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Just some of the produce grown by Ms
Wilcox and pupils from Hodge Hill Girls’
School.

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to
understand more, so that we may fear less.”

Marie Curie
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Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been so nice to welcome back your daughter to the school in
September. The school has come to life as our young people fill the building
with their chat and exuberance. We have been impressed with the way that
our pupils have adapted to the new routines and ways of working. The new
systems and procedures may be different and at times challenging for us all,
but we are pleased for the opportunity to be learning in school in this time of
a ‘new normal.
Our teachers and support staff have been working hard to ensure that quality
learning opportunities are taking place, be this in the classroom or accessed
via our online platforms for those who are self- isolating. I would like to
express my thanks to them all for their dedication at this time. It has been a
long half term and I am sure that pupils and staff are looking forward to the half term break.
The year 7 pupils have settled in well to the school and it is hard to imagine that they have not had the
chance to visit previously due to the national restrictions. It is lovely to see them wear our new school
uniform with pride and adapt to life in secondary school. They have made new friends and confidently
navigate their new surroundings.
Our staff team continues to develop, and we welcome a number of new staff to the Hodge Hill Girls’ School
family this term. We wish them well in their new roles.
Mr Dhesi
Mrs Clews
Mrs Hussain
Miss Khan
Mr Burbank
Miss Grant
Miss Shah

Director of Teaching and Learning
Director of Inclusion /Senco
HOD Business Studies
Teacher of Maths
Teacher of RS
Teacher of Music
Teacher of Spanish

You will see from the newsletter that our pupils are still benefitting from learning, leadership and personal
development opportunities. I hope that you enjoy reading about our news from this half- term.
I wish you all a restful half term break and would like to extend my appreciation for your continued support
during these challenging times.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Adu
Head Teacher
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Message from Chair of Governors
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to Hodge Hill Girls’ School this autumn term. I hope that
your daughter is settled into her new routines and enjoying being back
in the school building. There have been numerous changes to ensure
that the required guidance is followed, and the Health and Safety of the
wider school community remains our priority.
You will have been aware that at times some pupils have needed to
self-isolate on the advice of Public Health England. We appreciate your
help by following the latest guidance, keeping your daughter at home if
she is displaying Covid symptoms or she has been in contact with
someone who has tested positive. In such cases she will need to have a
test and school should be notified of the outcomes. By working together,
we will be in a position to best protect our community.
We appreciate your total commitment to protect students health and
wellbeing by adopting to the new processes in the school.
We have been very pleased with the positive progress made by our Year 11 pupils last year in very
difficult circumstances. Our results show year on year improvements and we will welcome the GCSE
exams in the summer term of 2021. The current Year 11 pupils are studying for their first mock exams in
November and have started their preparation for Post 16 applications.
The Governing Body attends to school business at timetabled meetings throughout the year. I continue
to meet with the Headteacher regularly in school and you can contact me via the school if required.
Yours sincerely,

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran
Chair of Governors

School Uniform
The new school uniform as follows:
➢ Burgundy blazer – embroidered with the school logo
➢ School Sweatshirt with the school logo (burgundy Year 8-10, black Year 11)
➢ White shirt, short or long sleeved
➢ Plain black skirt (knee length)
➢ Black trousers/Shalwar kameez
➢ Plain, black flat shoes/ankle boots (No trainers, canvas shoes, sandals)
➢ Plain black socks/tights
➢ Plain black headscarf (optional item)

School Prefects 2020
We are pleased to announce that each year group have selected students as their School Prefects. As a
School Prefect, they will be asked to take on extra duties in addition to their normal studies and
extracurricular activities. They are expected to behave in an exemplary manner, setting the standard by
which other students will measure themselves. They play a vital role in ensuring that the ethos of the
school carries across to all areas of school life.
Being given the title and position of School Prefect is an honour and a privilege. We hope that the students
that have been selected will look back at their time in this role with a sense of pride, particularly in future
years when they move on to college or university.

