
HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Communication & Language - Speaking  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

• Uses single words or short 
phrases to express needs. 
• Echoes familiar words and 
phrases. 
• Uses gestures and facial 
expressions to communicate. 
 

• Uses short phrases and begins 
to link ideas (e.g. “I go park”). 
• Uses new vocabulary linked to 
celebrations and routines. 
• Begins to describe what they 
see or do using 4–6 word 
sentences. 
 

• Retells parts of familiar stories 
using story language. 
• Uses longer sentences to 
describe characters and events. 
• Begins to use connectives like 
“and” or “because.” 
 

• Describes animals and natural 
changes using full sentences. 
• Asks and answers questions 
using topic vocabulary. 
• Uses talk to explain ideas and 
act out stories. 
 

Reception 
 

• Repeats modelled sentences. 
• Begins to direct speech to 
adults and peers. 
• Uses basic vocabulary to 
express needs and interests. 
 

• Speaks in full sentences during 
group time. 
• Uses vocabulary linked to 
celebrations and stories. 
• Shares ideas in role play and 
small group discussion. 
 

• Retells stories using expressive 
language. 
• Uses conjunctions to explain 
ideas. 
• Holds back-and-forth 
conversations with peers and 
adults. 
 

ELG – Speaking: 
Participates in discussions, 
offering ideas using recently 
introduced vocabulary. 
Expresses ideas and feelings 
using full sentences with past, 
present, and future tenses. 
Uses conjunctions and descriptive 
language confidently. 
 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Communication & Language – Listening, Attention and Understanding  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

• Listens to short stories with 
support. 
• Responds to name and familiar 
routines. 
• Watches others during play. 
 

• Listens to stories and joins in 
with repeated phrases. 
• Follows simple two-step 
instructions. 
• Begins to take turns in 
conversation with adult support. 
 

• Listens to longer stories and 
recalls key events. 
• Responds to “who,” “what,” 
and “where” questions. 
• Begins to follow group 
discussion with support. 
 

• Listens attentively in small 
groups. 
• Responds to “why” and “how” 
questions with support. 
• Understands and follows multi-
step instructions in familiar 
contexts. 
 

Reception 
 

• Listens briefly in a group. 
• Responds to simple 
instructions. 
• Begins to engage in short 
conversations. 
 

• Listens attentively during group 
time. 
• Responds to questions with 
relevant comments. 
• Follows instructions with two or 
more steps. 
 

• Listens and responds in 
discussions and role play. 
• Understands sequencing in 
stories and instructions. 
• Maintains attention during 
longer activities. 
 

ELG – Listening, Attention and 
Understanding: 
Listens attentively and responds 
with relevant questions, 
comments, and actions. 
Follows instructions involving 
several ideas or actions. 
Maintains attention in a range of 
situations. 
 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Building Relationships  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Plays alongside others and 

begins to notice peers.  
• Forms attachments with key 
adults. 

• Begins to share and take 
turns with support.  
• Shows interest in others’ 
play. 

• Talks about friends and 
begins to cooperate in shared 
play.  
• Uses story play to explore 
relationships. 

• Takes turns more 
consistently.  
• Shows empathy and care for 
others and living things.  
• Reflects on what they are 
proud of. 

Reception 
 

• Builds friendships and begins 
to work cooperatively.  
• Seeks adult support when 
needed. 

• Shows kindness and respect 
for others.  
• Begins to resolve conflicts 
with support. 

• Works and plays 
cooperatively.  
• Shows understanding of 
others’ perspectives. 

ELG – Building Relationships:  
• Works and plays 
cooperatively.  
• Forms positive attachments 
to adults and friendships with 
peers.  
• Shows sensitivity to their 
own and others’ needs. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Managing Self  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Begins to separate from 

carers with support.  
• Explores new environments 
with encouragement. 

• Chooses activities and 
begins to express preferences.  
• Starts to manage toileting 
and handwashing with 
support. 

• Takes responsibility for small 
tasks (e.g. tidying, helping a 
friend).  
• Begins to try new activities 
with encouragement. 

• Shows independence in 
managing personal needs.  
• Sets simple goals and works 
towards them (e.g. “I want to 
grow a sunflower”). 

Reception 
 

• Selects and uses resources 
with support.  
• Begins to manage personal 
hygiene routines. 

• Tries new activities and 
begins to show confidence in 
new situations.  
• Talks about healthy choices. 

• Shows independence and 
perseverance in the face of 
challenge.  
• Explains the reasons for 
rules and routines. 

