
 

 

 
 

  

April 2019 

Hodge Hill Girls’ School 

Newsletter 
 

International Women’s Day 

 

Finalist - Specialist Crafts 

Education Art Prize 

Competition 

STEAM Week 



 

www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk           2 

 

Headteacher’s Message 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),  

I am always delighted to see so many pupils getting actively 

involved in school life and being so successful. We have had 

a whole range of wonderful opportunities this term, some 

linked to science week, others based around performing arts, 

World Book Day, Mother’s Day, Growth Mindset as well as 

many after school activities. Thank you to our staff who have 

given their time to organise these events. This newsletter 

captures some of the highlights.  

As we approach the Easter break, we are moving into the 

really important exam season. Year 11 and Year 10 pupils 

should use the forthcoming break to thoroughly prepare and 

revise for their forthcoming exams in order to enhance their prospects of achieving to the best 

of their abilities. Any pupil in need of support should speak with their class teacher or a member 

of the pastoral team. 

Pupils in all year groups should continue to boost their literacy skills by reading regularly at 

home. The school has recently purchased a fantastic selection of new books to enhance our 

school library. Alternatively, libraries across the city offer a range of learning opportunities and 

assistance for our young people. 

Monday 29th April will be the start of the summer term. Pupils should be in their registration 

group promptly for an 8:35am start. Please ensure that your daughter is wearing the correct 

school uniform and is prepared for learning with the necessary equipment and homework 

completed. It is important that pupils start the term in a positive manner, and we value the 

support from parents in ensuring that good attitudes to learning are adopted. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs S Adu 

Head Teacher 

  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Message from Chair of Governors 

 Dear Parents/Carers,  

Changes in education continue to move at pace and this term 

the Governing body has met regularly to set the direction for 

the school. The new GCSE qualifications have required 

changes across all secondary schools and pupils and staff 

have been working hard as the final exams approach. You will 

be aware of budget constraints across all sectors and cuts in 

education have been widely reported at a local and national 

level. The Governing Body has set the school budget for the 

forthcoming academic year, ensuring that the needs of the 

school are met. 

We continue to invest in the school infrastructure. Our new 

reception area is now complete, and we are updating the site 

security with additional CCTV cameras and security fencing. Safeguarding our pupils is 

paramount. We have updated the signage in the car park so please support our drive on 

improving safety and only park in the designated bays. The roads around school can be 

exceptionally busy, while staff are on duty at the gate at the start and end of the school day, 

staff do not patrol the local vicinity. Please ensure that your daughter enters and leaves the 

school promptly and that she is aware of dangers from traffic and the importance of being in 

the right place at the right time. 

I take this opportunity to thank the school management team, parents and the local community 

for supporting the school to maintain a high standard of behaviour and in sustaining good 

discipline. 

The Governing Body meets regularly with calendared meetings throughout the year. I continue 

to meet with Mrs Adu, the Headteacher on alternate Friday afternoons and I am available to 

meet with parents by appointment at this time. I can be contacted via the Clerk to the Governors 

at the school address.    

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran 

Chair of Governors 

 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Finalist at Specialist Crafts Education Art Prize Competition 

Taibah, Year 10, was recently selected as a finalist for the 

Specialist Crafts Education Art Prize Competition. At the final a 

selection of pupils and their Art Teachers spent a day in a 

workshop with professional artist, Jennifer Collier.  The event was 

held in London and this is Taibah's account of the day.  

It was a great opportunity to work side by side with a real artist, 

Jennifer Collier. I was able to see some of her work and she 

explained how she used recycled materials to make art. Jennifer 

showed us different techniques with recycled materials such as 

fabric, plastic bags and melted wax.  She would demonstrate three 

different techniques and then I had a go at all of them. I particularly 

liked the wax boxes because we could put anything in them, and it 

was cool to see them harden. I also made my own sketch book, showing the different techniques 

we had done during the day. This has inspired me, encouraged me to think about different 

materials and how I can experiment with different samples for my work. 

You can see Taibah's winning piece of work "Mr Wise, the ugly owl" on the Specialist Crafts 

website http://www.educationartprize.com/2018-finalists. 

