce the risk of accidents.
If you do need to use the car park, please drive slowly, be mindful of pedestrians and cars reversing.
Thank you for your cooperation and support in helping us keep all members of our school community safe.

Uniform
The children have been coming to school looking really smart in their school uniform. Thank you!
We would like to remind everyone that our school uniform consists of:
· White or light blue collared polo shirt (with or without the school logo) - Required
· Royal blue sweatshirt/cardigan (with or without the school logo) - Required
· Grey or black trousers, leggings, skirt, culottes, shorts or pinafore dress - Required
· Light blue and white checked dress for summer, if desired - Optional
· Sensible school shoes, trainers or winter boots - Required
If parents wish to purchase sweatshirts, cardigans or polo shirts with the school logo, these can be ordered through the school office. Alternatively, non-branded clothing in the school colours may be purchased from supermarkets and other retailers.
School also has a Pre-Loved Uniform Shop, which is readily available for any parent to access free of charge.

PE
All children from Reception to Year 6 will take part in PE every Monday.
Children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) will also have an additional PE session every Wednesday.
Each child has been provided with a school sports top, which should be worn on their PE days. Please ensure that this is worn with their school sweatshirt or cardigan and not with a non-uniform jumper or hoodie.
Children should also wear:
· Plain dark-coloured shorts, leggings or tracksuit bottoms
· Trainers or suitable PE shoes
Please ensure that your child comes to school dressed appropriately for PE on the correct days so that they can participate fully in all activities.
Thank you for your support.

Stay and Play Toddler Sessions
The Stay and Play Toddler Group has now moved from a Monday to a Tuesday afternoon. The next session will be tomorrow from 1.30 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. in the school hall and will continue every Tuesday thereafter.
Please note that access to the school hall will now be through the main school doors. You will not be able to gain access until the allocated start time of 1.30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to come along with their babies and toddlers, enjoy a cuppa and a chat, while the little ones play.

Coffee Mornings
Our coffee mornings are still running on Monday mornings. They take place in the staffroom from 8.45 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. and are open to all parents and members of the wider community in The Clarences.
Everyone is welcome to attend. It is an ideal opportunity to socialise, enjoy a warm and friendly environment, and receive refreshments free of charge.
A range of services have been attending to provide advice on housing, energy bills, health and other topics, which has proved very successful.

After-School Clubs
There are two after-school clubs available. The Multi-Sports Club will start on Thursday, 24th September, and Roller Skating will commence on Tuesday, 6th October 2026. These clubs are available to children in Classes 3 and 4.

	Day
	Activity
	Start Date
	Time

	Tuesday
	Roller Skating
	Tuesday, 6th October
	3.15 - 4.00 p.m.

	Thursday
	BCT Multi-Sports
	Thursday, 24th September
	3.15 - 4.00 p.m.



Just Dance
Children in Years 1 to 6 are welcome to attend our popular Just Dance sessions from 8.30 a.m. each morning.
These fun and energetic sessions provide a healthy and enjoyable start to the school day while promoting fitness, confidence and wellbeing.
Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate children in Reception and younger due to staffing ratio requirements and the level of supervision needed during the sessions. We appreciate your understanding and support.



Wraparound Care
Wraparound Care continues to be available in school as part of a Government initiative to help parents return to work. 
We currently offer:
· 8.00 a.m. to 8.40 a.m. each morning
· 3.15 p.m. to 4.15 p.m. after school
There is a charge for this service:
· £2.50 per child for morning sessions
· £1.25 per child for afternoon sessions
We have tried to keep these charges as low as possible to support families who require Wraparound Care.
The Government also provides assistance with childcare costs for eligible parents. To find out more, please visit:
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk
Our current Wraparound Care provision is meeting the needs of our families; however, if your circumstances change in the future, please contact the school to discuss your requirements.
Please note that there will be an additional charge for care provided after 4.15 p.m.
Half-Term Holiday
School breaks up for half-term on Friday, 23rd October and reopens on Monday, 2nd November 2026.
Dates for Your Diary
	Date
	Event

	Monday, 21st September
	Class 4 swimming until Thursday, 24th September

	Monday, 21st September
	Coffee Morning in the staffroom, 8.45 a.m. - 10.30 a.m. and every Monday thereafter

	Friday, 25th September
	School closed for PD Day

	Friday, 9th October
	KS2 Girls Wildcats, Bede Sixth Form College

	Tuesday, 13th October
	KS2 SEND Boccia, Queens Campus

	Wednesday, 21st October
	Class 4 Sports Hall Athletics, Queens Campus

	Friday, 23rd October
	Last day in school before half-term

	Monday, 2nd November
	School reopens

	Tuesday, 10th November
	KS1 Festival, Queens Campus

	Friday, 13th November
	Year 5/6 Football (A team will be chosen), Bede Sixth Form College

	Tuesday, 17th November
	Year 3 Sports Hall Athletics, Queens Campus

	Tuesday, 1st December
	Snappy Music, KS2 children, Thornaby Pavilion

	Thursday, 17th December
	KS2 visit to The Forum to see the pantomime Sleeping Beauty

	Friday, 18th December
	Last day in school before Christmas holidays

	Monday, 4th January 2027
	School reopens

	Monday, 4th January – Friday, 15th January
	Class 3 Swimming

	Friday, 12th February
	Last day in school before half-term

	Monday, 22nd February
	School reopens

	Thursday, 25th March
	Last day in school before Easter holidays

	Friday, 26th March
	Bank Holiday

	Monday, 12th April
	School reopens

	Monday, 12th April - Friday, 16th April
	Year 5 Residential Trip to Derwent Hill

	Monday, 3rd May
	Bank Holiday

	Friday, 28th May
	Last day in school before the two-week half-term break

	Monday, 14th June
	School reopens

	Wednesday, 16th June - Friday, 18th June
	Class 3 Residential Trip to Whitby

	Monday, 21st June – Friday, 2nd July
	Class 2 Swimming

	Friday, 23rd July
	Last day in school before summer holidays

	Monday, 26th July
	PD Day

	Tuesday, 27th July
	PD Day

	Wednesday, 28th July
	PD Day



Kind regards,
N Caraher
Principal
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