ELG – Managing Self:  
• Confident to try new 
activities.  
• Shows independence, 
resilience, and perseverance.  
• Manages own hygiene and 
understands healthy choices. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Self Regulation  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Expresses basic emotions 

(e.g. happy, sad) using 
gestures or single words.  
• Begins to notice others’ 
feelings. 

• Names simple emotions with 
adult support.  
• Begins to follow simple 
routines and respond to visual 
cues. 

• Talks about how characters 
feel in stories.  
• Begins to manage transitions 
with support.  
• Starts to solve small social 
problems with adult help. 

• Talks about their own 
feelings and begins to 
understand others’ emotions.  
• Shows increasing ability to 
wait, take turns, and follow 
group expectations. 

Reception 
 

• Identifies basic emotions 
and uses emotion check-ins.  
• Begins to follow classroom 
rules with reminders. 

• Describes feelings and uses 
strategies to manage them 
(e.g. calm corner, breathing).  
• Follows routines with 
growing independence. 

• Explains reasons for rules 
and begins to regulate 
behaviour in different 
contexts.  
• Shows resilience when 
facing challenges. 

ELG – Self-Regulation:  
• Shows understanding of 
their own feelings and those 
of others.  
• Regulates behaviour 
accordingly.  
• Waits for what they want 
and controls impulses.  
• Follows instructions 
involving several ideas or 
actions. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Physical Development – Gross Motor  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
  Moves freely in open 

spaces.  
 Climbs, crawls, and 

balances with support.  
 Explores movement 

through play. 

 Joins in with movement 
songs and dances.  

 Moves with control during 
group games.  

 Begins to show awareness 
of space and others. 

 Moves like story 
characters (e.g. stomping, 
tiptoeing).  

 Uses climbing and 
balancing equipment with 
more control.  

 Pedals trikes or pushes 
scooters with direction. 

 Shows stamina and 
coordination during 
outdoor play.  

 Moves like animals (e.g. 
crawling, hopping).  

 Joins in with obstacle 
courses and movement 
games. 

Reception 
 

 Jumps, runs, and climbs 
with confidence.  

 Begins to throw and catch 
with support.  

 Shows awareness of space 
and others. 

 Balances on different 
body parts.  

 Throws underarm and 
overarm with increasing 
accuracy.  

 Climbs under, over, and 
through equipment. 

 Travels in a variety of 
ways (e.g. rolling, 
hopping).  

 Adjusts speed and 
direction to avoid 
obstacles.  

 Performs basic gymnastic 
rolls. 

 ELG – Gross Motor Skills:  
 Negotiates space and 

obstacles safely.  
 Demonstrates strength, 

balance, and coordination.  
 Moves energetically, 

including running, 
jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping, and 
climbing. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

 



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Physical Development – Fine Motor  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
  Explores materials like 

dough, sand, and paint.  
Begins to use chunky tools 
(e.g. crayons, spoons).  

 Starts to put on coats and 
shoes with support. 

 Uses large arm 
movements to make 
marks.  

 Holds tools with 
increasing control. 

 Manipulates small objects 
like beads or sequins. 

 Uses small tools to create 
props or puppets.  

 Strengthens hand muscles 
through squeezing and 
rolling.  

 Begins to form lines and 
circles in mark making. 

 Uses scissors with 
support.  

 Forms recognisable 
shapes or letters in 
sensory media.  

 Manages zips, buttons, 
and cutlery with support. 

Reception 
  Uses one-handed tools 

with support.  
 Begins to form 

recognisable letters.  
 Manages basic hygiene 

routines. 

 Improves fine motor 
strength through daily 
activities.  

 Begin to use correct pencil 
grip and posture.  

 Dresses and undresses 
with support. 

 Uses a range of small tools 
with control.  

 Forms letters correctly 
and with care.  

 Fastens own coat and 
manages belongings. 

 ELG – Fine Motor Skills:  
 Holds a pencil effectively 

using tripod grip.  
 Uses a range of small tools 

including scissors, 
paintbrushes, and cutlery.  

 Shows accuracy and care 
when drawing. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



 

HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Literacy - Comprehension 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
  Listens to short stories 

with adult support.  
 Shows interest in books 

and pictures. 

 Joins in with repeated 
phrases and actions in 
familiar stories.  

 Begins to talk about what 
happens in a story. 

 Retells parts of familiar 
stories using props or 
pictures.  

 Talks about characters 
and settings. 

 Uses story language in 
play.  

 Talks about what might 
happen next in a story.  

 Begins to compare stories 
and recall key events. 

Reception 
 

 Listens to and recalls key 
events in familiar stories.  

 Begins to answer simple 
questions about texts. 

