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Our Key Values are:

•
•
•
•
•

Partnerships
Respect
Inspiration
Determination
Excellence
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Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to the first newsletter of the new academic year. We have all enjoyed getting back into familiar
routines and returning to previous ways of working. Pupils have quickly adapted to the changes and
have benefitted from the enrichment and pupil leadership opportunities on offer. This newsletter
highlights some of the positive work that has taken place over the first few weeks.
The assembly programme has covered a wide range of topics including European Day of Languages,
Black History Month, Celebration of the Girl Child and World Poverty Day. We have been able to
celebrate the diversity of our school, showcasing the number of languages spoken by our pupils and
staff as well as the pastoral and academic achievements of the half-term. Some of our pupils did an
excellent job leading assemblies demonstrating personal confidence, teamwork and public speaking
skills. Well done girls!
Our PRIDE values remain central to all that we do. In addition, we actively promote our monthly
character values reminding us all in September of the importance of Respect and in October Kindness.
We demonstrated these values with our charity work, generously donating to the pamper hampers
raffled as prizes for our chosen charity ‘Breast Cancer Awareness.’
Pupils have been working hard and are ready for the change of routine that a holiday brings. We look
forward to welcoming them back on Monday 1st November for another exciting half-term.
Best wishes
Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Adu
Head Teacher

Message from the Chair of Governors
Dear Parents/Carers
The new school year is now underway and it has been a pleasure to welcome our pupils back in their
smart new uniforms. The building has also had an update with new canopies installed and classrooms and
work areas updated to make a welcoming and modern learning environment. These changes have been
well received by pupils and staff.
A special welcome to the parents of new pupils who have started the school this year. It can be a daunting
change for young people and I hope that your daughter is settling in well.
The Governing Body continues to meet regularly as part of our calendared meetings and Governors also
visit the school as part of the working day. It has been wonderful to see a more normal approach to teaching
and learning and all the hard work undertaken.
Yours sincerely,

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran
Chair of Governors
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Art & Design – Ms R Corser

Year 11 pupils have been proving that you can draw anywhere with some chalk drawings on the tarmac
outside the school building. The Big Draw Festival is a worldwide celebration of drawing, promoting the
importance of drawing as a tool for learning, expression, and invention. This year the theme is Make
the Change and gives us a chance to think about ways to live in balance with the world around us and
to reconnect with each other to create a better world. As you can see Year 11 pupils have been thinking
about looking after the earth and using chalks to create the artwork means the work was not permanent
and will get washed away in the rain, so will not impact on our environment. Well done Year 11 for
giving up your time to make an impact.
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Art Ambassadors
Thank you to all the girls who applied to become an Art Ambassador. There was a terrific
response across all year groups and some great ideas in the applications to help in
promoting the importance of art.

A trip to Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Year 10 GCSE Fine Art pupils spent a wonderful day visiting Birmingham Botanical Gardens in
Edgbaston on Thursday 21st October. Pupils observed a wide range of plants across four glasshouses;
Tropical, Sub-tropical, Mediterranean & Arid. Spending time in each of the climatic areas allowed Year 10
pupils to draw and photograph plants of all different shapes and sizes as well as learning about their uses.
Pupils even saw a unique plant in the subtropical house. It is a tree fern (Dicksonia x lathamii) which is the
only plant of its kind in the world and described in the Gardeners’ Chronicle of 1885 as “this very noble
fern which appears to be of hybrid origin”. Out in the gardens pupils collected fallen, leaves, twigs and
petals for a workshop delivered by staff at the Botanical Gardens. This offered a different experience
making a piece of artwork inspired by sculptor Andy Goldsworthy, who creates site specific sculptures
inspired by the surrounding landscape.
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Back in the classroom, pupils will be adding their photographs to their GCSE coursework and will begin to
develop a range of work based on this visit.
A fantastic day out, made even better by the lovely weather!

Charities: Mrs D Woodcock – Assistant Head Teacher

On October 3rd, 2021, I completed the London Marathon in a time of 3
hours and 33 minutes.
A huge thankyou to all the staff at Hodge Hill Girls' School who supported
my chosen charity of Water Aid.
In the end the total amount of money raised for over £1100, which will go
towards to providing clean water and toilets to communities around the
world.
Thank you also to all the Hodge Hill Girls' School students who offered their
encouragement in the lead up to the event and their congratulations on
completion of the marathon!

