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Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 

Welcome to our final newsletter of the academic year and my final newsletter as Head Teacher.   I am 

delighted to hand over the leadership of the school to Mrs Sonia Adu and I am sure she will enjoy working 

with the pupils, families, staff and governors as I have done over the years.  It is sad to reach the end of this 

chapter, but I am excited to turn the page and begin a new one!  May I thank you for all your support over 

the years and for your kind words and 

good wishes for my retirement.   

I am delighted to see the roses and 

lavender plants blooming, which I gave 

as a gift to the pupils to enhance the 

gardens at school for all to share.  I 

hope they will blossom and grow as 

our pupils continue to grow 

academically and as young citizens of our city, our 

country and our world.  I will miss you all but wish 

you all well for your future success and happiness.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to share with you 

some wonderful news 

regarding our Chair of 

Governors – Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran, who was honoured in the Queen’s 

Birthday list with the British Empire Medal for services to the Midlands 

Tamil Cultural Association and to young people in Birmingham.  Mr 

Yogaiswaran is the founder and trustee of the Midlands Tamil Cultural 

Association.  He is the founder and a tutor of the Tamil Supplementary 

School, which was, launched in 1986.  Mr Yogaiswaran has also served 

as a governor at Hodge Hill Girls’ School for 29 years and has served 

several terms as Chair of Governors too.  We are delighted that his hard 

work over many years has been recognised in this prestigious award!  

As ever it has been a busy half term with external examinations 

completed, a tearful Year 11 Leavers Assembly and a wonderful Prom at 

Birmingham City in the Jasper Carrot Suite on 30th June.  A huge thank 

you to Ms Mughal and the Prom Committee for a brilliant evening and 

also to the staff at Birmingham City for making us so welcome and taking every care of us.  More later …. 

All Year Groups have also had a taster of formal examinations in the gym within their end of year 

examinations.  This in preparation for terminal examinations in Year 11, where the new GCSEs do not include 

coursework other than in practical subjects and where the number of grades has increased with Grade 9 

being the equivalent of a double AA*.   

In the final three weeks before the end of term we have had Year 8 Parent 

Consultation Evening with excellent family attendance, Year 6 Induction Day, 

Sports Day, a Spanish Play, Sports Day, two Curriculum and Achievement Days, 

Awards Assemblies, end of term performances and a non-uniform charity 

event!  Lots of reading ahead…. 
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Year 11 pupils have completed their GCSE examinations successfully. The last examination was the 

Graphics GCSE, which took place on Tuesday 20th June. Behaviour and attendance during examinations was 

exemplary, and Mrs Qureshi has commented on this. 

 The Work Experience programme was also a great success, with 69 

pupils attending 

placements outside of 

school and over 30 

pupils completing 

their work experience 

in school. Pupils have 

commented on the 

skills that they have 

developed and 

although they found it 

difficult at times, they 

really enjoyed the experience. Their work experience diaries provide a 

wonderful record of their experiences and reflections.  

From the visits to the employers that supported the programme, we have had outstanding feedback 

regarding our pupils who have been on placements.  It is fantastic to hear that some pupils have been offered 

an opportunity to gain part time employment following their placements. 

 A happy-sad fairwell at the Year 11 Leavers assembly. The atmosphere 

and tone of the assembly was well received by both staff and pupils. 

There were many 

smiles, laughter and 

tears from both staff 

and pupils alike. It was a 

positive end to the time 

our Year 11 pupils have 

spent here at Hodge Hill 

Girls’ School. 

The Year 11 Prom was 

lovely. We sold a total of 

123 tickets for this fabulous celebration. The atmosphere was electric 

and the girls thoroughly enjoyed their night. Thank you to the 9 members 

of staff who helped supervise the event. Many staff and pupils have 

commented that the food was delicious and the décor was beautiful. A 

very special thank you to all the pupils on Prom committee, who did an 

amazing job. 

Planning and preparation for the college application process is now taking place, to ensure the current Year 

10s begin Year 11 in September confident in the process and in our expectations of them. 
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Year 10  have been busy this term taking examinations and 

preparing for their final year at Hodge Hill Girls’ School.  They have 

been finalising their personal statements in preparation for the start of 

Year 11 when they will be completing their college applications.  The 

year group recently spent an enjoyable day at Joseph Chamberlain 

College, getting a taste of the opportunities available to them post 16.   

Year 10 pupils have demonstrated that they are keen to take on more 

responsibility around the school.  Many pupils helped with the planning 

and organisation of the end of term Sports Day.  They have successfully 

delivered assemblies, helped to supervise younger pupils, and some 

volunteered to help supervise and deliver activities throughout the 

Year 6/7 transition Summer School. 

Thank you to Nadia,  Aisha,  Ikra,  Amina  and Lyba from Year 10 for all 

their hard work on the HSCP Youth Sub-committee.  Their efforts with  

publicity, selling tickets and supporting the HSCP fund raising events has been invaluable throughout the 

year. 

Year 9 have taken their annual examinations and overall they did really well. This was their first 

attempt at GCSE style examinations. They settled in well, adapting to the GCSE examination conditions. 

Generally, Year 9 are quite focused and growing in maturity. Form Tutors have worked hard with the Year 9 

Pastoral Manager in maintaining high school standards.  We work closely with families of our pupils should 

there be any issues and we thank our parents for their support and cooperation.  

As the pupils are growing in maturity, they are volunteering to get involved with many activities in school. 

Some of them helped with the Year 7 Induction Day. Many of them have been part of the Pupil Voice panels 

for the staff interviews and helped with the tours around the school. 

Year 8 pupils sat their examinations at the beginning of term, some of which took place under GCSE 

conditions.  This was to start preparing pupils for the strict conditions of their future GCSE examinations.  

They are also being prepared for their move to Upper School as they become Year 9.  

Year 8 Parents Evening also took place towards the end of the term, with an excellent turnout of  parents.  

Thank you to the pupils who volunteered to assist that evening.  

Pupils were also extremely keen to volunteer to help on the Year 6 Induction Evening and they all worked 

very hard, whether in a classroom or acting as guides.  It was fabulous to see the Year 8 acting skills when 

pupils joined the cast of the visiting French Production. 

Year 7 welcomed our new Year 7 for September into school for 

Induction Day on 5th July.  Thirty of our own girls from Year 7 to Year 10 did a 

stirling job guiding and supporting the new girls.  We have received excellent 

feedback from our teachers that our current pupils who worked to support 

Induction Day were fabulous in their role.   The feedback that we have received 

from the new intake was also very positive.  
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During the end of Year Awards almost all of the Year 7 

girls received certificates for their effort and 

achievement, with 3 girls receiving nominations in 9 

subjects.  Well done Aniqa, Haniya and Aliya!  This 

bodes well for their continued progress and 

achievement in Year 8 and onwards towards their GCSE 

examinations.    

Mrs Dodd and Ms Wilcox are also very pleased with the 

Lower School Leavers Committee who worked hard to 

organise a whole Lower School video to be shown in 

the end of year assembly with each form contributing 

their own thank you poems and songs.  We are extremely grateful to Mr Hall who supported the girls in their 

film making efforts.  It is so good to see the girls becoming more confident about participating fully in school 

life and contributing to the school community.    

Fond Farewells:  

In addition to my leaving – we also say a sad good bye to Ms Patel in Admin, Mrs Lewis in Learning Support, 

to Ms Jefferson and Ms Edmonds in English, Ms Rahman in Humanities and finally to Mr Raymond who joined 

the school at the beginning of his teaching career in 1980, the same year I started teaching.  We would like 

to thank him in particular for his many years of service to the school and to science education!  I am sure 

you will join me in wishing all staff leaving every future success and happiness. 

Our City Year Mentors will also be leaving us to pursue their individual careers and we wish them well, along 

with Ms Clutterbuck, Mrs Fowler, Ms Daniels and Ms Foley who have been providing 1:1 and group support. 

New Staff for September:  

In September we will be joined by new teaching staff, Ms Simpson and Ms Ayub in Mathematics, Ms Sattar, 

Ms Emini, Ms Wenlock and Mr Newton in Science and Ms Kerr in English.  We have appointed four Assistant 

Learning Mentors using Pupil Premium Funding -  Mr Karim in English, Ms Akhtar in Science, Mr Ismail In 

Mathematics and Miss Ofman in Humanities.   

