
Hillside Primary School and Nursery

“Achieving Greatness Together”

Friday 8th November 2024

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to school! It has been a positive transition with new 

clubs launched, good attitudes to learning and themed Maths and 

Writing lessons to support engagement.

On Monday, Mrs Box led an assembly to introduce our 'Talk 

money'  focus.  Linking maths to real life contexts is a priority for us 

and lessons focused on budgeting and spending this week.

Throughout the week, all writing lessons have been focused on, 

'Shadow Stories,' linking literacy and Science. The children have 

created their very own stories alongside a shadow theatre to 

enhance their story telling skills. Keep an eye next week for photos 

of the children sharing their stories!

Wishing you a lovely weekend. Next week we are continuing to 

promote our zero approach to anti bullying. Thank you for all your 

ongoing support!

Don't forget it''s our 'Odd Socks Day' on Tuesday to celebrate that 

we are all different and unique.

Best wishes,

Mrs Wass
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We are a listening school!

Thank you for the 117 recent responses to our 

survey. We are grateful for your feedback which 
supports our ongoing school development and this 

will be discussed during our Parent Council 

meeting next week. .

Next steps:

Awareness of bullying. Although the feedback was 

approximately 90% positive, we are continuing to 

develop awareness in this area.  We are supporting 

Anti Bullying week next week  which is themed ' 
Choose respect'.  Although we take action all year 

to bring an end to bullying.  Help us to STOP 

bullying. If you have any concerns, please speak to 

your child's class teacher so we can swiftly deal 

with any issues to prevent bullying.
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On Friday 15th November we will be raising money for 
Children in Need.

Children can come to school in non-uniform and we will be 
doing a variety of sponsored sports!

This year for Children in Need we are using a website called ‘runPudsey’, 
this enables you to register an account for your child where you and 

others will be able to donate. Every child who registers and raises money 
through this will receive a medal as a thank you for their contributions!

Below is a step-by-step guide on how to register, following this link:
https://www.runpudsey.co.uk/school/hillside-primary-school

https://www.runpudsey.co.uk/school/hillside-primary-school
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Outdoor learning at Hillside Primary!

We highly value the benefits of the outdoor environment to 

enhance learning, mental health and wellbeing, and develop 

environmental awareness. We are keen to extend our outdoor 

learning opportunities.

Here are some recent updates in EYFS,outdoor learning area 

on the KS2 field and our new outdoor learning classroom.
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Talking Money at Hillside

Did you know?

A 2013 study from Cambridge University indicated that financial habits 
are formed by the age of seven. The research suggests that children 

have often formed core behaviours by the age of seven which they will 
take into adulthood and could affect financial decisions for the rest of 
their lives.

This week children across the school learnt about the importance of 
money in different contexts for the different ages. Children were highly 

engaged in real life discussions of money and how it affects them. In 
EYFS children were in role playing shops, exchanging money for goods. 

All children learnt about clever financial decisions as well as how money 
can make us feel. In years 5 and 6 children learnt about budgeting, bank 
accounts and saving. A fantastic and engaging day of money math 

lessons!



Why good attendance and punctuality  

matter?

High attainment depends on good attendance.

Have you logged into to the Arbor app to check 

your child's attendance? If their attendance is 

98% or above we refer to this as 'excellent' and 

gold level. Between 95% and 97.9% is 'green' -

which is a good level attendance. If attendance 

is below 95% then this is a concern, as this is 

below the national level. Below 90% is a 

serious concern and a 'red' level.

Click on this link and learn how to find out your 

child's latest attendance figure.

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-

us/articles/203856191-Attendance-on-the-

ParentPortal-and-Parent-

We have recently noticed an increase in the 

number of children arriving late to school. 

Please refer to page  8 and 9. 

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/203856191-Attendance-on-the-ParentPortal-and-Parent-
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/203856191-Attendance-on-the-ParentPortal-and-Parent-
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/203856191-Attendance-on-the-ParentPortal-and-Parent-




Success really does start with 

attendance

We support first!

We want every single one of our children to be an 

Attendance Hero:

Here

Everyday

Ready

On time

Target 96%

Every day counts!

2M 98.21%, 4G 97.16%, 5C2 96.12%, 5C1 95.97%, 4C 95%, 1A 

94.57%, 1D 94.57%, 4T 94.57%, 2D 93.53%, R1 92.86%, R2 

92.72%, 3B 92.08%, 6H 90.83%, 3R 90.63%, 6C 87.95

If your child is not well enough to attend school please report this by 

phoning the Office on 01473 601402  option 1 from 7.30am. We 

MUST receive this information by 8.45am

Please support us in reducing the number of school days lost. 

A day off school means a day where learning is lost. 









Diary Dates for Autumn Term 

Monday 4th November – Return to school 

Monday 11th November – Parent Council meeting at 2.30pm 

Thursday 14th November – Flu vaccinations 

Friday 15th November – Children in Need ( please refer to page 3)

Thursday 28th November – Class photographs 

Friday 13th December – Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 16th December – Online Safety workshops ( more details to follow) 

Tuesday 17th December – 8.45am KS1 Christmas production 

Wednesday 18th December – 2pm Reception production 

Thursday 19th December – 2pm KS1 production 

Friday 20th December – Last day of the term 
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