Mr D Dhesi
Director of Teaching and Learning

Pamper Hampers for Breast Cancer – House Competition

We have had an amazing response from the school community with bringing in items for our Breast Cancer
Hampers. We have managed to make 12 hampers because of the student’s generosity, and we are so
grateful to have such thoughtful and supportive students.
Our House Captains and House Reps then did a brilliant job of taking these items and turning them into
hampers. Making sure to show off the best products in the hope students would then buy raffle tickets to
win the hamper.
The House Captains and House Reps started selling the tickets giving up their break and lunch times to
encourage people to take part. On Friday 15th October our first day of selling we already had loads of
students willing to support the cause and buy tickets.
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The House Captains and House Reps have been great leaders and the competition has really encouraged a sense
of pride between the houses which is exactly what we wanted to see.
Winners were announced on Friday 22nd October and they were excited to take home their luxury hamper.
We raised over £700.00.

Meet a few of our lucky
winners!

Hodge Hill Girls' School
Bromford Road
Birmingham
enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
B36 8EY

Website: www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
Telephone: 0121 464 3094
Email:

MacMillan Coffee Morning
In September as a school we raised £105.00 for Macmillan Cancer by having a coffee morning for staff
and a raffle for a teddy bear for pupils. This was won by Rida in 7W. Well done and thank you.

Well done to everyone!
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The Inclusion Department

Chillax lunch club has proved hugely popular this half term with pupils of all ages attending over the two
sessions. It runs daily and has a variety of activities to do, such as painting, beads, drawing, colouring,
reading, board games, and much more. The lunch club is run by a Teaching Assistant and provides a
great space for pupils to go during less structured times.
The pupils have been busy creating a variety of objects this half term. Here are just a few.
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Raising Aspirations - Miss C Middlehurst Assistant Headteacher
Summer Holiday Learning Activities

Well done to the pupils across Year 8-11 who completed a number of
summer learning activities which were designed to help them consolidate
learning from 2020-21 and to look ahead to learning for 2021-22. Pupils
have been awarded certificates for their efforts, and one lucky pupil who
completed the activities has been picked at random from each year group
to receive a Love2Shop voucher.

Learning Performance Workshops
We have held three very successful workshops as part of our partnership
with Learning Performance to support pupils and parents/carers with
developing their knowledge about different strategies to support learning,
including memory techniques, organisation skills and mindset. It was
particularly lovely to be able to welcome over 30 Year 7 parents/carers
and their daughters into school in September for a workshop on
‘Supporting Your Daughter with her Learning’. For many of our Year 7
parents, this was the first time they had been able to come into the school
building because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and their daughters were
able to give them a tour of the school. 88.9% of parents/carers attending
rated the workshop as ‘extremely helpful’ or ‘very helpful’ with one parent
commenting that this was ‘a very good workshop to help young girls
taking the step into secondary school’.
Groups of pupils from both Year 10 and Year 11 also took part in
workshops with a strong focus on developing confidence as they move
closer to their GCSE exams.
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Year 11 MADE Revision Workshop
Year 11 pupils had an extremely productive first day of term back in September as
all pupils participated in a workshop run by MADE Training called ‘Exams Made
Easy’ to support the development of revision skills. 95% of our pupils said that they would be using a
number of the techniques. The workshop was planned to enable the pupils to start the year with a clear
focus on revision as they prepare for their November mocks and their final GCSE exams next summer.

GCSEPod
Many of our pupils have been busy again this half-term, using GCSEPod to support their
learning across a number of subjects. 9778 pods were accessed between 1st September and
15th October with History, English Literature and Biology the most watched subjects during
this period.
We are particularly proud of Duaa in Year 9 who achieved ‘Star Podformer Status’ in September as the
pupil with the highest usage across 1800 schools worldwide who use GCSEPod; she has received a
certificate from GCSEPod to recognise her efforts.

We received this certificate just before October half term recognising our pupils for watching over 10,000
pods already this academic year; this represents a huge commitment from many of our pupils to
independent learning to support the work they are carrying out in the classroom.
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Modern Foreign Languages – Mrs F Malik

We have celebrated ‘The European day of languages ' on the 26th of September at Hodge Hill Girls school.
I have delivered an assembly with my fellow pupils Tania, Zulaikha, and Alyshah to celebrate the diversity
of languages spoken across Europe. Our focus was on the benefits of learning a language and the
opportunities in employment. The day is marked and celebrated annually to promote language learning
and to celebrate the cultural diversity of Europe. Many pupils have taken part in the language quiz, and
the winners were Maryam A, Alayna B, and Aysha T.
Reported by: Anmol H Year 10
Language plays a significant role in all our lives, and the pleasures of speaking go hand in hand with its
immeasurable benefits. The importance of language is vast as it's one of the primary means of
communication and self-expression for people of all ages. One advantage would be: enhanced problem
solving skills, which further leads to an advanced creative thinking capacity. Language learning has been
shown to improve a student’s cognitive function, adding to longer term benefits such as: improved memory
with enhanced verbal and spatial abilities - ultimately proving to be beneficial throughout.
Overall, being bilingual not only makes you a better multitasker, but also ensures to prove useful in future
opportunities, such as jobs and in the workplace.
Reported by: Alyshah M Year 10