YEAR 7 PREFECTS

YEAR 8 PREFECTS

YEAR 9 PREFECTS

YEAR 10 PREFECTS

YEAR 11 PREFECTS

Natasha N
Anisa M
Mariam K
Alishba A
Mumina S
Maryam A
Safa P
Humaira I
Husna G
Hafsa A
Amina A
Zaveria
Anmol
Safa z
Marwa Z
Falak H
Alima I
Halima N
Emaan S
Sabah B
Hibbah H
Aiza A
Sehar M
Aliza F
Ribqah M
Sahar A
Arooj I

Anum A
Bisma H
Iona E
Maya S

Aisha Z
Ammaarah B
Amira A
Aneeqa
Alyshah M
Simran A
Hamera Al
Humiya M
Simra M
Alishba H
Danya M
Ruqayyah A
Aiman N
Zuha S
Alisha A
Zara A
Haniyah A
Ayana J
Madiha A

Pastoral Team – Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11
We would like to congratulate a large number of students who have really impressed with their positive
attitude to learning on their return to school. It is a pleasure to reward so many students with certificates
and gifts.
A number of Year 8 students were rewarded with an opportunity to watch a 3D movie. This was really well
received, and a student commented ' My thoughts of the cinema experience, was utterly amazing. I thought
that what Mrs Khatun did for us and gave us a privilege was very thoughtful of her. The 3D experience
was lovely and the fact that Mrs Khatun was serving us drinks, sweets was very kind of her, my experience
was fun and I enjoyed it’’ - Wafa.
In addition, we would also like to commend a large number of students who went above and beyond to
complete their schoolwork during lockdown. These students are being rewarded with special certificates
alongside a £10 shopping gift card which can be spent at their discretion.
Next term there will be many opportunities for students to be recognised for their positive attitude and
commitment to learning. So, if you missed out this term there will be further opportunities for you after the
October half-term break.
Finally, some inspirational quotes from our house representatives:
Serena Williams:
''You have to believe in yourself when no one else does.''
Marie Curie:
''Be less curious about people and more curious about ideas.''
Rosa Parks:
''Each person must live their life as a model for others.''
Dr N Malik – Deputy Headteacher

SEND
Flash Academy Summary Report
The Flash Academy application has given the teachers the power to remotely set
assignments for whole classes or individuals at the push of a button. The EAL Department
have been able to assess attainment of pupils from a school, class and an individual level.
The application supports pupils at all ability levels to build an ambitious repertoire of
vocabulary. It has been noted that the application has been remarkably popular with Newly Arrived Pupils
who have continued to complete language-based activities on a regular basis during the school lockdown.
Our pupils have continued to make very frequent use of the Flash Academy platform and have almost
learnt over 4,493 words and 1,335 lessons were completed across the whole school. The most popular
subjects overall was Geography, Science and English.
Below is a list of our top ten pupils who have achieved the greatest experience points:

Aisha A
Shaimaa N
Mursal K
Fozya N
Ana C
Hala A
Safaa I
Zunaira H
Duaa M
Rimsha Z

Words
XP
310100
134100
59200
56750
32500
28500
27350
23100
21750
2000

The top three users in each group from March - July 2020 have received a positive merit and a certificate.
Year 7
Gold
Safa I (27,350)
Silver
Dua M (21,750)
Bronze Amina R (18,000)

Year 8
Zara R (20,000)
Nimra M (14,000)
Dania A (13,000)

Year 9
Iqra K (5100)
Jamila H (5,000)
Aiman N (1,000)

Year 10
Nilofar M (3,100)
Alisha A (2,000)

Food Hampers

During the pandemic of COVID-19, as a school we decided to rally round together to help support our
families in these hard times. Food and toiletries were donated by our generous staff and then divided to
create 15 hampers. This was promoted in our Parent Bulletin asking for those that needed that extra
support to get in touch with the school. The hampers have helped support some of our families during the
difficult period of lockdown. We still have hampers available and appeal to families to get in touch via
enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk if they would like to collect a hamper.