 Retells stories using 
sequencing and 
expressive language.  

 Begins to make 
predictions and 
inferences. 

 Talks about the structure 
of stories and compares 
characters.  

 Uses vocabulary from 
books in discussion and 
play. 

 ELG – Comprehension: 
 Demonstrates 

understanding of what 
has been read by retelling 
stories and narratives 
using their own words and 
recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

 Anticipates key events.  
 Uses and understands 

vocabulary during 
discussions and role play. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Literacy – Word Reading  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

 Recognises their name 
and some familiar logos or 
signs.  

 Enjoys joining in with 
rhymes and songs. 

 Begins to hear and match 
initial sounds in words.  

 Recognises environmental 
print (e.g. signs, labels). 

 Begins to hear syllables in 
words.  

 Recognises some letters, 
especially in their name. 

 Joins in with rhyming 
stories and songs.  

 Begins to blend and 
segment orally with 
support. 

Reception 
 

 Recognises and reads 
their name.  

 Begins to blend CVC 
words using taught 
phonemes. 

 Reads simple words using 
phonic knowledge.  

 Recognises some tricky 
words. 

 Reads short captions and 
sentences.  

 Applies phonic knowledge 
to decode unfamiliar 
words. 

 ELG – Word Reading:  
 Says a sound for each 

letter of the alphabet and 
at least 10 digraphs. 

 Reads words consistent 
with phonic knowledge by 
blending. 

 Reads aloud simple 
sentences and books 
including some common 
exception words. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Literacy - Writing 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

 Explores mark making 
using a range of tools.  

 Makes marks with 
meaning (e.g. pretend 
writing). 

 Makes marks for a 
purpose (e.g. cards, lists).  

 Begins to form lines and 
circles. 

 Uses marks to represent 
characters or events.  

 Begins to form 
recognisable letters with 
support. 

 Writes their name with 
some recognisable letters.  

 Labels drawings and 
begins to write simple 
words. 

Reception 
 

 Writes their name using 
correct letter formation.  

 Labels pictures using 
initial sounds. 

 Writes CVC words and 
simple captions.  

 Begins to use finger 
spaces and full stops. 

 Writes short sentences 
using phonic knowledge.  

 Begins to spell tricky 
words independently. 

 ELG – Writing:  
 Writes recognisable 

letters, most correctly 
formed. 

 Spells words by identifying 
sounds and representing 
them with letters. 

 Writes simple phrases and 
sentences that can be 
read by others. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Mathematics - Number  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Recites number names to 3 

in songs and play.  
• Begins to notice quantity 
(e.g. “more,” “gone”). 

• Counts objects to 3 with 1:1 
correspondence.  
• Begins to match numerals to 
small quantities.  
• Uses number words in play. 

• Counts to 5 and begins to 
recognise numerals.  
• Begins to understand that 
the last number said 
represents the total.  
• Subitises to 3. 

• Counts to 5 and beyond.  
• Subitises to 4 or 5.  
• Begins to compare 
quantities using “more” and 
“fewer.” 

Reception 
 • Counts objects to 5 

accurately.  
• Begins to recognise 
numerals to 5.  
• Matches numerals to 
quantities. 

• Counts, compares, and 
orders numbers to 10.  
• Begins to recall number 
bonds to 5.  
• Uses part-whole language 
(e.g. “3 and 2 make 5”). 

• Adds and subtracts within 10 
using concrete resources.  
• Begins to recall some 
number bonds to 10.  
• Uses number lines and tens 
frames. 

• ELG – Number:  
• Has a deep understanding of 
numbers to 10, including 
composition.  
• Subitises to 5.  
• Recalls number bonds to 5 
and some to 10, including 
doubles. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Mathematics – Numerical Pattern  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Notices simple patterns in 

the environment.  
• Begins to sort and group 
objects. 

• Repeats simple AB patterns 
using objects or actions.  
• Begins to compare size and 
length using everyday 
language. 

• Orders objects by size or 
weight.  
• Begins to use positional 
language (e.g. “on,” “under”).  
• Matches shapes and notices 
similarities. 

• Creates own AB patterns.  
• Begins to use language of 
time and measure (e.g. “long,” 
“full”).  
• Recognises and names basic 
2D shapes. 

Reception 
 

• Sorts and compares objects 
by size, shape, and quantity.  
• Repeats and continues 
simple patterns. 

• Explores odd and even 
numbers.  
• Uses positional language 
accurately.  
• Begins to explore doubling 
and halving. 

• Recognises and extends 
more complex patterns.  
• Compares quantities and 
uses mathematical language.  
• Begins to explore sharing 
and grouping. 

