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Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 

Welcome to the October newsletter. It has been such a busy start to the year and the 

summer holidays are now a distant memory. We are very proud of the fantastic 2017 

summer GCSE results at a time when examinations are becoming more rigorous. I would 

like to thank staff for their continuous efforts preparing pupils for the exams as well as our 

parents and carers who have worked with us and supported their daughters throughout 

their time here. This team effort has enabled our Year 12 pupils to access their chosen 

courses at college, Sixth Form establishments or undertake apprenticeships and we wish 

them every success in the next stage of their education. 

 Our pupils have been involved in so many learning opportunities this half term and this 

newsletter will give you a flavour of school life at Hodge Hill Girls’ School. We have 

welcomed many visitors into school including prospective pupils and their parents/carers 

and we continue to have long waiting lists in every year group. 

This term we have had a number of successful and well-supported parent/carer events in 

school such as the Year 11 College Information Evening, the Autumn Fair and the Year 7 

Curriculum Evening. Thank you to everyone who attended these events. It has been lovely 

to meet so many of you and build up vital partnerships that are essential if our pupils are to 

achieve their maximum potential. 

If you are looking for fun activities to occupy your time in half term, Birmingham City 

Council produce a list of things to do in every school holiday. This can be found online. Just 

search for Fun in Brum October 2017 or use this link.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mrs S Adu 

Head Teacher  

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/1247/holiday_play_schemes_and_fun_in_brum
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Letter from the Chair of Governors 
 

Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s), 

Welcome to our October Newsletter.   

May I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to you all in this new term. A special 

welcome to our new pupils and their families who are joining the Hodge Hill Girls’ School 

community.   

The Governing body has met twice this term. Initially, for our first full governors meeting of 

the academic year and secondly for governor training around our whole school Ofsted 

priorities.   

We have been very pleased with our recent GCSE results and you will have seen the 

headline figures on the school website. The countdown has now started for the Year 11 

pupils who will start their mock exams in November. This half term holiday will provide an 

excellent opportunity for them to build up their revision skills. 

Finally, I meet with the Head Teacher, Mrs Adu on 

alternate Friday afternoons and I am available to meet by 

appointment with parents at this time.  Please contact me 

via the Clerk, Mr David Wallis, who, can be reached by post 

at the school address.  Looking forward to meeting with 

you at future Parent and Curriculum Consultation Evenings 

and Home School Community Partnership events. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

K Siva Yogaiswaran 

Chair of Governors 
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Welcome 
We welcome all our new pupils and their families to our Hodge Hill Girls’ School family.   

It is also a pleasure to welcome a number of new members of staff, who will be helping and 

support our pupils’ learning.  Ms Kerr, English Teacher; Miss Ayub and Ms Simpson 

Mathematics Teachers; Ms Emini, Miss Sattar, Ms Wenlock and Mr Newton, Science 

Teachers,Ms McCormack, Teaching Assistant; Mr Karim, English Mentor; Ms Kausar, Science 

Mentor; Miss Osman, Humanities Mentor and Mr Islam, Mathematics Mentor. 

 

Year Group Updates 

Year 11  

UCAS PROGRESS applications are well and truly under way. All pupils have now completed 

personal statements and are searching for the courses they would like to study, along with 

the colleges or sixth form they would like to attend. 

The Year 11 interviews are nearing completion. These interviews provide vital information 

for staff to write references that will assist each pupil with gaining a post-16 place. 

There was a fantastic turn out at the post-16 event 

on Tuesday 26th September. Over 200 parents and 

students attended with 9 post-16 providers who 

gave vital information about courses on offer, entry 

requirements, support and facilities available at 

their establishment. 

Parents were also informed about changes to GCSE 

grades and content. The importance of attendance 

was highlighted and the effect that has on grades. 

Parents were also told how they can support their 

daughters and things that they should be looking 

out for in terms of their 

daughter’s health and 

wellbeing during this 

important year. 