Food and Technology lessons -with the current situation of COVID-19 we are encouraging Year 7,8
and Year 9 to continue to cook a range of healthy recipes at home from freshy prepared ingredients to
support a healthy lifestyle.
All students have been set as a part of the homework tasks every two weeks a selection of skill-based
recipes to cook at home. Recipes are discussed in food lessons for them to try at home, so far, we have
had a very positive response with students trying new things some also changing recipes to suit their
tastes.
All students have been trained in kitchen safety and best food safety practice however students have been
informed to be supervised to ensure they are completely safe. Giving the student the opportunity at home
will strengthen the technical performance needed for future years as well as promote a better lifestyle.
Miss Merrigan- Food Technology

Maths Department

We would like to congratulate all the students who have completed tasks consistently throughout the
lockdown period, we really admire their perseverance. Over 4000 hours of Maths Tasks have been
completed to date.

Hegarty Maths
126728 questions have been answered correctly.
The three students who have answered the most questions were:
•
•
•

Humiya M 8g/Ma1
Afnan H 7g/Ma2
Alina I 9h/Ma1

Maths Whizz
1197 progressions have been made.
The students who have completed the most progressions in this time were:
•
•
•

Zara J 7g/Ma2
Annie C 7h/Ma1
Sophia R 7h/Ma1

These programs will continue to be available over the holidays for all students for those who still have
tasks to complete and those who want to get a head-start for the next academic year.
Stay safe and enjoy your holiday.
Maths Department

Ms Ainge - Mathematics

Tassomai
At the start of September, the school subscribed to a brilliant revision programme called Tassomai. This
programme is an excellent resource as it provides learning for English and Maths at Key Stage 3 and
Science at Key Stages 3 and 4.
Tassomai is a great way for pupils to engage in learning at home. The pupils are provided with up to date
feedback and can address areas of misconception or gaps in knowledge. We recommend pupils complete
Tassomai four times a week for ten minutes a day to keep up with their targets and complete the course
in time for their exams.
A total of 53,940 questions had been answered on Tassomai in September. Each week the performance
of every year group is monitored. Year 10 have been on top of the leader board every week.

Below are the year groups ranked in order of the number of questions they have answered in
September:

1
2
3
4
5

Year 10
Year 8
Year 9
Year 7
Year 11

16,0710
13,374
11,577
11,074
1,845

Miss H Sattar - Mathematics

Art Department

The Art & Design department have been encouraging both staff and pupils during COVID-19 pandemic
to get creative. With more and more research suggesting that if you want to ensure you are destined for
a prosperous and rewarding career in the future, you should find a way to nurture your creativity as soon
as possible.
Following the national trend reportedly started by a nurse who wanted to create “a sign of hope” for
patients and staff in hospitals across the country the Art & Design department encouraged everyone to
create a rainbow to display in their windows. Copies of the rainbows were e-mailed to school and
displayed on the Art Site to share with our community.

Some pupils also created supportive
messages on the Tate Art Galleries Kids
website https://www.tate.org.uk/kids

Continuing with creative challenges, staff and pupils were asked to respond to the “Loo Roll Challenge”
and create a piece of artwork on the inner tube of the toilet roll using something that is usually just
thrown away and making something new.

Pupils have been developing their creative skills more independently producing colourful pieces of art,
sometimes abstract and some completed digitally. They have been designing and entering competitions
highlighted on the Art Site.

Whilst some pupils have been working through projects to
support home learning Year 8 pupils focused on a project about
endangered animals and how art can be used to highlight
important subjects affecting the world. Working through the
project pupils found out about the range of animals that are
endangered and some of the reasons that are a factor to this.

Pupils looked at a range of artists who have created art using different styles to express their concern
about losing some of these animals. Picking an animal of their own, pupils observed them and then
created a piece of work in the style of artist Daniel Mackie who includes the animal’s habitat within its
body.

