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Hodge Hill Girls’ School 
Newsletter 

 

‘Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood.  Now is the time to 

understand more, so that we fear less.’ Quote by Marie Curie 

FEBRUARY HALF-TERM 2021 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you for your fantastic support over this half term. We have been delighted with the positive response 
from the majority of students, who have submitted quality work and shown great effort and commitment to 
their education during this time. We acknowledge that each lockdown situation provides challenges for 
individuals and families and appreciate everything that you are doing to help your daughter at this time. 
 
This half term staff have worked hard to maintain and enhance learning opportunities as best as possible. 
It has been heartening to receive wonderful images of work, superb entries to our competitions and 
responses to our wellbeing focus. We have shared some of these with you. 
 
We hope that you continue to stay safe and well over the half term break and that your daughter enjoys a 
change to her term time routine. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs S Adu 
Head Teacher  
 

 

Parents/Carers, 

We approach another half term in a lockdown situation. While the half term has quickly passed by the 
commitment of the whole school community during this time must be recognised. 
 
School staff are predominantly working away from the school site as per the government guidance and 
pupils too are adapting to new routines. Your help in establishing essential learning routines with your 
daughter will be beneficial when we are able to return to the school site. Thank you to everyone who, in 
their own way is making a difference.  
 
The Governing body has continued with the planned meetings this half term, although virtually and we 
continue as a school to adapt and respond to government guidance. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran 
Chair of Governors 
 

Message from the Headteacher 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
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At Hodge Hill Girls' School we are 
proud of our School Council which 
remains fully active despite the 
lockdown. This academic year, 
the School Council will be working on a 
number of projects; one for example is 
a community project with the 
Birmingham Civic Society. The school 
has worked with the Birmingham Civic 
Society for a number of years. This is a 
charity organisation run by volunteers 
in the city, aimed at encouraging young 
people to take an active part in 
suggesting improvements for aspects 
of their city and encouraging their 
voices to be heard. Young people 
across the city in Birmingham schools 
are invited to create a project about the 
improvements they would like to make. 
As a school we are proud to be a part 
of this initiative. Students will have the 
opportunity to present their projects 

and have the chance to not only win certificates but also compete against other schools to win a prize and 
work more closely with the Birmingham Civic Society. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rewards:  
A huge thank you to all our teachers, parents and carers who are enabling our children 
to participate in their learning as fully as possible. During this half term students have 
continued to be awarded positive points by their teachers, for work that has been 

completed.  Students who have demonstrated a huge commitment to their learning have received Gold, 
Silver and Bronze digital certificates. Congratulations to all of you! 
 
Quote by Serena Williams: 

‘The success of every woman should be the inspiration to another. We should raise each other 
up. Make sure you’re very courageous: be strong, be extremely kind, and above all be humble'. 
 
 
 

 
Headteacher’s Reward: 
Mrs Adu has sent letters home to pupils nominated by staff for their exceptional effort during 
this lockdown period.  Pupils will be awarded with a special Headteacher’s award badge in 
the post - it might be you!   

 School Council – Mrs D Woodcock – Assistant Headteacher 

Pastoral Managers – Dr N Malik Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Usage of GCSEPod has been huge over the last few weeks, with pupils accessing 10742 

pods since the start of the Spring term (up to 7/2/2021). Three times during the half term, the 

school has featured in the top 10 using schools across over 1500 schools throughout the 

whole country; this is an incredible achievement on the part of our pupils and builds on the 

success over many years now of this platform as one of a range of strategies to support pupil 

progress. An impressive 548 positive behaviour points have been awarded to pupils for their usage since 

the start of term.   

. 

 

 

Look out for your badge in the post 

 

First News 

Pupils learning at home have continued to be able to keep up to date with current affairs 

and issues affecting young people as First News has been emailed directly to all pupils, 

along with weekly quizzes to support their understanding of what is currently happening 

all around the world. 

  
Mental Health Week 1st – 7th February 
We had a fantastic response to our Children’s Mental Health competition entitled ‘Lockdown and Me.’ 
We have many very talented pupils. Prizes will be being sent out for different categories after half term. 
The pupils have really enjoyed carrying out a variety of activities throughout the week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  GCSEPOD – Miss C Middlehurst 

SEND – Mrs S Clews 

  

Picture by Wania 

A 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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A message sent into school by a newly arrived pupil expressing her experiences through lockdown. 

 
‘My experiences learnt in lockdown’ by Alisha Year 9 pupil:  
 

 
Flash Academy 
Our pupils have continued to make frequent use of the Flash Academy platform. Below is a 
list of our top five pupils who have achieved the greatest experience points: 
 

 XP Leaderboard Year Group XP Points 

Gold Aisho A Year 9 357,200 

Silver Hala A Year 10 136,750 

Bronze Fozya N Year 11 121,600 

Chaima H Year 8 26,100 

Sehar F Year 9 24,100 

 

  

There has been a great response to the Wall of Wishes so far. 

Inspired by artist Bob and Roberta Smith who created brightly coloured paintings of slogans, our pupils 

were encouraged to draw out their wishes for the future by using bubble lettering and shade or add 

colour to make it stand out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Department – Ms R Corser 

“I have learnt many things in lockdown. It can be sad, but you also have a great and amazing 
chance to spend time with your family and learn new things that in a normal life you cannot do 
because of the limited time. No matter what happened I learnt that you always must be positive in 
life, because life is once, and you do not have much time to be negative. 
 
We are very lucky that we have the technology in which we can stay connected even if you are in 

another country, so we know how others are.” 

 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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A few of our pupils who have shown an interest in the Creative Careers have applied for and received 

the fine art pack from The Make Bank who work with schools and young people across the UK to help 

provide materials, support and inspiration for pupils who want to follow creative careers. The pack 

provides a good range of equipment and materials to support pupils developing their skills at home. 

This was promoted in the Parent Bulletin on the 8th January 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Wednesday 27th January the Holocaust Memorial Ceremony took place at Lichfield Cathedral. Three of 
our Year 9 pupils took part in a poetry reading as part of the Ceremony which can be heard on YouTube 
39 minutes in. 
 
This is an example of some good creative work in history by a Year 9 pupil which shows her dedication 
to doing well. 
 

History – Mrs E Bold 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Working in non- specialist classrooms last term meant that usual textiles projects were limited, but some 

students managed to demonstrate skills and produce careful work. 

   
Mini Project: - Needle & Pin Cases 
Further Challenge Task; - Creative stitch work into Leaf Shapes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                              

These 3 

examples are the 

work of one 

talented pupil in 

8H/Ad3 

Above is the work of another talented pupil in 8H/Ad3 

Above is the work of more 

talented pupils in 8G/Ad1 

Running Stitches 
Fastening On/Off 
Securing a Button 
Attention to Detail. 
 

Textiles Mini Project – Mrs H Walsh 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Wellbeing Calendar  
 
During this lockdown Mrs Barron created a wellbeing calendar for the students and staff to try. Every day 
was a different challenge from exercise and meditation to cooking and reading. Some of the students 
have really enjoyed taking part. Below are some examples of the food that students cooked with their 
families on the day 6 challenge.  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Mrs Barron also encouraged students to get out in the snow and send in pictures of snowmen they had 
created. We had some brilliant photos sent into school of the snowmen that must have taken ages to 
complete. 
 
Remember when it comes to wellbeing it is really important to take time out, go outside, spend time with 
your family and just enjoy yourself. These snowmen show that some of our students really took time out 
to spend with their families and made something great in the process. Well done girls! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE Department – Mrs S Barron  

Snowman by Hafsa 

Snowman by Ameera 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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The students have been encouraged to show off their cooking skills whilst at home as you can see there 

have been some fantastic efforts. It is never too soon for pancakes; you may wish to have more on 

Shrove Tuesday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Food Technology – Ms A Merrigan 
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