The Prom Committee has also started its work with fundraising in 

preparation for next years Prom.  

Ms Mughal (Year 11 Pastoral Manager) 
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Year 10   

I am pleased to see that the girls have settled well into Year 10 and are working hard.  Some 

pupils are already showing a keen interest in taking on additional responsibilities around 

school.  Could parents/carers remember to regular check and sign planners please.  If you 

have any queries or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mrs Maloney (Year 10 Pastoral Manager) 

Year 9  

Over all, Year 9 have settled in well in Upper School. The Form Tutors are working hard with 

the Year 9 Pastoral Manager in maintaining high school standards with uniform, behaviour 

etc. We work closely with families of our pupils on these issues and we thank our parents for 

their support and cooperation. 

It was wonderful to see a group of Year 9 pupils helping at the Autumn Family Festival, more 

on the Autumn Family Festival is later in this newsletter. 

Mr Ahmed (Year 9 Pastoral Manager) 

Year 8  

When volunteers were needed for the Receptionist role, the response from Year 8 pupils was 

overwhelming, with the majority of pupils putting their name forward for the role.  Training 

has been introduced and the standard of Receptionists has improved.  Several pupils have 

already been awarded Vivos for the professional way they conducted themselves. 

Mrs Dodd (Year 8 Pastoral Manager) 

Year 7  

Year 7 Curriculum Evening was held on 10th October.  Senior Faculty Leaders for English, 

Maths and Science gave informative presentations to parents about the topics the girls will 

be studying.  The Leadership Team told parents what to expect with the new GCSE 

examinations and how best to support their daughters at home, and Mr Shaw (Strategic IT 

Manager) provided useful information to parents about keeping the girls safe online.  Ms 

Middlehurst also met with parents to give information about our RADY programme.  A big 

thank you to the pupils who showed their leadership skills as receptionists, welcoming our 

parents into school.   

It was a pleasure to meet so many families. 

Ms Wilcox (Year 7 Pastoral Manager) 
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Summer School 
Our current Year 7 had the opportunity to attend Summer 

School for a week in August.  It was a great opportunity for 

the girls to get to know each other, key members of staff 

and the school in a more relaxed, informal atmosphere – a 

good time was had by all.   

We planted colourful 

flowers and evergreen 

shrubs in a wonderful 

display of pots and 

hanging baskets at the 

entrance to the school.  

Mrs Maloney led on 

baking and the girls made cakes and sandwiches for our 

street party 

at the end 

of the week. 

Hands On 

Science visited again for a day, leading very 

engaging workshops on rocket launching, 

bath bomb fabrication and elastic racers!  

Carrying out experiments was a fun way to 

develop their scientific understanding.   

 

The girls also enjoyed enhancing their dancing prowess in a 

Bollywood Dance workshop. 
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European Day of Modern Languages 
We celebrated the European Day of Languages, which took place on Tuesday 26th 

September. We had a lovely assembly delivered by our talented 

Year 11 pupils, who talked about dialects and 

languages, and encouraged us to reflect on the 

importance of learning a language.  

Lots of different activities happened 

throughout the school including a poster 

competition. 

A small 

selection of 

the posters 

are shown 

here.  Forms also eagerly 

completed a quiz during 

form time. 

 Year 11 students took 

part in the Vocab Express 

League of Champions. 

Congratulations to our 

Urdu classes, who 

finished 7th in the UK league 

table!! This was an amazing achievement!! 

Finally, we 

received many 

postcards from 

different countries in 

the European Union.  We were all excited to 

discover different cultures and see the lovely 

stamps. 

We are looking forward to making new friends all 

around Europe again 

during Christmas, 

when we may receive 

more beautiful 

postcards. 