Again my own thanks to families for your support now and over the many years of my headship here. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mrs E Brown 

Head Teacher  
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Letter from the Chair of Governors 
 

Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 

Welcome to our July Newsletter.  Governors have met once during this half term for a Full Governing Body 

Meeting and we were delighted to welcome Ms Akhtar as our newly elected parent governor, Ms Afzal who 

was re-elected as parent governor for a second term and  Mr Ahmed who was returned as staff governor for 

another term of office.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the current Head Teacher, Mrs Eileen Brown, for her 

outstanding contribution to the school during the last 17 years.  During this period, due to her professional 

approach, the school has benefited from improved pupil attainment and progress year on year, improved 

quality of teaching and strict budget control.  This has enabled us to undertake a systematic programme of 

curriculum resourcing, refurbishment and the construction of new buildings in order to ensure additional 

teaching space as we continue to educate more of ‘tomorrow’s women today’.   The new buildings will 

remind us all of her valued presence in the school, even after her retirement on 31st August 2017.  I thank 

her for her dedication and contribution to Hodge Hill Girls’ School and the Hodge Hill Community. 

It gives me enormous pleasure to welcome the new Head Teacher, Mrs Sonia Adu, to continue this work and 

to take Hodge Hill Girls’ School to even greater heights from the current solid and very strong foundations.  

We are privileged to have Mrs Adu appointed as our new Head Teacher.  Mrs Adu is our current Deputy 

Head Teacher and gained this post against very strong outside competition. Mrs Adu is a respected member 

of Hodge Hill Girls’ School and the Hodge Hill community, having spent several years working alongside Mrs 

Brown, and as a member of the School Leadership Team with responsibilities for safeguarding, pastoral care 

and achievement for the school.   

Please join me in wishing Mrs Brown a long, healthy and happy retirement and wishing Mrs Adu the very 

best future with the Hodge Hill Girls’ School. 

Finally, I will continue to meet with the new Head Teacher, Mrs Adu 

on alternate Friday afternoons and I am available to meet by 

appointment with parents at this time.  Please contact me via the 

Clerk, Mr David Wallis, who, can be, reached by post at the school 

address.  Looking forward to meeting with you at Parent and 

Curriculum Consultation Evenings and Home School Community 

Partnership events next year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

K Siva Yogaiswaran 

Chair of Governors 
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Birmingham Civic Project 
The Next Generation Awards Scheme is a highly successful 

programme that has been run by the Birmingham Civic Society for 

the last ten years.  

The award scheme is aimed at groups of pupils aged 11 to 14, and is 

an assessed project-based programme designed to meet many of 

the requirements of the Key Stage 3 Citizenship Curriculum, and also 

develops pupils’ personal, learning and thinking skills.  

The scheme requires pupils to work in teams to identify issues 

affecting people in their community. They must conduct research 

and develop proposals for actions that would improve some aspect 

of life in the future, 

with a budget of 

£1500.  

This project was shared with Year 9 pupils and we had 

judges come to school and assess the project. Four of our 

Year 9 pupils were chosen to take their ideas of sustainable 

bins into the Semi Finals at Newman University. They did a 

fantastic job and achieved the Silver Award.  

Congratulations to Amna, Aamina, Maryamm and Manoor. 

 

Charity Fund Raising 
Pupils this term have helped to raise £650.55 for the British Heart Foundation.  The British Heart Foundation are 

the nation's heart charity and the largest independent funder of cardiovascular research.  Coronary heart disease 

is the UK's single biggest killer, but the British Heart Foundation are leading the fight against it through pioneering 

research, which has helped to transform the lives of people living with heart and circulatory conditions.  

To help and support the British Heart Foundation’s work we held a variety of fund raising activities including a 

non-uniform day, a form quiz and a sponsored silence, a peaceful day where those selected used white boards 

and pens to communicate instead of talking for the whole day. 

The summer term also ended with a further non-uniform day where pupils donated £1.00 to Water Aid to wear 

something other than their school uniform. Water Aid as a charity works with some of the world’s poorest and 

most marginalised people who do not have access to safe water to drink, decent toilets or hygiene.  Since 1981, 

they have helped 23 million people and the money we have raised will help them to continue to make a difference 

to people’s lives. 
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The Big Sleuth 
 At the beginning of June our little bear “Toby” ,who 

was named by Faaiza, (7,9) left school all wrapped in 

bubble wrap to join another 136 bear cubs as they 

were prepared for the public art event taking place in 

and around Birmingham. The Big Sleuth cubs 

launched the start of the free family-friendly, public 

art trail of 100 bear sculptures painted by artists 

across Birmingham alongside the smaller bear cubs 

like Toby created by schools. Our bear, was painted 

by a small group of dedicated Year 10 pupils who gave up both their lunch times and after school to decorate 

the bear using acrylic paint. Toby was decorated to represent the life of our school community both inside 

and outside of school, showing links to subject areas as well as the more personal interests of the Year 10 

team.  

