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Music Development Plan 

Summary 
 
Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, and life to everything… 

Without music, life would be an error. 

(Plato) 

Overview  
 

Detail  Information  

Academic year that this summary covers   2024 - 2025 

Date this summary was published   June 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed   July 2025 

Name of the school music lead   Lindsay Cadman 

Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for 

music (if different)  
Diane Smales 

Name of local music hub    Sheffield 

Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in 

place)   
Rock Steady 

Doubleday Music 

  

Our ambition is simple! 

For ALL children… 

 To develop a love of and a passion for music.  

 To have a broad range of musical experiences to support future decision making. 

 To acquire the basic skills and knowledge to support them on their musical 

journey. 

WHY? 

Music can… 

✓ Support children in being active and therefore healthier. 

✓ Relieve stress. 

✓ Help to develop social skills and a sense of community and togetherness. 

✓ Be empowering and can create a sense of wellbeing and positivity. 

✓ Support development of children's mathematical and language skills 

✓ Help to develop children's listening skills. 

✓ Stimulate children's brain connections and help to deepen understanding in other 

areas of learning. 

Music has no barriers and can reach across social, cultural and global boundaries. 

Music is non-judgmental.  

There is no right or wrong, it just is what it is.  

Listening to and playing different types of music nurtures self-esteem and 

encourages creativity, self-confidence and curiosity. 
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1. Curriculum Music – our core offer to all 

 
The Model Music Curriculum was used as a starting point has for the HGPS Music Curriculum. 
The HGPS Music Curriculum embeds the four key features of Singing, Listening, Composing and 
Performing. Specific musical elements are a key focus throughout the music programme, with a 
range of genres built in to provide children with a broad musical experience. 
 
HGPS Music curriculum is based on a progression plan – Progression Through Percussion. 
 
Musical elements are introduced and embedded through the development of percussion, 
utilising a range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments: Djembe Drums, Boom Whackers, 
Chime Bars, Triangles, Xylophones. 
 
Basic skills and knowledge are developed through a consistent focus on ‘Create, Collaborate, 
Compose’ which begins with the individual, (Create) builds up to pairs and small groups 
(Collaborate) to creating whole composition with others. (Compose) 
 
As skills and knowledge develops, notes, scores, and chords, including the Pentatonic Scale are 
introduced.  
 
Progression Through Percussion is delivered by class teachers each week for approximately 
one hour in total.  
 
Progression in music is supported by whole class teaching, delivered by specialist music 
teachers. Instruments are loaned out to deepen skills and allow practice time at home. 
 

- Y2 – Pea Buzzers 
- Y3 – Violins 
- Y5 – Brass 

 
This is delivered through partnerships with the Sheffield Music Hub and a private Music Teacher 
– Doubleday Music. 
 
To deepen listening skills and broaden experiences in Music, each class, each term focus on a 
Listening and Appreciation Study. This is carefully planned across the year groups and utilises 
the BBC Ten Pieces for children website. 
 
Progression in music is supported by weekly singing lessons and music in assemblies for 
each key stage.  
 
Across the whole of our music curriculum, SEND children are given full and equal access, with 
support appropriate to their needs.  
 
To facilitate our ambition of all children having equal access, whole class lessons are funded fully 
by the school, so no child is disadvantage. 
 
The range of musical experiences and progression in learning is celebrated with each class 
creating their own music journal. This is passed on to each year group to showcase the music 
offer over time for each class. 

 
 
2. Co-Curricular Music – additional opportunities outside of the core offer 
 
Children are offered additional individual and/or small group lessons outside of the allotted 
curriculum time. This helps support individual talents and allows some pupils to take exams with 
certain instruments: brass, violin, keyboard. Whilst this involves an additional contribution from 
parents, it is subsidised by school to allow more children who are keen, to be involved.  
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As children progress, they are able to access qualifications and awards appropriate to their level. 
 
HGPS has an award-winning choir at the heart of our music offer. Children from all year groups 
are very welcome to join. Regular practices take place, with a range of public performances 
across the school year.  
 
Each year, the choir take part in Young Voices and Fox Valley Music Festival, as part of a 
celebration of singing and music.  
 
HGPS annual Music Festival showcases a range of talents, with performances from individuals, 
small ensembles, and whole class pieces. To offer a broad experience of music, a number of 
professional musicians also perform for the community. 
 
Once every week, Rock Steady introduces music skills through playing and performing with a 
band. The children have the opportunity to be on vocal, keyboards, guitar and drums. This is an 
additional contribution from parents; however, bursaries are utilised to support disadvantaged 
pupils who want to be involved.  

 
 
3. Musical Experiences – additional opportunities for all pupils to enjoy music in the wider 

curriculum. 

 
Through the year, a planned programme of performances, involving all children supports and 
embeds a range of musical experiences. 
 

• F2/KS1 perform a nativity musical during the autumn term 

• Lower KS2 perform an Easter musical during the spring term 

• Y5 perform a musical during summer term 1. 

• Y6 perform an end of year musical during summer term 2. 
 
All these events are free for families to enjoy, with opportunities for individuals to showcase 
singing and/or musical talents. 
 

• F2 and Y1 attend a local Pantomime performance during January every year.  
 
For this, there is a voluntary contribution requested from parents, in line with other class visits. 
Support is offered in line with our Charging and Remissions Policy. 

 
 
4. Future Development 
 

1. Review of Progression through Percussion programme. Ensure clarity around 
expectations for each year group.  
Timescale – September 2024 
 

2. Incorporate key objectives for Brass and Pea Buzzer lessons (Sheffield Music Hub) 
Timescale – September 2024 
 

3. Explore options for possible theatre visits/musical performances for academic year 
224/25. 
Timescale – ongoing throughout the year. Sheffield Theatres. 

 
 

 