   

Eesha 8,ML1 

Zara 9,3 

Samia 7,CL 
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Discussing Current News 
A selection of our More Able Year 7 students have been enthusiastically finding out about 

the world around them.  They are sharing their thoughts and feelings on a variety of current 

news articles every Friday lunchtime during our ‘Discussing Current News Club.’  This club has 

been created for pupils to increase their awareness of things happening around them, in 

order to stimulate a passion for writing creatively, a skill that is needed for English Language 

and other subjects across the curriculum.   

On Friday 6th October there were thoughtful 

discussions on the impact of Monarch Airways 

suddenly going into receivership, which resulted 

in 1,500 jobs lost, thousands of holidays cancelled 

and many families stranded at their holiday 

destinations.  

 Another topic debated was the record number of 

women going to university, which is accompanied 

with a reduction in the number of men applying.  

Many thanks to the regular attenders. 

 

 

Recognising Excellent Attendance 
At the end of September almost 300 pupils 

participated in our annual attendance reward trip 

to Drayton Manor Theme Park.   

At Hodge Hill Girls’ School, we view excellent 

attendance and punctuality as an essential lifelong 

habit, and we rely on parents and carers for their 

support in this.   

It is important that together we build the girls’ 

resilience.  There are few times when a pupil should be kept at home because they are 

unwell.  Pupils should continue to attend school if they have a cold, stomach ache, feeling 

sick etc.  If a pupil is too ill to stay in school a parent/carer will be contacted.   

A reminder that pupils should be in school by 8.40am at the latest.   

Our attendance target is 96% with a challenge target of 97%. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 
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World Mental Health Day  
This year is the 25th World Mental Health 

Day.  Within school an emphasis was on 

developing strategies to deal with stress.  

Sairah, a Year 11 pupil, produced and 

presented a   very interesting and thought-

provoking PowerPoint at all Assemblies 

during the week beginning 9th October.  

This was very well received by both pupils 

and staff 

Here are some key tips on how to help your daughter to manage stress and look after her 

mental health. 

1. Make sure your daughter eats a healthy balanced diet 

2. Ensure your daughter sleeps well: most teenagers need between 8 and 10 hours sleep 

a night.  A good night’s sleep will improve thinking, concentration and learning. 

3. Encourage exercise, which can boost energy levels and relieve stress. 

4. Help your daughter to study, ensure they have somewhere comfortable to complete 

homework and study. 

5. Talk to your daughter about school, homework, exams and any concerns they may 

have.  It is important to listen and be encouraging, positive and supportive. 

6. Make time for treats.  Encourage your daughter to take part in activities that she enjoys 

and finds relaxing. 

Online Safety 
There are over 3.5 billion people worldwide connected to the internet, many of whom are 

creating and sharing content.  Recent research by the NSPCC identified that children are most 

concerned about violence/hatred, suicide/self-harm, bullying and sexual online content.  It is 

also increasingly easy to share content and express personal opinions, many of which would 

not be spoken out publicly or shared through other 

ways.  While internet filtering can provide some 

protection, it may not remove all this content.  It is 

important that parents and 

young people openly discuss 

their online activity and share 

any concerns on content seen.  

This will help to provide 

appropriate support to pupils.  
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The Punctuation Show 
Our Year 7 pupils enjoyed participating in ‘The 

Punctuation Show’ on their first C and A Day of this 

academic year. This has proved extremely successful 

and popular with our pupils.  

The Punctuation Show produce many resources to 

support pupils, and they also produce materials that 

support parents in helping their children to develop 

understanding. Whilst some of this information is 

aimed at primary-aged pupils, it is still extremely useful 

as we seek to reinforce the learning undertaken at 

primary school and to support pupils with their learning 

at secondary school.  The Parents’ Guide can be downloaded by clicking here or visting 

http://ow.ly/C5gw30fQTbV.  

 

Autumn Family Festival 
The Autumn Family Festival was held on Friday 6th October 2017 between 5:00pm and 

7:00pm at Hodge Hill Girls’ School. This was an entertaining event that included music 

performed by Master Melody Academy and the Bollywood Boy Entertainment Crew.   