• ELG – Numerical Patterns:  
• Verbally counts beyond 20.  
• Compares quantities up to 
10.  
• Explores and represents 
patterns within numbers to 
10, including evens, odds, 
doubles, and equal groups. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Talks about their home, 

family, and pets.  
• Begins to notice differences 
and similarities between 
people. 

• Takes part in simple 
celebrations and talks about 
special times.  
• Begins to understand that 
people celebrate in different 
ways. 

• Talks about people who help 
us and their roles.  
• Begins to understand that 
people live in different places. 

• Names animals and people 
from different countries.  
• Begins to talk about 
different ways of life. 

Reception 
 

• Talks about their community 
and familiar places.  
• Begins to name people who 
help us. 

• Describes cultural 
celebrations and traditions.  
• Talks about places of 
worship and special places. 

• Compares life in different 
countries using stories and 
maps.  
• Talks about similarities and 
differences between 
communities. 

• ELG – People, Culture and 
Communities:  
• Describes their immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, 
stories, and maps.  
• Knows some similarities and 
differences between religious 
and cultural communities.  
• Explains some differences 
between life in this country 
and other countries. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



 

HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Understanding the World – The Natural World  
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

• Explores natural materials 
like leaves, mud, and water.  
• Notices changes in weather 
and surroundings. 

• Talks about seasonal 
changes (e.g. autumn, dark 
nights).  
• Explores light and shadow 
through play. 

• Observes plants and animals 
outdoors.  
• Talks about growth and 
change (e.g. seeds, flowers). 

• Describes animals and their 
habitats.  
• Begins to classify and 
compare living things. 

Reception 
 

• Talks about what they see in 
the natural world.  
• Begins to use vocabulary like 
“grow,” “change,” and 
“weather.” 

• Describes seasonal changes 
and natural phenomena.  
• Talks about how to care for 
living things. 

• Observes life cycles and 
changes over time.  
• Uses scientific vocabulary in 
context. 

• ELG – The Natural World:  
• Explores the natural world, 
making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals 
and plants.  
• Knows some similarities and 
differences between 
environments.  
• Understands key processes 
and changes, including 
seasons and states of matter. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Understanding the World – Past and Present 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

• Talks about family members 
and familiar routines.  
• Begins to use language 
related to time (e.g. “now,” 
“later”). 

• Begins to notice changes in 
the environment (e.g. autumn 
leaves).  
• Talks about special times in 
their own life. 

• Talks about characters and 
events in traditional tales.  
• Begins to compare past and 
present in stories. 

• Uses story play to explore 
past events.  
• Begins to talk about how 
things have changed (e.g. 
“when I was a baby”). 

Reception 
 

• Talks about their family and 
shares memories.  
• Begins to use vocabulary 
related to the past. 

• Describes events from their 
own life and compares them 
to others.  
• Talks about how people 
lived “a long time ago.” 

• Understands that some 
stories are set in the past.  
• Talks about changes over 
time (e.g. toys, homes, 
transport). 

• ELG – Past and Present:  
• Talks about the lives of 
people around them and their 
roles in society.  
• Knows some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now.  
• Understands the past 
through settings, characters, 
and events in books and 
storytelling. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Expressive Arts and Design – Creating with Materials 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

• Explores colour, texture, and 
materials through messy play.  
• Begins to make marks and 
manipulate tools. 

• Uses simple tools and 
materials to make models and 
pictures.  
• Explores light, sparkle, and 
colour in creative activities. 

• Builds with a range of 
materials and textures.  
• Begins to plan what they 
want to make and choose 
materials. 

• Uses tools with increasing 
control.  
• Creates animal models, 
collages, and nature-inspired 
art.  
• Begins to talk about what 
they have made. 

Reception 
 

• Uses a variety of materials 
and tools with support.  
• Begins to explore colour 
mixing and texture. 

• Plans and creates purposeful 
artwork.  
• Uses tools and techniques 
with increasing control. 

• Combines materials and 
media to create effects.  
• Begins to evaluate and adapt 
their work. 

• ELG – Creating with 
Materials:  
• Safely uses and explores a 
variety of materials, tools, and 
techniques.  
• Shares creations, explaining 
the process.  
• Uses props and materials 
when role-playing narratives 
and stories. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Expressive Arts and Design – Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 

• Joins in with familiar songs 
and rhymes.  
• Begins to engage in pretend 
play. 

• Uses props and costumes in 
role play.  
• Sings songs linked to 
celebrations and stories. 

• Retells stories using puppets 
and small world.  
• Begins to invent own 
storylines in play. 