The larger bears have been designed by celebrities like Brad Simpson from The Vamps and celebrated 

Birmingham graffiti artist Temper. The bears decorated by the artists will all be auctioned off to raise money 

for Birmingham Children’s Hospital at the end of the summer.  

Why not download the Big Sleuth’s Little Bears’ Trail Map and see how many 

of the bears you can find in and around Birmingham. The map is available at 

www.thebigsleuth.co.uk/learning 

You could even visit our bear Toby (number 35) at Millennium Point where 

he will be all summer alongside a number of other bears created by local 

schools.  

It would be lovely to see pictures of our pupils visiting the bears in and 

around Birmingham over the summer.  Pupils are invited to email a selfie 

with one of the Big  Sleuth bears or cubs alongside photographs of the bears 

to bigsleuth@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk. Pictures sent to this email are purely 

for display within school 

The Big Sleuth follows on from the previous public art events The Big Hoot 

and the Big Read which Hodge Hill Girls School also took part in. The bears 

will be on display until 17th September, 2017.  

Attendance 
Well done to the majority of our pupils who have achieved 96% 

attendance, which the Government say all pupils should achieve.  We 

are especially pleased to see the Year 7 and 8, as a whole are meeting 

this target.  We hope this continues as they progress through the 

school. 

Regular attendance is an essential part of a pupil’s academic and social success, and we rely on our 

partnership with parents and carers to ensure this is achieved.  We hope you will all help us meet our target 

of 96% next year.  Parents and carers are reminded that medical appointments must, where possible, be 

made outside the school day.  

Year 7 96.61% 

Year 8    96.04% 

Year 9    95.25% 

Year 10 95.58% 

Year 11 95.09% 

http://www.thebigsleuth.co.uk/learning
mailto:bigsleuth@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
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It is important that together we build the girls resilience.  There are few times when a pupil should be kept 

at home because they are unwell.  They should continue to attend school if they have a cold, stomach ache, 

feeling sick etc.  If a pupil is too ill to stay in school a parent/carer will be contacted.   

Being punctual is an excellent life-long habit that together we should be encouraging.  Please ensure your 

daughter arrives at school by 8.35am.  Pupils are encouraged to be in their form room by 8.40am.  At 8.45am 

the school bell rings and the official start to the school day begins.   

A reminder that holidays in term time cannot be authorised.  When considering taking a child out of school, 

a Leave in Term Time Request must be completed.  Taking a pupil out of school without permission can result 

in a Penalty Notice being issued and/or her school place lost.  Since the Local Authority revised its procedures 

in February 2017, Penalty Notices have been issued to six of our families. 

For further information please see our Attendance Policy on the school’s website. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Link Project 
This year we took part in the Link Project in liaison with Bishop Walsh 

Catholic School. The theme of the project was Gender Equality. 

We signed up to join the survey held by the United Nations called the 

World’s Largest Lesson to find out the gender ratio in the local area. 

Our results showed that there is no gender equality either in the world 

or within our community, as the ratio was not equal.  

Bishop Walsh visited our school and we visited them to discuss our 

results. We all wanted to stop gender inequality finding that by looking 

at gender discrimination issues that are present in our society, we 

could work to make a difference. Together with the girls from Bishop 

Walsh School, we thought of ways to show our appreciation of women. 

We took part in many different activities and held an assembly to share 

our results and ideas on how to tackle gender inequality and highlight 

the achievements women have made. 

From this project we have learnt many things; that we shouldn’t have 

to settle for stereotypes, we should never be afraid to aspire to something different to others and that we can all 

help make change happen. The Link Project has affected us, 

because it has shown us that we can take on a leadership 

role and share our views and ideas with other people. We 

have improved our confidence, organisational and social 

skills.  We are no longer afraid to try new things and we hope 

one day we can become 

someone’s inspiration as 

successful women too! 

By Wisaal, Laraib, Zara and 

Hajara (Year 10)  
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Sports Day 
Thursday 6th July saw Hodge Hill Girls’ School Annual Sports Day! This 

year saw the pupils tackle difficult competition in the hope of being the 

best at their event.  

The day began with a very dedicated hardworking group of Year 10 

GCSE PE students who helped set up the sports day events.  Thank you 

to Zayna, Ammaarah, Bisma, Sannah, Razia, Raisa, Sonya, Aliya, 

Halimah, Nimrah, Aneeka, Iqra, Misbah, Neelam, Rukaya, Sunah, 

Mariam, Aiyshah, Aisha, Adeeka, Malak and Tasleema. Their hard work 

allowed every pupil in the school to take part in a day celebrating their 

sporting success.  