It was fabulous to see so many people enjoying themselves on the night.  Thank you to 

everyone for their help and support.   The money raised from this event has gone towards 

our adult education provision.  

During the evening there were many different 

stalls.  This included our Year 11 Prom Committee 

representatives, who were in action on the 

evening, raising money for the end of year Prom. 

They had a stall selling hot drinks and popcorn, 

which included the current trend, Pink Tea 

(Kashmiri Tea).  Year 11 pupils were also braiding 

hair and applying Mendhi.  It is fabulous to report  

a fantastic £85 was raised towards their end of year Prom. 

This event was run in association with our Home-School-

Community-Partnership (HSCP). We thank the HSCP for their help 

and support with the event  

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B25LingV-LRcdEIzNF9QcXFnX1U/view
http://ow.ly/C5gw30fQTbV


Hodge Hill Girls’ School Newsletter October 2017   Page 11 

 

Girls into Engineering with the Smallpiece 

Trust 
During the summer holidays four of our pupils participated in a fabulous residential 

opportunity at Warwick University.  Comfort and Saffah provided excellent reports of their 

experiences.  Our pupils stayed in the University student accommodation and were allocated 

to different teams to work on various engineering challenges during the daytime.  Comfort 

and Saffah also enjoyed the evening entertainment, where all the girls could socialise and 

make new friends.  The organised activities included a sports night, with the opportunity to 

take part in various sporting activities, a film night, where they watched LaLa Land, and on 

the final night a dinner and fancy-dress disco. 

The event was supported by female engineers from TFL (Transport for London), Babcock, 

Leonardo and NNL(National Nuclear Laboratory).  Saffah explained how interesting it was to 

meet different engineers including a civil engineer, who spoke about her time working 

abroad helping to supply clean fresh water and also a sports engineer.  Everyone was very 

encouraging for girls to pursue engineering careers, an area which is currently male 

dominated.  There are many different opportunities for engineering, which includes 

apprentiships, BTEC courses and university degrees to 

start the journey to becoming a qualified engineer. 

Saffah’s team had the opportunity to work with female 

engineers from Leonardo, who are a global high-tech 

company and one of the key players in Aerospace, 

Defence and Security. With the challenge to build a 

robot/rover to get through small areas of a cargo ship, 

detecting it’s surrounding and be able to block a leak. 

Saffah explained that they made the boards from 

scratch by attaching small pieces with soldiering. They 

then wrote computer programs for our boards to carry 

out their jobs. Each board had a different purpose and 

careful thought was needed on where the components 

were placed on the rover. One example, Saffah 

explained, is that the magnetic detector 

needed to be positioned at the front so that it 

could identify any metal obstacles.  The rover 

was controlled from an iPad, and although the 

team were nervous when they tested they were 

pleased that it was a success. 



Hodge Hill Girls’ School Newsletter October 2017   Page 12 

 

Comfort worked with National Rail on the task of building a railway track around Britain 

within a set budget.  If the track was convenient for people to use the team earned extra 

money.  Comfort is pleased to report that her team won 

the challenge.  Saffah also had great success on a similar 

challenge with Transport for London, explaining that they 

had to use their maths skills to work out costs and control 

the budget, in addition to developing teamworking skills. 

Comfort enjoyed working with the National Nuclear 

Laboratory to develop an idea on how to separate an 

atomic substance (sand and water).  This was followed by 

a team presentation to a ‘Dragons Den’ panel, who 

decided if they wanted to invest in the idea.  Comfort 

explains that in this challenge they had to work out costs, 

consider safety in addition to the materials they would use 

and how they would build it and rebuild it whenever they 

went wrong. 