Netball League 

Sadly the netball league has now come to a close.  It has been a fantastic opportunity for our 

two teams to play competative sport against other local schools.  Our pupils have had great fun, 

played really well and worked hard each week. Although we did not get as many wins as we 

would like, our pupils have improved their netball skills and enjoyed palying together as a team. 

Thank you and well done to all the pupils from Year 7 to Year 10 who have shown such 

dedication and perseverence during the practices and matches.  We look forward to competing 

in further competitions against other schools and hopefully achieving more wins. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
http://www.educationartprize.com/2018-finalists
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Rewards Trip 

To celebrate academic and personal 

achievements this term we have rewarded the 

top 100 pupils in our school with a trip to the 

cinema to watch Dumbo, a recently released 

film.    Congratulations to all pupils who gained 

the highest number of positive behaviour points 

recognising their continuous efforts, 

achievements and contributions to school life. 

Pupils are continuing to be awarded positive 

behaviour points throughout school.  We are looking forward to arranging further celebrations 

for pupil efforts and achievements.  

GCSE Citizenship  

This term our Year 10 GCSE Citizenship group 

have been researching the issues around ‘single 

use plastics’.  Their projects culminated with 

presentations during March.  During their 

presentations, pupils shared ideas on how as a 

school and community we can reduce the 

amount of the plastic we can use and how we 

can recycle more. All of the presentations went 

really well, clearly demonstrating the effort, 

research and work completed.  Well done to all our pupils on achieving such a high standard 

with this project.   

STEAM Week 

We had an amazing festival of all things ‘STEAM’ – Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 

Mathematics – as part of British Science Week. Pupils enjoyed studying ‘The Psychology of the 

Court Room’, learning about Photography, creating animations of the heart in plasticine, First 

Aid skills, problem solving, testing their level of physical fitness and considering how a stronger 

understanding of how your mind works can support your learning to progress amongst many 

activities.  

A selection of photographs of the variety of activities follows: 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Performance 

STEAM week allowed many pupils to explore 

science, technology, engineering, art and maths 

further. As a Year 10 pupil, I found this very 

beneficial especially enjoying the Dr Jekyll and 

Mr Hyde workshop. Considering the Year 10 

English Literature exams are only a few weeks 

away, I found watching the performance very 

helpful, as it gave a clear portrayal of the 

characters. For example, the actor who played 

Dr Jekyll displayed a range of emotions; he was 

able to show feelings of joy as well as distress. Despite having limited space and few actors, the 

production team were able to re-enact Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde flawlessly and they even added 

extra scenes of their own, which I personally found very interesting as well as unique. 

Additionally, many pupils were fond of the props which were used during the production. I 

found the performance very enjoyable. 

(Safa, Year 10) 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Big Bang Science Trip 

On Friday 15th March the whole of Year 9 went 

to the NEC for one of their activities as part of 

STEAM week. All the pupils had a great time 

learning about and participating in STEAM 

activities, getting careers advice and watching 

entertaining shows.  

Pupils had the opportunity to talk to a vast 

number of professionals about STEAM careers, 

find out what their jobs are really like and learn 

about pathways into different careers.  

There was also a variety of hands on activities for pupils to try including: V-R headsets, 

programming robots, 3-D selfies, space ballet and exploring the human body! 

Here are what some of our pupils thought about the day: 

“I enjoyed the trip to the Big Bang Fair as it helped me to understand different careers in STEAM.  

I did not know there were so many different jobs that involved science! This trip has helped me 

be more open minded” Aisha (9x1) 

“The Big Bang Fair was incredible.  There was so much to do!  My favourite was speaking to the 

engineers and scientists; learning about their lifestyles was inspirational.  Big Bang has 

broadened my view of STEAM.” Ifrah (9X1). 

Geography Field Trip 

Pupils in Year 10 spent the day at Carding Mill 

Valley, Shropshire, collecting data for the 

fieldwork component of their GCSE. FSC’s 

(Fieldwork Study Centre) expert field teachers 

led the teaching and provided pupils with 

exemplar sites to visit that ensured pupils 

gained the transferable knowledge, skills and 

understanding associated with the six stages of 

the fieldwork enquiry process. Despite the cold 

and windy start to the day, pupils persevered in collecting bedload data, working out the wetted 

perimeter and velocity of the river water. This will help them gain the grades they need within 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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the fieldwork-related exam questions that is worth 15% of total marks, covering unfamiliar 

contexts as well as pupils’ own experiences. 