Every year on September 26th, a day of
different and interesting spoken languages is
celebrated all over Europe. On this day people
all over Europe take part in various activities
and they encourage to learn the languages
spoken in Europe. This day was also celebrated
with great enthusiasm at Hodge Hill Girls. We
held an assembly and asked fellow students
why it is important to speak more than one
language? According to Rumi, "Speak a new
language so that the world becomes a new
world" and Nelson Mandela has well said that
"when you speak to someone in the language
he understands, it goes to his mind but when
you speak in their language, it goes to their
heart. How many languages do you know?
Reported by: Tania H
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Maths Department – Ms M Ainge

Mathematics
Students have made an excellent start to the year in Mathematics. They have responded well to the new
'Presentation matters in Maths' initiative, aimed at improving consistency across all groups, encouraging
students to take pride in their work and solve problems in a logical and structured manner.
Hegarty Maths was relaunched at the start of the year with 92% of students now accessing the
programme. Students have already completed over 1500 learning hours on the programme so far this
term and leader boards are constructed each week to reward students' achievements.
Thank you for your continued support in ensuring students have the correct equipment for lessons and
checking Hegarty homework is completed on a weekly basis - this will help your daughters make
progress in Mathematics.

PE Department – Miss S Walker
The PE Department have had a busy and positive start to the new academic year providing pupils with
lunchtime and after school sports clubs with most clubs being full to capacity. Pupils can book onto after
school clubs through the school comms system and the PE Department are hoping to offer some more
opportunities after half term.
The BTEC Sport pupils from Year 10 and Year 11 have been coming along to PE clubs and supporting
the younger pupils with their leadership and mentoring skills allowing a fun and enjoyable atmosphere. It
has been great to see the KS4 pupils taking responsibility for the club and showing the younger pupils
why they enjoy PE.
The PE Dept have provided a group of Year 10 pupils with an opportunity to try different sports. Chrissie,
a coach linked to our Kingsbury partnership, has been coming in and providing sporting opportunities in
activities such as Boccia, Fencing and Archery.
There are monthly challenges being set by the PE Department. This month it was the "Plank Challenge"
but keep an eye out for the November challenge along with House competitions next half term.
Keep active and have fun!
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Upper Pastoral – Year 11 and Year 10
Year 11 have made a very positive start to this academic year. The majority have returned with a
positive, mature attitude towards their learning.
Girls have applied and been appointed for the posts of House Captains and Prefects in each House.
They have all been helping to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer and Breast Cancer.
We had a rewards assembly on Wednesday 20th October and girls were rewarded for 100%
Attendance and Silver and Bronze awards for behaviour points received. A girl from each House group
received a nomination for Form Pupil. The assembly was delivered by Year 11 Prefects.
I hope the year 11 have restful half term.
Mrs Kennie – Pastoral Manager Year 11

Year 10 have had a very positive start to this academic year. They have returned with a
positive, mature attitude towards their learning and supported each other in social times.
Year 10 pupils applied for the posts of House Captains and Prefects in September and have
been contributing to the events such as, Breast Cancer Hamper Raffle and helping to deliver
assemblies.
We have celebrated their achievements in an Awards Assembly, where certificates and prizes
were presented for:
•
•
•
•

100% Attendance
Silver and Bronze awards
Value of the month chosen by their form tutors
and our weekly 'Star of the week' chosen by Miss O'Hagan.

As the Pastoral Manager of Year 10, I would like to take this opportunity to wish the Girls a
restful half term.
Miss O'Hagan – Pastoral Manager Year 10
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Lower Pastoral – Year 7, 8 and Year 9
Prizes for Year 8 pupils who received a gold certificate with the most positive points (75+) since September
2021.

66 pupils received 100% Attendance certificates. Congratulations Year 8 for the most pupils with
100% Attendance this term.
Pupils had to write a short story for a writing competition and each winner received a certificate and a
congratulation gift.

Holiday Dates
We close for the holidays on Friday 22nd October.
Whole school re-opens to all year groups Monday 1st November 2021.
Teacher Training Day: Friday 26th November 2021
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