All the activities the 

girls took part in 

demonstrated how varied a career in engineering 

would be.  Comfort said, “This was an amazing 

experience that I am glad to have taken part in.”  While 

Saffah elaborated, “The course gives you a chance to 

communicate with new people, which helps with your 

social skills and confidence. You really get to see how 

the lessons you learn in school are applied in real life in 

addition to the chance to learn new skills for the future 

and how to be independent.  It was very inspirational 

to see women in the field of engineering, which is usually associated with men. This was a 

great opportunity that hopefully next year more girls from Hodge Hill Girls’ School will 

experience.” 

Thank you to Comfort (10,4) and Saffah (10,6) for sharing their experiences from this fabulous 

opportunity. 
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GCSEPod - Supporting pupils’ independent 

learning 
With the Year 11 mock examinations approaching our pupils have started revising and 

preparing.  An excellent resource that is available for all our pupils is GCSEPod.  GCSEPod is a 

collection of 3-5 minute videos, with audio and visual graphics to support the learning of key 

information or explaining essential skills for GCSE examinations.  Pupils can access GCSEPod 

inside and outside school from their pupil dashboards in FROG.   It is also available on mobile 

devices. Pupils just need to use their school email address (e.g. 

123456@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk) and password to connect to GCSEPOD.  

 

  

mailto:123456@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk


Hodge Hill Girls’ School Newsletter October 2017   Page 14 

 

Notices 
Contact Information 

Please ensure that the school has your correct contact information.  All changes to address, 

telephone or email should be handed to reception or sent to 

enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk or. For change of address, please also provide a copy of a 

utility bill (e.g. council tax, electric, gas or water bill - not mobile phone bills) 

Mobile Phones  

A reminder that mobile phones should not be on or out while on school 

premises, this includes the driveway. Pupils must hand in their phone at 

the start of each day and collect it at the end of the day from the office. 

If a pupil is seen with a mobile phone it will be confiscated and held 

until a parent can pick it up.  

Free School Meals 

To apply for free school meals, please access our secure service at 

www.link2ict.org/fsm.  A link to this site is available on the school 

website home page.  There is a form to complete, but once this has been 

done, there will no longer be any need to bring proof of entitlement into 

school as it updates when circumstances change.   

Security and Parking 

All visitors must display their pass for entrance to the site.  Our Concierge will help you if you 

have an appointment in school. 

We respectfully request that you observe the restrictions on parking very close to school and 

consider the needs of local residents. I have also been asked to remind parents that their 

daughters must wear seatbelts in all vehicles including the community buses. Where girls do 

not observe this law, they are putting themselves and others at risk – fines may be enforced 

by the police. Thank you for your co-operation in not driving into school at the beginning and 

end of the day, thereby ensuring the safety of our own pupils and those of other local schools. 

If there are special circumstances, please contact the school to make an application for a 

vehicle pass – hopefully such circumstances will be rare. The community transport park in 

school, to avoid causing an obstruction on Bromford Road, leaving more parking space for 

other parents. If you have authorisation to enter and leave the school by car, please be 

considerate to avoid congestion in the narrow section of the 

driveway. 

Early Arrivals & Breakfast Club 

We open at 8:00am each day. Pupils must sign in and have parental 

agreement to be in school at this time. All other pupils may come 

into school from 8:35am to fill water bottles and go to lockers and 

toilets ready to start registration promptly at 8:45am. The Out of 

mailto:enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
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Hours Learning programme (OOHL) also supports a regular Homework Club at the end of the 

day. The Homework Club runs Monday-Thursday from 3:20pm-4:20pm. See below for a list 

of activities and clubs that run before school, during lunchtimes and after school. 