Animals in Hands 

Year 7 enjoyed some fascinating workshops by Animals in Hands.  During the workshops pupils 

learnt about different classifications of animals. They learnt about general classification of 

vertebrates and invertebrates, and further groups such as mammals, reptiles, amphibians etc.  It 

was fabulous to have the opportunity to hold and stroke a variety of animals from snakes to 

chinchillas, spiders to owls.  This provided a great learning opportunity for our pupils to consider 

and reflect on the similarities and differences in the animals, their habitat and diet. 

     

Leonardo Da Vinci Exhibition 

A group of Year 8 and Year 9 pupils visited Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery to view a 

selection of Leonardo Da Vinci’s drawings from the Royal Collection. The exhibition titled 

“Leonardo da Vinci: A Life in Drawing”, is part of a nationwide event to mark the 500th 

anniversary of his death and is designed to give the widest-ever UK audience the opportunity 

to see the work of this extraordinary artist.  The drawings selected represent Da Vinci’s varied 

interests from anatomy, cartography and botany and therefore made this exhibition a perfect 

link between art and science in STEAM week. Below are some of the comments from pupils 

who attended the exhibition: 

 “I would describe Leonardo’s drawings as intricate and detailed, it’s cool how he used his artistic 

abilities for discoveries, inventions and educational purposes.”   

“To see Da Vinci’s art close up was overwhelming as it was weird to think the exact paper was 

drawn on 500 years ago. My favourite drawing of Leonardo’s was ‘the tree’ as it was very simple 

and looked beautiful.”  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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“I would describe Da Vinci’s drawings as very detailed sketches. I really liked the map because 

it looked different from his other art work.”  

Archery Taster Session 

On 2nd April, a group of pupils visited Nechells 

Sports Centre to participate in an informal ‘Give 

It a Go’ session on Archery.  Many of our pupils 

were new to archery and this was an exciting 

opportunity to try a new sport.  The morning 

consisted of coaching from archery coaches, 

which included Josh Smith, a talented archer on 

the GB talent programme.  In the afternoon 

pupils had the opportunity to put what they 

have learnt into practice, as they took part in an 

archery competition.  Congratulations to all our pupils who participated, they participated to a 

high standard and were a credit to the school.  

We are exploring options for offering experience of archery within school.  There is the potential 

for the pupils who attended this trip to become Sports Leaders and show other pupils archery, 

subject to the availability of the appropriate equipment. 

 This Girl Can 

This Girl Can is a campaign to promote exercise 

and physical activity for girls and women.  To 

support this initiative at the end of March, 

pupils and staff were challenged to join the PE 

faculty and walk a mile during lunch time. To 

complete the challenge pupils and staff walked 

8 laps of the tennis courts. It was great to see 

so many pupils taking part and fantastic that 

many pupils from Key Stage 3 joined the event 

on both days. 

There were 140 Key Stage 3 pupils and 80 Key Stage 4 pupils who completed the challenge 

over the two days.  In recognition house points were awarded to all pupils who took part.  Bears 

gained the most points for Key Stage 3, while Jets received the most points for Key Stage 4.  

However, Harriers were the overall winner with the most points from both key stages. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Building on the success of this event the PE faculty are considering ideas for future events and 

the potential to repeat the challenge before the end of the school year. 

 Mindset Workshops 

As part of our partnership with Learning 

Performance, a number of pupils in Year 7, Year 

8 and Year 9 have taken part in Mindset 

Workshops. These workshops support pupils in 

thinking about their own mindset and how they 

can develop a growth mindset to support their 

progress. Pupils also had the opportunity to 

explore different strategies to support their 

revision and to consolidate learning throughout the school year. When asked about what they 

had learnt, feedback from pupils included; 

“Never give up. Think big.” 

“How to feel confident and how to feel good about yourself.” 

“How to control your mindset and how to take care of your brain.” 

“Think carefully before doing something. Work hard for what you want in the future.” 

“Try your hardest, and it’s okay to make mistakes.” 

Spanish Play 

Me gustó el espectáculo, "El Viejo Salón" 

porque fue muy cómico, los actores fueron 

muy talentosos y la audiencia fue parte del 

espectáculo. Las palabras y el idioma usado 

eran fáciles y compresibles, pero había algunas 

palabras nuevas que aprendimos como, 

"Mago" y "concurso". ¡Personalmente la pasé 

chévere!  porque fui parte del espectáculo y mi 

parte favorita fue al comienzo, cuando 

sorprendí a la audiencia porque estaba escondiendo bajo la mesa en el escenario Espero que 

en el futuro vamos a ver muchos más espectáculos como este!  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Translation: I really enjoyed the Spanish play 

"El Viejo Salon" because it was very funny, the 

actors were very talented and the audience 

was involved in the Play. The vocabulary and 

language used was simple and understandable, 

however there were some new words that we 

learned, for example "Mago"(Magician) and 

"concurso"(competition). Personally, I had a lot 

of fun because I was involved in the play and 

my favourite part was at the start, when I surprised the audience by coming out of the table. I 

hope that in the future we will have many plays like this one! 

(Auyoon, Year 10) 

Careers Week 

National Careers Week was during March. 

There were a variety of activities during form 

time and lessons, which were designed to get 

pupils thinking about their future and potential 

careers. Lessons started with videos on careers 

for each subject; there were form time quizzes 

and during PSHCE pupils considered the skills 

they would need in the world of work and 

labour market information.  It was fascinating to 

read the display in the foyer, consisting of a 

note by each pupil of their ambitions and future careers.  

A highlight to the week was welcoming visitors from the BBC, who spoke about their path into 

various careers in the media industry; providing inspiration for our pupils and answering their 

questions. 

It was also wonderful to welcome previous pupils who talked about their current careers which 

included accounting and working the Shakespeare museum in Stratford upon Avon. Both 

experiences left pupils feeling inspired and raised aspirations from feedback given.   

During April there are several visitors came into school to talk to pupils about careers. This 

included a talk about Cambridge and Oxford universities to help raise aspirations and talks about 

apprenticeships.  This helped pupils to understand different opportunities, the qualifications 

needed, and how to apply.   

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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 French Trip 

On 3rd March, a group of staff and pupils went to Disneyland Paris to attend a Science 

Conference and to discover the magical Disney World too. 

It was an early start for the journey by coach 

and Eurotunnel. On arrival there was an 

opportunity to explore the park and practice 

our French speaking when ordering food for 

tea.  Feeling very tired we travelled to our 

accommodation.  Everyone was happy to be in 

Paris! 

The Science Live conference took place at the 

Cinema Gaumont on the second day. It was 

fascinating to hear from David Wilson, Walt Disney Company Imagineer, who has managed the 

development of many of the rides and attractions at both Disney and Universal parks, including 

“Rock ‘n’ Roller Coaster starring Aerosmith”, “Moteurs… Action! Stunt Show Spectacular” and 

many more. Dr Andrew Szydlo, who is a famous chemist, showed us a series of demonstrations 

on fireworks and special effects. This was followed by Steve Mould, who talked about illusions 

in animations. The conference was outstanding, 

it was fascinating to hear about all that happens 

behind the scenes. After the conference we 

enjoyed the park rides and finally watched 

breath-taking fireworks. 

Another highlight was on the last morning, 

when we had the chance to meet Mickey and 

Minnie during the parade that also included all 

our loved characters! 

This was a very memorable trip for all the girls 

and for the staff too! 

GCSE Pod 

GCSE Pod usage has grown hugely this year, and we are one of the three highest using schools 

in the Midlands. We know that regular use of GCSE Pod, as one of a range of revision strategies, 

supports pupil progress. The highest users in each year group each week are recognised with 

positive behaviour points, and every pupil watching 10 or more pods a week receives a positive 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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behaviour point. Pupils in Years 10 and 11 are able to use 

GCSE Pod to support learning for their GCSEs, while pupils 

in Years 7, 8 and 9 are able to look ahead to their GCSE 

learning and many teachers will set GCSE Pod tasks as part 

of homework. 

Please continue to encourage your daughter to use GCSE 

Pod and to make use of the different strategies to support 

parental involvement; please see the ideas at the end of 

the newsletter. 

Out of Hours Learning Reminders  

We are pleased to announce that there are some new PE clubs for basketball, rounders and 

cricket starting during week commencing 6th May.  These are open to all pupils and are part of 

our ‘This Girl Can’ activities to promote exercise and fitness amongst our pupils. To join one of 

these clubs, pupils should collect a letter from the PE teacher and return the signed consent 

form to our Admin Office. 

There are also many opportunities throughout the week for additional support for pupils.  

Should your daughter wish to join our ‘Out of Hours Learning’ programme, she must return the 

appropriate consent form to the Admin Office.   

Please ensure that, if you are collecting your daughter from an after-school session, you come 

down the drive and into Reception; this enables us to supervise pupils.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

• Homework 

Club 

• Maths 

 

• Basketball (from 

7th May) 

• English   

• Health and 

Social Care 

• History 

Ambassadors  

• Homework 

Club 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• History 

• Homework 

Club 

• Mathematics 

• Rounders (from 

8th May) 

• Science 

• Spanish 

• Urdu 

 

• Art, Craft and 

Design 

• Cricket (from 

9th May) 

• English 

• Fine Art 

• History 

• Homework 

Club 

• Mathematics 

• Science  

 

• French 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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International Women’s Day 

Throughout school there were various activities to celebrate International Women’s Day.  Year 

10 Art enrichment class used this as an inspiration to create fantastic art.  

  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Ideas for Activities during the Easter Holidays 

Photography Exhibition at Midlands Art Centre: Kate Holt & Plan International UK: Brave: 

The Girls of South Sudan 

Plan International UK presents Brave: The Girls of South Sudan, a photography exhibition by 

Kate Holt, showing girls’ everyday lives as they survive in the world’s youngest country. The 

girls of South Sudan have faced it all. Conflict, violence and hunger; and they are still just 

teenagers. See their lives in this powerful exhibition with photography by award-winning 

photographer Kate Holt which runs from Saturday 30 Mar until Sunday 19 May at the People's 

Postcode Lottery Community Gallery, Midlands Art Centre. More information is available on 

this link. 

Birmingham Museums – There are lots of different events, exhibitions and family workshops 

organised by Birmingham Museums that are happening during the Easter Holidays across the 

city.  More information is available on this link. 

Art Competition – Inspire 19 Art Competition – Organised by Birmingham Museums there is 

the opportunity to win up to £200 of CASS Art Vouchers and many other prizes!  To enter 

pupils, need to create a piece of art inspired by the theme of ‘What does family mean to you?’  

Artwork could be inspired by a family pet, parents, siblings, foster family, carers or 

grandparents…  The closing date is Friday 31st May and more information is available on this 

link. 

Leonardo da Vinci Exhibition at Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery – There is a fantastic 

opportunity to view drawings by the famous artist Leonardo da Vinci at Birmingham Museum 

and Art Gallery between February and May. This is a temporary exhibition that opens on 1st 

February celebrating the 500th anniversary since his death.  For more information click on this 

link. 

Easter Holiday Opportunity – It's Lit Link Up is back to hold a weeklong programme for young 

people, aged 13-19 years old, which will take place during the Easter School Holiday.  The aim 

and purpose of It's Lit Link Up is to engage young people in creative arts, music and digital 

media, whilst developing their interpersonal skills, confidence and instigate positive learning 

and working well with others.  During the week of activities there will be various creative 

practitioners from the music industry, arts and dance community to give advice and support at 

each session.  More information is available on this link. 

BOM (Birmingham Open Media) – Is a free gallery in the centre of Birmingham for Art, 

technology and science dedicated to creative innovation with a purpose.  It contains cutting 

edge digital artworks and exhibitions that spark debate about technology and scientific 

progress.  More information is available on this link.

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
https://macbirmingham.co.uk/exhibition/brave-the-girls-of-south-sudan?utm_source=Arts+and+Culture+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9cebe39d0c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_03_20_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1e6421559d-9cebe39d0c-556473641
http://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/events/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&event_type_id=&venue_id=&audience_type_id=&event_date=&button=
http://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/blog/posts/inspire-19
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http://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/bmag/whats-on/leonardo-da-vinci-a-life-in-drawing
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https://www.linkupbrum.co.uk/
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