• Acts out animal stories and 
performs songs.  
• Uses instruments and 
movement to represent ideas. 

Reception 
 

• Sings familiar songs and 
explores musical instruments.  
• Engages in imaginative role 
play. 

• Retells and adapts stories 
through drama and small 
world.  
• Performs songs and dances 
for others. 

• Invents and recounts 
narratives with peers.  
• Uses expressive language 
and movement. 

• ELG – Being Imaginative and 
Expressive:  
• Invents, adapts, and 
recounts narratives and 
stories.  
• Sings a range of well-known 
songs.  
• Performs songs, rhymes, 
poems, and stories with 
others, moving in time with 
music. 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 

  



HIGHER WALTON CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Skills Progression 

Religious Education 
Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Nursery 
 • Recognises familiar adults 

and routines.  
• Begins to talk about 
themselves and their family.  
• Listens to simple stories with 
support. 

• Talks about what makes 
them special.  
• Takes part in Harvest, Diwali, 
and Christmas celebrations.  
• Listens to Bible stories and 
stories from other faiths. 

• Talks about special times 
and how others celebrate.  
• Begins to understand simple 
messages in stories (e.g. 
kindness, helping).  
• Joins in with Easter and 
Mother’s Day activities. 

• Talks about their own 
experiences and those of 
others.  
• Retells parts of religious 
stories using props or pictures.  
• Begins to reflect on what 
makes people, places, and 
beliefs special. 

Reception 
 • Talks about their identity 

and family.  
• Begins to understand the 
idea of belonging.  
• Retells simple religious 
stories. 
 

• Describes special times and 
places (e.g. church, home).  
• Takes part in Nativity and 
other celebrations.  
• Talks about values in stories 
(e.g. love, forgiveness). 
 

• Reflects on how stories 
relate to their own lives.  
• Talks about similarities and 
differences in beliefs and 
traditions.  
• Uses story language and 
vocabulary from RE. 
 

• Understands that people 
have different beliefs and 
celebrations.  
• Explains what makes people 
and places special.  
• Shows respect and curiosity 
about different faiths and 
traditions. 
 

 On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track On Track Not on track 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 



Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Characteristic Stage Baseline End of Autumn End of Spring End of Summer 

Playing and Exploring 

(Finding out and exploring, playing with 

what they know, being willing to ‘have a 

go’) 

Nursery 

Shows curiosity about 

objects and people.  

Explores new resources 

with support. 

Engages in open-ended 

play.  

Begins to choose 

activities independently. 

Uses familiar resources 

in new ways.  

Tries new experiences 

with encouragement. 

Initiates play and explores 

confidently.  

Combines resources and 

ideas in imaginative ways. 

 Reception 

Selects resources with 

support.  

Begins to explore new 

activities. 

Chooses activities 

independently.  

Shows curiosity and asks 

questions. 

Explores new challenges 

with confidence.  

Uses prior knowledge in 

new contexts. 

Initiates and adapts play.  

Shows sustained interest 

and willingness to take 

risks. 

Active Learning 

(Being involved and concentrating, 

keeping on trying, enjoying achieving 

what they set out to do) 

Nursery 

Focuses on self-chosen 

activities briefly.  

Enjoys praise and 

encouragement. 

Persists with tasks when 

supported.  

Begins to show pride in 

achievements. 

Returns to activities to 

deepen learning.  

Begins to manage 

distractions. 

Shows resilience and keeps 

trying.  

Celebrates success and 

effort. 

 Reception 

Maintains focus for 

short periods.  

Seeks adult support 

when challenged. 

Persists with tasks and 

begins to self-correct.  

Shows motivation to 

complete activities. 

Sets simple goals and 

works towards them.  

Begins to reflect on their 

own learning. 

Demonstrates 

independence and pride in 

achievements.  

Sustains concentration and 

effort over time. 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

(Having their own ideas, making links, 

choosing ways to do things) 

Nursery 

Tries different ways to 

do things.  

Begins to solve simple 

problems in play. 

Makes simple choices 

and decisions.  

Begins to talk about 

what they are doing. 

Notices patterns and 

links in experiences.  

Begins to plan and test 

ideas. 

Thinks through problems 

and tries new strategies.  

Explains their thinking with 

support. 

 Reception 

Chooses ways to do 

things with support.  

Begins to talk about 

ideas. 

Plans how to approach 

tasks.  

Makes links between 

experiences. 

Thinks of different ways 

to solve problems.  

Explains ideas and 

choices. 

Reflects on learning and 

adapts strategies.  

Shows originality and 

flexible thinking. 

 