Along with the leaders above, the 

day could not have been possible 

without such a huge interest from 

the pupils taking part. On the day there were 6 events for pupils to 

compete in leading to a form winner! The events were: 200m race, Long 

Jump, Obstacle Course, 100m race, 

Skipping and the Relay. All races 

were hugely competitive with pupils 

pushing themselves for the number 

1 spot.  

In the morning we saw Year 9 and 

Year 10 compete. For Year 10 this 

was their final sports day at the 

school and for many of them their 

last chance to achieve glory for their 

form.  For Year 9 it was their chance to show what they can do as they 

embark upon their GCSEs.  

The afternoon saw a much larger group of pupils competing, as there 

were 10 forms for the Year 7 and 

Year 8 events. It was hot and the 

girls were determined to do their 

best. All pupils taking part put in a commendable effort to ensure that 

their form was well represented!  

Congratulations to 

all those who took 

part and to the 

winners of each 

event.  We cannot 

wait to award your 

certificates and 

medals!   
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Learning about Health and Well-being on 

C&A Days 
Our now annual two-day approach to Curriculum and Achievement Days in the summer term was a 

resounding success as “Health and Well-being” took centre stage. Pupils were able to choose from a huge 

range of learning activities, and staff then worked to place pupils on the activities of their choice. Activities 

ranged from Deaflympics to a Healthy British Bake-off, Sports Day from Around the World to The 

Mathematics of Food Labelling, from support for pupils to make healthy career choices to Sporting Artists. 

Some girls learnt to fence and street dance, whilst others learnt about the importance of clean water with a 

presentation from Water Aid and the work of the RNLI was also explored by a visiting speaker. All pupils in 

Years 9 and 10 took part in a SRE workshop delivered by Brook, and about 100 pupils took part in off-site 

activities to enhance their learning.  

As ever, a huge thank you to staff for their creativity and flexibility in planning these wonderful opportunities 

for our pupils.  A few highlights from the days are included here. 

A Sporty British 
Bake Off 

There are always wonderful 

aromas from the food room and 

this was especially true of C&A Day.  

Pupils had the challenge to create 

their own nutritious cereal bar for 

their sporting hero.  Pupils eagerly 

researched the nutritional value of 

potential ingredients, before 

creating their recipes and finally 

baking their bar for judging by Mrs 

Merrigan.  They looked and tasted 

fabulous. 

Yoga 

Relaxing Colouring 

Vocal and Piano Workshops 
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Pupils Blown Away By Wind Turbine Workshop  
One of the C&A Day Activities was about wind turbines 

and it was an exciting experience for the pupils who took 

part. They studied how electrical energy works and learnt 

how it can be used. The wind turbine activity enabled 

pupils to work in groups and make a turbine from scratch. 

Using the materials provided, they demonstrated their 

skills and understanding of how renewable energy is 

made. 

Miss Parveen, a maths teacher from our school 

explained, “Pupils are having fun while working in 

teams and overcoming challenges, the leaders have 

motivated the members of the group as well as take 

the lead in createingan excellent wind turbine.” 

Overall, pupils who participated in this activity 

expressed the view that it was very enjoyable and 

would like to participate in it again. 

Zakia, Year 8.  

Fearless Fencing 
The C&A Day Fencing activity took place in the Lower Gym and many pupils were very enthusiastic to take 

part. ‘The Healthy Newspaper Team’ gained this exclusive. Miss Aiston stated ’The activity is going really 

well, pupils seem to be enjoying it.  It is really engaging and everyone is trying their best.’ 

HS2 workshop Five Stone Gitta Game 

Calm Sewing 
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Fencing is a sport in which opponents battle each other 

with swords. Lynne Melia, from Team Melia Fencing, 

taught pupils the rules of fencing, while also encouraging 

pupils to take part in a fencing activity and gaining 

experience in this sport.  

Overall, this activity benefited pupils in quick-thinking 

and practical skills. Pupils were exhausted but pleased 

that they took part in such an enriching activity. 

(Hunza 7,3) 

Cultural Health and Well-being  
On C&A Day, myself and some of my peers planned and delivered a full day session to a number of pupils 

based around the theme of 'Health and Well-being' and specifically focussed around health from different 

cultural and traditional aspects. The initial process of planning the activity took about a month, during which 

time it was interesting to see our ideas take shape into an engaging and enjoyable activity.  

