PRINCIPAL’S BULLETIN
Thursday 5th November

Second National Lockdown: Thursday 5th November –Wednesday 2nd December inclusive.
Going to school, College and university.
During this second national lockdown (L2) the government are prioritising the well-being and long term future of young
people by keeping schools, Colleges and universities open.
Senior clinicians have advised the government that for their well-being schools, Colleges and universities are the best place
for young people to be, and so they should continue to go to school, College or university.
The Prime Minister and the Education Secretary have also remained steadfast that GCSE and A Level exams will go ahead
next summer. Young people working towards GCSE and A Level examinations next summer lost significant learning during
the first national lockdown when schools and Colleges closed and the government are determined to limit any further lost
learning.
This is another reason why they are committed to keeping schools and Colleges open. To keep young people progressing
towards these exams and the next stage of their education or employment.
Schools and Colleges have already all implemented a range of protective measures to make them as Covid-19 safe as is
possible.
These are the key Covid-19 protective measures we have implemented for your safety at Huddersfield New College:
•
encouraged you to walk or cycle to College and to avoid busy travel times on public transport, as is possible
•
introduced designated year group entrances and dining areas
•
introduced the Rule of 6 in dining areas
•
limited your time on site to 2 out of 3 lessons in each subject, enabling staggered College day start times, and
moved tutorial and additional learning support to be remote
•
provided you with a free face mask
•
made hand sanitiser freely available around College and in classrooms
•
introduced a one way system for walking around College
•
introduced a one in one out system for toilets
•
implemented the requirement to wear a face mask on College buses, when moving around the College, in
communal areas and in corridors where social distancing cannot be easily maintained
•
arranged classrooms with forward facing desks (or wall facing in IT classrooms) and students sitting side by side
facing the front (or wall)
•
opened windows for ventilation

Further protective measures
These are the further protective measures that we are going to put in place from Monday 9th November to Friday 4th
December 2020, or until the end of the national lockdown, if extended beyond Wednesday 2nd December 2020, to
support the aim of the national lockdown to slow down the transmission of the virus and to reduce the R rate nationally,
and in the regions. These extra protective measures will stay in place, if Kirklees is placed in Tier 3 at the end of L2.
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•
We are advising you to wear a face mask in classrooms, where appropriate (unless
exempt from wearing one) during L2. This is not a requirement but we are giving you this
advice because the most recent evidence suggests that there is a higher infection and
transmission risk for young people aged 16 and 17 and face masks in classrooms are proven
to provide an added protective measure to reduce this infection and transmission risk.

PLEASE PUT ON
YOUR FACEMASK
fe awards
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•
If you are exempt from wearing a face mask, you should already be carrying an exemption card. From
Monday 16th November 2020, you will be able to pick up a lanyard pin from the Study Centre to identify you
more clearly as exempt
•
If you have been identified by a specialist clinician or your GP as Clinically Extremely Vulnerable
(CEV) the latest government guidance says that you should study from home for the duration of L2. You will be contacted
individually by a member of our student support team to ensure that you are able to do this. Students who live with someone
identified as Clinically Extremely Vulnerable but who are not CEV themselves can still attend College, as required.
•
If there are any other reasons as to why you feel you should study from home during L2 you must contact your
Progress Tutor, as a matter of urgency, to discuss these with them. The government requirement is that you attend College,
as required, during L2.
•
Students displaying Coronavirus symptoms or who have tested positive for Coronavirus and those who have come
into close contact with anyone displaying Coronavirus symptoms should continue to study from home during L2 for the
period of self-isolation advised by the College and/or the NHS (if Test and Trace)
•
In addition to the main dining area, Costa Café, 413-416, 813-816 and the entrance to the New Theatre, the LRC will
now be available as a lunch venue, 12.15-1.00pm Monday-Thursday. The Rule of 6 must be adhered to in these lunch venues,
without exception.
•
You must not go offsite during the lunch break (12.15-1.00pm Monday –Thursday) in L2 unless the reason for being
offsite is to travel home
•
There will be no extra-curricular sporting provision during L2. This includes participating in a Sport Development
team or using the College gym. We are a Campus College and you are encouraged during your free time in College to go
outside and to use the outdoor gym and the playing fields for exercise, for example, walking. Walking is one of the best
exercises for good mental health and well-being.
•
There will be no competitive fixtures during L2. In fact, the AOC have deferred the start of all competitive fixtures
until January 2021, in the light of the new national lockdown measures. Academy training sessions with Academy Coaches
will continue as normal during L2 as these are included in Programmes of Study
•
There will be no offsite work experience during L2. The only work experience to continue in L2 will be the Early
Years Settings placements.
Please note: College buses will run as normal each week during the national lockdown period (and Tier 3, if relevant). College
buses leave promptly at 12.45pm on Fridays.
We know that these extra protective measures will inhibit even more College life and your experience of College life but your
safety is our biggest priority. These extra protective measures have as their overarching driver your safety. So it is worth reiterating that whilst the existing and the extra protective measures are not necessarily all of our choosing, they are the right
protective measures to have in place in the current circumstances.
This is why we are asking you to support them, without exception. They will help to keep you, your family, your staff and their
families safer during this second national lockdown, and thereafter, if Kirklees is placed back in Tier 3.
Angela Williams
Principal

