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Whole school vocabulary overview - History 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS All about me 
Family   
Mum   
Dad  
Sisters/ brothers  
House  
celebration  
 

People who help us 
Doctor 
Nurse 
Firefighter 
Police Officer- 
Teacher 
Postman / Postwoman 
Paramedic 
Baker 
Cleaner 
Lifeguard 
 
What can I find out about my hometown? 
Local area  
Community  
Park  
Shop  
Building  
Transport  
Road  
People (e.g., firefighter, police officer, teacher)  
Nature (e.g., tree, flower)  
Services (e.g., post office, library)  
 

How have children’s lives changed? 
Now   
Past  
Long ago  
Different  
Similar  
Then   
Present 
 

 Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B 

KS1 Unit: What might have 
caused the Great fire of 
London?  
Great Fire of London  
Samuel Pepys  
Diary  
Spread  
Cause  
Bakery  
Fire hooks  
Drought  
Wooden houses  
Sources  

Unit: What amazing 
things did Mary Anning 
discover? 
Change  
Discovery 
 Different                       
Scientist   
Event                             
Fossil  
History  
Past  
Similar  
Timeline  

Unit: How have toys 
changed? What toys did 
my parents play with? 
Toy 
Past 
Present 
Old-fashioned 
Modern 
Material 
Wood 
Plastic 
Clockwork 
Battery 

Unit: What was (our) 
school like in the past? 

beyond living memory  

living memory  

period  

School 

Unit: How did the Wright 
Brothers invent, build and 
fly the world’s first 
successful aeroplane? 
Wright brothers 
Invent 
Aeroplane 
Flight 
Propeller 
Engine 
Wings 
Glider 
Kitty Hawk 

Unit: How have hospitals 
changed? 
 
nurse  
hospital  
war  
Crimean War  
First World War  
hygiene  
brave/bravery  
remember/memorial  
help/care  
change/improve  
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 Source  

Painting  
Evidence  
Significant   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Classroom 

Punishment  

Desk  

Rows 

Experiment 
 

 

 

LKS2 Unit:  What do local 
sources and artefacts 
reveal about the 
impact of the cotton 
industry/ industrial 
revolution on 
people's lives in 
Lancashire? 
Industry 
Factory 
Cotton 
Mill 
Industrial Revolution 
Invention 
Coal 
Steam engine 
Child labour 
Lancashire 

 

Unit:  What does 
Skara Brae tell us 
about life in the 
Stone Age? 
Skara Brae 
Stone Age 
Prehistoric 
Settlement 
Archaeologist 
Artefact 
Hut 
Hunter-gatherer  
Tools 
Orkney 

 

Unit: What do 
ancient artefacts 
teach us about the 
beliefs of ancient 
civilizations?  What 
does 'The Book of the 
Dead' tell us about 
Ancient Egyptians 
believed? 
Civilisation 
Belief 
Religion 
Gods 
Temple 
Tomb 
Mummy 
Ritual 
Priest 
Symbol 
Book of the Dead 
Afterlife 
Pharaoh 
Sarcophagus 
Hieroglyphics 
Canopic jars 
Anubis 
Weighing of the 
heart 
Papyrus 
Spell 

 

Unit: What were the 
consequences of 
Boudica's resistance 
to the Romans? 
Rebellion Iceni  
Roman Empire  
Conquest  
Tacitus Fortification 
Empire Civilization  
Invasion  
Consequences  

 

Unit: How did the 
Maya reflect world 
beliefs in their 
inventions? 
Maya 
Temple 
Pyramid 
Calendar 
Hieroglyphs 
Sacrifice 
Maize 
Astronomy 
Ball game 
Codex 

 

Unit:  How did the 
Anglo-Saxons settle 
in Britain?  
What does Sutton 
Hoo reveal about 
Anglo-Saxon life? 
Anglo-Saxons  
Invasion 
Settlers  
Migration  
Kingdoms  
Artefacts  
Burial mound  
Chronology  
Monarch  
Legacy  

 



Higher Walton C of E Primary School – Vocabulary Progression  

 

 

 

UKS2 
Unit:  Was Henry VIII 
a fair ruler or a 
tyrant? 
bias  
democracy  
enslaved  
enslaver  
heir  
merchant  
parliament  
perspective  
propaganda  
sovereign  
state  
tyrant  

 
 
 
 

Unit: Is it fair to 
describe all Vikings 
as brutal invaders? 
balanced viewpoint  
impression  
inference  
Jorvik  
observation  
primary source  
secondary source  
Stereotype  
Artefact  

 

Unit:  How have 
punishments for 
crimes, in Lancashire, 
changed over time? 
Crime 
Punishment 
Stocks 
Prison 
Transportation 
Execution 
Fines 
Court 
Reform 
Justice 

 

Unit:  What values 
were of importance 
to the Athenians and 
Spartans? 
How did these values 
influence their 
different styles of 
leadership? 
assembly  
constitutional 
monarchy  
democracy  
direct democracy  
ethics  
government  
period  
philosophy  
oligarchy  
representative 
democracy  
Athenian  
Spartan  
Oligarchy   
City states  

 
 

Unit:  What caused 
the evacuation of 
children (to the local 
area) during WWII? 
Evacuation 
World War Two 
Evacuee 
Air raid 
Gas mask 
Rationing 
Blackout 
Host family 
Lancashire 
 
Anderson shelter 

 

Unit: Why was 
Lancashire involved 
with the 
Transatlantic slave 
trade? 
How did the slave 
trade affect the 
rights of enslaved 
people? 
Why did the abolition  
committee start 
meeting in 1787? 
Transatlantic Slave 
Trade  
Triangular Trade  
Cotton/ Mills  
Enslaved  
Plantations  
Resistance  
Industrial revolution   
Abolition  
Boycott  
Legacy  
Lancashire  

 