It was a great experience in terms of learning about other 

pupils and their personal views on the importance of 

health. Pupils used iPADs to research and gain new 

knowledge about different cultural beliefs. At first, pupils 

were quiet and shy, but as the session progressed, they 

began to open up and contribute their ideas a great deal 

more. The work that was produced was of a high 

standard and the main task enabled pupils to unleash 

and showcase their creativity and artistic skills. Pupils 

were thoroughly engaged throughout the majority of the 

session and many completed the extension tasks. 

I believe that this session was a great way to show our 

leadership skills and confidence in a classroom 

environment.  It was insightful to be in a leading role and 

actually plan and execute activities that enabled pupils to 

interact and meet others of different abilities, ages and 

ethnicities, so that they could make friends from different 

year groups and participate in the same learning 

experiences. Overall, the activities that were included 

enthused and interested pupils to work hard and produce 

fantastic pieces of work outside of their usual school 

timetable, which is ultimately, one of the main aims and 

concepts of having Curriculum and Achievement days from 

a school perspective. 

(Ikra, 9,10) 
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Sporting Artists 
On Tuesday 11th July, an activity called “Sporting Artists” took place, 

allowing the pupils to express themselves and decorate the school 

creatively with a sporting theme. Themes included activities such as 

running, football and track events. 

Pupils in the Art Rooms practised 

using different colours, tones and 

different brush mark techniques to 

emphasise speed and movement.  

Their painted canvases will be 

displayed in the gym. 

In addition, a group of the pupils 

painted a mural of a woman street 

dancing on the upper gym wall. The 

pupils, with the help of members of 

staff, have created a magnificent 

masterpiece that the school can 

embrace. For the pupils, this was a 

chance for them to widen their 

knowledge of both sports and art. 

As well as learning to paint, pupils learnt why it was important to test 

different materials when deciding what to use. The whole activity linked 

to the healthy theme of the day because it looked at how sport is both 

physically and mentally beneficial to your health. It also provides a way 

to calm and relax your mind. 

Halima, Year 8 

 

City Year 
This term City Year have continued to run a variety of interventions at lunchtime, supporting pupils with 

work from across the curriculum.  At the beginning of this half-term there were also a number of after school 

workshops exploring a variety of different revision techniques.  Pupils from Years 7 to 10 attended these 

workshops.  

Over the past five weeks City Year have been assisting with invigilation for the Year 11 GCSE examinations 

as well as the mock examinations that have been taking place in Years 7 to 10.   

Towards the end of term City Year also supported Sports Day, motivating and working with the Year 10 GCSE 

P.E. Leaders on the tasks they were assigned to lead and ensuring that all the pupils were confident enough 

to lead their group. On C&A day the City Year Team delivered ‘relaxing colouring’ sessions, which provided 

support for pupils by demonstrating the relaxation from colouring, as well as improved concentration and 

helping pupils to wind down towards the end of the academic year. This will help ease the pupils into the 

transition for the following year. 
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Internal Examinations 
Years 7-10 have recently completed a very busy and intense period of internal examinations as we support 

our pupils to prepare for the changing educational landscape in order to enable them to make expected and 

better progress. We very much hope that you noticed your daughter revising and preparing for these 

examinations! We have been delighted with the mature approach that the vast majority of our pupils have 

taken to these examinations.  

Now that the examinations are over, please discuss her results with her. Subject teachers have marked and 

returned examination papers and your daughter should be clear on the steps she needs to take to improve 

in the future. 

Did your daughter use GCSEPOD to help support her preparation for her 

examinations?  GCSEPOD is an online learning resource of videos that 

supports learning throughout the GCSE curriculum that pupils can use 

inside or outside school.  It is a collection of 3-5 minute videos, with audio 

and visual graphics to support the learning of key information or explaining essential skills for GCSE 

examinations.  Pupils can access GCSEPOD from their pupil dashboards in FROG.   If they use mobile devices, 

they can use their school email address (e.g. 123456@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk) and password to connect to 

GCSEPOD.  

Buying a New Pencil Case? 
With examinations very much in mind, please ensure your daughter buys 

a clear pencil case if she is getting a new one ready for the new academic 

year in September. Clear pencil cases are needed for examinations in 

order to satisfy the requirements of the examination boards. We will be 

selling these in our school Enterprise Shop in the future. 

