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'Achieving Greatness Together’

This year we are keen to build upon our strength of parent 

partnership this year. We want to do everything we 

possibly can to help parents and families support their 

children. This week, Bernadette from Realise Futures 

Family Learning  led a Maths workshop for parents. 

Bernadette said, "Attend a Step Ahead In Maths Course' at 

the school. It’s a perfect opportunity to find out what and 

how your children learn Maths and gain some ideas and 

activities that you can use at home to support their 

learning. You never know; you might learn something new 

too!"  Next Thursday, Bernadette will be starting a free 7-

week Maths course at Hillside on Thursday mornings from 

9 to 11.30am. We hope you can join us!

Our Parent Council will commence on Monday 30th 

September at 2.30pm. We meet every half term to gather 

your feedback on a variety of school matters and discuss 

ideas to improve. Please let the office team know if you 

would like to join our team.

Wishing you a wonderful weekend!

Best wishes,

Mrs Wass
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Remembering more and doing more at Hillside! 

Introducing Mrs Box our Deputy Headteacher 

I've worked in education around Suffolk for the past 15 years with a 

keen passion for making learning fun, enjoyable and memorable for 
children. I've worked closely in training unqualified teachers, 

teachers and middle leaders particularly in teaching, learning and 
curriculum. I also specialise in teaching 'Maths Mastery' which I am 
keen to develop at Hillside.

Being active learners who enjoy the 'life' of the school is incredibly 

important for your children and I am entirely devoted to supporting 
the fantastic team at Hillside to ensure all children experience this. 
As a child I also came to Hillside primary school and it feels 

wonderful to be back, passing forward the passion for learning that 
my teachers gave to me.

This year I'll be working closely with the team on developing our 
creative curriculum and offering exceptional enrichment 

opportunities across the school to make learning memorable!





Success really does start with 

attendance

We support first!

We want every single one of our children to be an 

Attendance Hero:

Here

Everyday

Ready

On time

Target 96%

Every day counts!

6C 99.64%, 3B 98.67%, R2 97.78%, 4T 96.82%, 5C2 94.83%, 1D 

94.09%, 2M 94%, 3R 93%, R1 92.94%, 1A 92.5%, 6H 92.41%, 5C1 

91.95%, 4G 91.36%, 4C 90.53%, 2D 89%

If your child is not well enough to attend school please report this by 

phoning the Office on 01473 601402  option 1 from 7.30am. We 

MUST receive this information by 8.45am

Please support us in reducing the number of school days lost. 

A day off school means a day where learning is lost. 





Apply for a secondary school place 

2025/2026

All details can be found here:

Apply for a secondary school place 2025/2026 -

Suffolk County Council

We would like you to encourage all 

parents/carers (except those with a child who 

has an 

EHC plan, as above) to make their applications 

online for a school place in the normal 

year of entry at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions 

from 12 September 2024 and by the 

closing date of Thursday 31 October 2024.

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-places/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place-2025-2026
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-places/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place-2025-2026


Pupil premium and 

free school meals
If your child is eligible for 'free school meals' and you register them for this, we'll 

receive extra funding called 'pupil premium'. We use this extra money to improve the 

educational provision and resources at the school.

What is pupil premium funding?

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach 

their full potential, regardless of their background or financial situation. It's provided 

for pupils who:

• Are registered for free school meals

• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years • 

Are, or have been, in care

• Have parents in the armed forces

At Hillside Primary School, we get an extra [£1,455 (for primary schools) for every 

eligible pupil who is registered for free school meals. This extra money could make a 

real difference to the quality of education we offer.

For example, we've previously used pupil premium funding for:

• Educational provision/resources

• Academic interventions

• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions

Is my child eligible for free school meals?

Your child might be eligible if you access:

• Income Support

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance or Income-related Employment and 

Support Allowance Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 

1999

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

• Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit.in-on

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not 

exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month)



Your child might also be eligible if you're in a household with no recourse to public 

funds (NRPF), subject to a maximum income threshold. This is for children of:

• Zambrano and Chen carers (non-EEA nationals caring for a British citizen 

residing in the UK)

• British National (Overseas) passport holders

• Spousal visa, work visa, or student visa holders

• Those with no immigration status

• Families with a right to remain in the UK under Article 8 of the European 

Convention of Human Rights

• Families receiving support under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 who are 

subject to a no recourse to public funds restriction

• Certain failed asylum seekers supported under Section 4 of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 

Universal infant free school meals

Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are entitled to a free school meal 

thanks to a different government funding scheme known as universal infant free 

school meals (UIFSM). You shouldn't confuse UIFSM with free school meals and 

the pupil premium.

If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is eligible for free school meals 

according to the criteria above, you should still register because we'll receive the 

extra pupil premium funding.

Does my child have to eat the free school meals?

No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don't have to eat them. If you're 

eligible but you want your child to have packed lunches you should still register 

because the school will receive the funding which can support your child in other 

ways.

How do I register?

You only need to register once at the school.

To find out if you are eligible for free school meals, please visit 

https://suffolkone.capitaone.cloud/CitizenPortal/en

Please note, if your child is already registered and eligible there is no need to 

re-apply.

More information

For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details 

of how the pupil premium has been spent in the past academic year and how it will 

be spent this year.

If you have any questions or specific concerns, please contact the school office.

https://suffolkone.capitaone.cloud/CitizenPortal/en


Year 6 Residential 
Information Session

Friday 21.9.24

3:15pm 
Lower Hall 

This year we will be taking Year 6 
to Norfolk for a 2 nights/3 days 

stay at Hilltop; an outdoor thrill-
seeking adventure centre! 

Dates are Wednesday 25th –

Friday 27th June 2025.

A fantastic residential tried and 
tested with staff and children; this 

is one they won't want to miss! 

Please come along to find out more 
about the activities, costs and what 

each day will be like for the 

children!



Diary Dates for Autumn 1

Thursday 26th September – Maths course for parents from 9am – All 
Years 

Thursday 26th September – European Day of Languages – Activities 
within school to inspire the children to love languages 

Monday 30th September – Kindness challenges launched 

WB 7th October – 4T Learning Conversations ( more details to follow) 

22nd October and 24th October – Learning Conversations ( more details 
to follow) 

Friday 25th October – Last day of the half term 

PE days
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