List of Activities/Clubs 

Activity/Club Day and Time Room 
Breakfast Daily, 08:00-08:35 Lower iLZ 

Y7/8 Quiet IT Homework Club Daily, 12:30-13:10 OLC 

Y7/8 IT Homework Club Daily, 12:30-13:10 UiLZ 

Y9 Quiet IT Homework Club Daily, 12:30-13:10 Room 1 

Y10/11 Quiet IT Homework Club Daily, 12:30-13:10 IT1 

Y10/11 Quiet IT Homework Club Monday, Thursday and Friday, 
12:20-12:50 

IT2 

Library Support Daily, 12:20-13:20 Library 

Maths Support Daily, 12:30-13:10 Room 15 

Humanities Homework Club Daily, 12:50-13:20  Room 4 

Physics catch up / help / 
intervention / drop in 

Daily, 12:50-13:15 PL Lab 

Chillax Daily, 12:20-13:20 Room 8 

Year 7 Maths/Literacy/English 
Intervention 

Daily, 12:20-12:50 Room 22 

Year 7, 8, 9 EAL Language 
Development Club 

Monday 12:20-12:50 Room 22 

Year 11 Science Catch Up Monday, 12:45-13:15 LL Lab 

Year 10 Science Catch Up Tuesday, 12:45-13:15 LL Lab 

More able drop-in support Tuesday, 12:20-12:50 Room 22 

Year 9 Science Catch Up Wednesday, 12:45-13:15 LL Lab 

Art Club (All Years) Wednesday, 12:30-13:10 Room A1 

Year 8 Science Catch Up Thursday, 12:45-13:15 LL Lab 

Meditation Thursday, 12:50-13:15 PL Lab 

Year 10, 11 EAL Advanced 
Language and Life Skills Club 

Thursday, 12:20-12:20 Room 22 

Year 7 Science Catch Up Friday, 12:45-13:15 LL Lab 

Year 7,8 More Able Discussing 
Current News Club 

Friday, 12:20-12:20 Room 22 

Homework Monday -Thursday, 15:20-16:30 OLC 

Maths and English Intervention Monday -Thursday, 15:30-16:30 Room 22 

Sports Clubs Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 15:30-16:30 

Lower Gym 

Creative Writing Club Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 15:30-16:30 

Room 22 

Year 11 Physics Tuesday and Thursday, 15:30-
16:30 

PL Lab 

GCSE Art Club Thursday,15:30-16:30 Room A1 
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Aims 
Pupils, Families, Staff and Governors working together in consultation to help every pupil 

make expected, better than expected or exceptional progress by: 

• Ensuring pupils achieve a minimum of 96% attendance and are not late 

• Rewarding personal endeavour and community commitment 

• Helping pupils overcome challenges in their work and behaviour 

• Supporting physical health and emotional resilience 

• Developing teaching and curriculum courses for high quality learning 

• Developing the site, building and resources for best value 21st century learning 

Calendar Dates 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Date Event 
Friday 20/10/2017 Staff Training Day 

Monday 23/10/2017 to 
Friday 27/10/2017 

Half Term Holiday 

Monday 30/10/2017 School open for all pupils 

Week commencing 
06/11/2017 

Remembrance Assemblies  
For all years 

Wednesday 08/11/2017 Careers Convention for  
Years 9 & 10 

Monday 13/11/2017 Year 11 Mock Examinations  
start 

Tuesday 14/11/2017 Year 12 Celebration Evening 

Friday 17/11/2017 Non-Uniform Day in aid of  
Children in Need 

Monday 20/11/2017 Governing Body Meeting 

Thursday 23/11/2017 SEND Parent Briefing 

Wednesday 29/11/2017 EAL Parent Briefing 

Monday 04/12/2017 Governing Body Meeting 

Wednesday 06/12/2017 Colomendy Parents Briefing (3:45pm-4:15pm) 

Week commencing 
11/12/2017 

Awards Assemblies for all years 

Tuesday 19/12/2017 Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 21/12/2017 and 
Friday 22/12/2017 

End of Term Performances 

Monday 25/12/2017 to 
Friday 05/01/2018 

Christmas Holiday – School Closed 

 

HODGE HILL GIRLS SCHOOL 

Bromford Road, Birmingham, B36 8EY 

Phone: 0121 464 3094. Web: www. hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk 

 @HodgeHillGirls      Hodge Hill Girls School  