Cultural Literacy 
With the summer holidays approaching, there are so many wonderful opportunities for our pupils to be 

learning in their own time and with their families. As a school, we are developing the awareness of ‘Cultural 

Literacy’, which essentially means the skills that we can learn both within and beyond the classroom to 

develop into more effective learners. We expect that, as this develops, pupils will be able to use the skills 

learnt to support better progress and outcomes in their examinations. All faculty and subject leaders have 

been asked to think about the key Cultural Literacy skills they would like pupils to focus on to enable them 

to improve their learning.  

Below is a list of activities identified, which we hope you will support your daughters with over the summer 

holidays: 

- Visit the local library and take out some books to read over 

the summer holidays. 

- Ask your daughter about what she is reading, and what her 

opinion is about what she is reading.  

- Ask your daughter to help add up how much you are spending 

in the supermarket; can she work out the best offers? 

mailto:123456@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
https://www.gcsepod.com/
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- Walk around Edgbaston Reservoir. Look at the wildlife and the many activities taking place in the area. 

- Ask your daughter to plan routes when you go out in the car or on public transport; this will help her to 

get used to maps for planning journeys. 

- Visit the local parks; what wildlife can you see? What opportunities for learning are there at the park? 

- Visit Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery; the free exhibition ‘I Want, I Want, I Want’ will help her to 

develop her understanding of art and how technology has changed so quickly in the last 20 years. 

- Can you find the Hodge Hill Girls’ School sun bear in ‘The Big Sleuth’? How many bears can you find? 

Visit http://thebigsleuth.co.uk/ for more details.  

- Encourage your daughter to help with cooking at 

home. Can she follow a recipe, and measure out all 

of the ingredients? Give her a set amount of 

money and see if she can plan a meal for the whole 

family within the budget. 

- Encourage your daughter to watch the news at 

least three times a week on television; an interest 

and understanding of current affairs will help her 

to do well at school. 

- Show your daughter how to read the gas and electricity meters. Can she work out how much gas and 

electricity you are using? Can she help to save money on the bills by thinking carefully about her usage? 

- Visit a shopping centre such as The Fort. What sort of shops are there? Why do people enjoy using 

shopping centres? Is shopping online different to shopping at a shopping centre? 

- Grow some herbs such as coriander, dill or parsley; these all grow well when planted directly into the 

ground or into pots in July. 

- The NHS recommends that children between 5 and 18 need at least 60 minutes of physical activity each 

day; encourage your daughter to walk, run, cycle and take part in lots of different physical activities. 

There are lots of ideas about healthy lifestyles on https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/activities 

Your daughter will be hearing a lot more about Cultural Literacy in the next academic year. 

Notices 
Contact Information 

Please ensure that the school has the correct contact information.  All changes to address, telephone or 

email should be handed to reception or sent to enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk or. For change of address, 

please also provide a copy of a utility bill (e.g. council tax, electric, gas or water 

bill - not mobile phone bills) 

Mobile Phones  

A reminder that mobile phones should not be on or out while on school 

premises, this includes the driveway. Pupils must hand in their phone at the 

start of each day and collect it at the end of the day from the office. If a pupil is 

seen with a mobile phone it will be confiscated and held until a parent can pick 

it up.  

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/activities
mailto:enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
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Security and Parking 

All visitors must display their pass for entrance to the site.  Our Concierge will help you if you have an 

appointment in school. 

We respectfully request that you observe the restrictions on parking very close to school and consider the 

needs of local residents. I have also been asked to remind parents that their daughters must wear seatbelts 

in all vehicles including the community buses. Where girls do not observe this law, they are putting 

themselves and others at risk – fines may be enforced by the police. Thank you for your co-operation in not 

driving into school at the beginning and end of the day, thereby ensuring the safety of our own pupils and 

those of other local schools. If there are special circumstances, please contact the school to make an 

application for a vehicle pass – hopefully such circumstances will be rare. The community transport park in 

school, to avoid causing an obstruction on Bromford Road, leaving more parking space for other parents. If 

you have authorisation to enter and leave the school by car, please be considerate to avoid congestion in 

the narrow section of the driveway. 

Early Arrivals & Breakfast Club 

We open at 8:00am each day. Pupils must sign in and have parental agreement to be in school at this time. 

All other pupils may come into school from 8:35am to fill water bottles and go to lockers and toilets ready 

to start registration promptly at 8:45am. The Out of Hours Learning programme (OOHL) also supports a 

regular Homework Club at the end of the day. The Homework Club runs Monday-Thursday from 3:20pm-

4:20pm. See below for a list of activities and clubs that run before school, during lunchtimes and after school. 

List of Activities/Clubs 

Activity/Club Day and Time Room  Activity/Club Day and Time Room 

Breakfast Daily, 08:00-08:35 Lower iLZ  Homework Mon-Thu, 15:20-16:30 OLC 

Y7/8 ICT Daily, 12:30-13:10 OLC/UiLZ  Catch-up Mon-Thu afterschool 22 

Y9 ICT Daily, 12:30-13:10 Room 1  Science Mon & Thu until 16:00  

Y10/11 ICT Daily, 12:30-13:10 IT1/IT2  Basketball Tue, 15:30 – 16:30 L. Gym 

Film Club Tue-Thu, 12:30-13:10 G.  Centre  Fencing Tue, 15:30 – 16:30 U. Gym 

Art Tue, Wed Lunchtimes A1/A2  Y11 
Mathematics 

Tue after school Various 

Basketball Tue & Fri Lunchtimes L. Gym  Y11 English Tue after school Rm 4 

Music Club Tue & Wed 
Lunchtimes 

Music  Film Club Tue after school Internet 
Cafe 

Badminton Wed Lunchtimes U. Gym  Chess Club Tue after school Rm 21 

Science  Wed Lunchtimes LL Lab  GCSE PE Tue & Wed 15:30 – 
16:30 

U. Gym 

Meditation Thu Lunchtimes PL Lab  Y11 English Wed 15:20 – 16:20 iLZ / Rm 11 

Netball Thu & Fri Lunchtimes U. Gym  Football Wed 15:30 – 16:30 L. Gym 

    Y11 Drama Wed after school Drama 

    Arts and Crafts Wed & Thu after school Rm 21 / A1 

    Netball Thu 15:30 – 16:30 L. Gym 

    Dhol Drums Thu after school Music 

    Art Thu 15:20 – 16:30 A1/A2 

    History Thu after school Rm 18 

 

  



Hodge Hill Girls’ School Newsletter July 2017   Page 18 
 

Aims 
Pupils, Families, Staff and Governors working together in consultation to help every pupil make expected, 

better than expected or exceptional progress by: 

 Ensuring pupils achieve a minimum of 96% attendance and are not late 

 Rewarding personal endeavour and community commitment 

 Helping pupils overcome challenges in their work and behaviour 

 Supporting physical health and emotional resilience 

 Developing teaching and curriculum courses for high quality learning 

 Developing the site, building and resources for best value 21st century learning 

Calendar Dates 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Date Event 

Monday 24/07/2017 and 
Tuesday 25/07/2017 

Staff Training Day 

Wednesday 26/07/2017 School Summer Holiday Begins 

Monday 21/08/2017 to 
Friday 25/07/2017 

Summer School 

Thursday 24/07/2017 GCSE Results Day 

Friday 01/09/2017 Eid-al-Adha 

Monday 04/09/2017 and 
Tuesday 05/09/2017 

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 06/09/2017 School Open for Years 7 and 8 

Thursday 07/09/2017 School Open for All Years 

Monday 11/09/2017 to 
Friday 15/09/2017 

Open week for parents by appointment 

Monday 18/09/2017 Governing Body Meeting 1 

Wednesday 20/09/2017 First World War Soldier, 3:30pm-4:30pm 

Tuesday 26/09/2017 European Day of Languages 
Year 11 Post 16 Planning Evening 

Thursday 28/09/2017 National Poetry Day 

Monday 02/10/2017 Black History Month Begins 

Friday 06/10/2017 HSCP Family fun Day 5:00pm-7:00pm 

Tuesday 10/10/2017 World Mental Health Day 
Year 7 Curriculum Evening   

Monday 16/10/2017 Governing Body Meeting 2  

Tuesday 17/10/2017 Curriculum and Achievement Day (1) 

Thursday 19/10/2017 Diwali 

Friday 20/10/2017 Staff Training Day (3) 

Monday 23/10/2017 to 
Friday 27/10/2017 

Half Term Holiday 

Monday 30/10/2017 School Open for All Pupils 

 

HODGE HILL GIRLS SCHOOL 

Bromford Road, Birmingham, B36 8EY 

Phone: 0121 464 3094. Web: www. hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk 

 @HodgeHillGirls      Hodge Hill Girls School 
 