Year 7 pupils worked through a number of small projects, including a project expressing their opinions
about an issue they feel strongly about and focusing on developing new skills using the technique of
pointillism.

Winners of our French Collage Competition

Mariyah A

Ruqayya A

A Islam

The winners of our French Collage competition were Ruqayya A, Mariyah A and Alina I who were all in
Year 9. They received their gift voucher and certificate in September upon their return to school.

Miss Carriere - French

MFL Department
In September we celebrated Language week. Throughout the week, the students participated in various
activities about the importance of learning a new language. In addition, students participated in various
competitions. In the escape room code competition, the winners were Safa I, Abaha Y, S Imran and A
Yasir who each received a WH Smith gift card.

Created by: A Islam Year 10
In the rainbow competition, A Khan came first, F Bibi second and A Islam won third prize. Each pupil was
presented with a WH Smith gift card for their achievements.

Mrs F Malik
Faculty Leader for Modern Foreign Language

Van Gogh Alive the Experience
During a recent weekend, Ms Corser (Faculty Leader for Art, Design & Technology Inc. Subject Leader
for Art & Design) visited Van Gogh Alive the Experience currently on at the Birmingham Hippodrome in
Hurst Street. This experience has been touring around the world and is the most visited multi-sensory
experience in the world.
Instead of showing Van Gogh’s work in an art gallery, his work is projected and sometimes animated
onto large screens which tower above you. In some areas his work is projected onto the floor, but it
moves and changes around the walls accompanied by the sounds of classical music. The experience
lasts about 45 minutes and within that time you are treated to Van Gogh’s journey through life with a
selection of some of the 900 paintings he created.
The experience highlights the many styles of painting Van Gogh had in a short space of time, often
expanding the work so much you can see the texture of the oil paint he used.
This experience highlights the importance of creativity from the traditional paintings by Van Gogh to the
modern-day animations and projections created to inspire and immerse you in Van Gogh’s world.
Tickets can be booked on the Hippodrome’s website:
https://www.birminghamhippodrome.com/calendar/van-gogh-alive-the-experience/
Ms R Corser – Art & Design

PE Department
Hodge Hill Girls’ School pupils started the "Be my Best Challenge" in September for the first time this
academic year. The aim of the monthly challenge is to encourage pupils to achieve tasks related to
physical and mental wellbeing at home, either on their own or with their family. Year 7 and Year 8 pupils
have jumped straight into the September challenge, achieving certificates in Bronze, Silver, Gold and
Platinum depending on how many tasks they completed correctly. KS4 pupils are now rising to the
challenge and are attempting the October challenge.
Please encourage your daughter to take part in this challenge to stay active, healthy and have a positive
mindset throughout this autumn term. Pupils can get a task card from their PE teacher. Well done to all
pupils that have already taken part!
Congratulations to Yousafzai House who were our September winners and leading the way.
PE Kit
Year 7 New Uniform

Years 8-11 Old uniform

Additional information

Burgundy polo shirt with
school badge

Blue polo shirt with school
Badge

No other non- school t-shirt tops

Plain black jogging bottoms
or sports leggings

Black tracksuit bottoms

These should not have any sports
branding or be fashion items, plain
black only. Leggings must be sports
leggings.

Burgundy hoodie with the
school logo

Black micro fleece with
school badge

A pair of sports trainers
specifically for PE lessons

A pair of sports trainers
specifically for PE lessons

Plain black long-sleeved tshirt may be worn under the
polo shirt as a base layer *

Plain black long-sleeved tshirt may be worn under
the polo shirt as a base
layer *

Sports headscarf *

Sports headscarf *

Trainers should be not worn at
other times. Footwear in PE must
be appropriate for sports and not a
fashion item.

This should be a scarf appropriate
for PE lessons and can be
purchased in relevant uniform
suppliers

Miss Walker and the PE Department

Hodge Hill Girls' School
Bromford Road
Birmingham
enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
B36 8EY

Website: www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
Telephone: 0121 464 3094
Email:

