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Parent Bulletin
Dates For Your Diary - Winter Term 2022
7th November 2022- Year 11 Mock Exam Week
15th November 2022 - Year 10 SEND coffee mornings/ Meet the SEND Team
8:30AM - 10AM
25th November 2022 - Teacher Training Day (School Closed for ALL Pupils)
30th November 2022 - Year 7 & 8 Parent Workshop - Supporting Your Child With Reading
4:30-5:30pm
6th December 2022 - Year 8 SEND coffee mornings/ Meet the SEND Team
8:30AM - 10AM
15th December 2022 - Christmas Dinner
16th December 2022 - Non-uniform Day
End of Autumn Term - Friday 16th December 2022

Important Information
Remembrance Day
Next week, the school will be having Remembrance Day assemblies for all year groups. Pupils will have the
opportunity to make a donation to buy a poppy etc. The school will take part in a two minute silence on Friday 11th
November as part of Remembrance Day.

Colder Weather
As the weather becomes colder pupils should ensure that they come to school with appropriate clothing, e.g. a
coat for the wet weather. Pupils can wear the optional grey jumper underneath their blazer if they wish. Please
ensure that items are named as we have a number of items that await collection in our lost property.

Parking
You will be aware that the roads around the school get very busy. Pupils should be dropped off in a safe spot if
travelling by car and cross on the crossings. They should pay attention to the crossing lights and what is happening
around them, especially if any emergency service vehicles are making their way to an emergency situation. There
are clear road markings around the locality where parking is not permitted. Please play your part in keeping our
pupils safe.

Changes for Next Week
As our Year 11 pupils sit their mock exams next week they will not be taking part in additional Period 6 lessons.
Sports activities for all year groups will also not take place next week as our gyms are in use for the exam period.
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Safeguarding, Well-being & Mental Health
If you require any support, advice or guidance that relates to emotional well-being, please visit the
Safeguarding area of our website or access any of the following links:
MIND: www.mind.org.uk
KOOTH: www.kooth.com
CHILDLINE: www.childline.org.uk

School Uniform Expectations
We expect all students to wear the correct school uniform.
This includes having the correct PE kit (does not include
branded sportswear clothing). Students should not be
wearing any non-school uniform items of
clothing/jewellery/excessive make up/ or false nails that are
not part of our school policy.
Please review our School Uniform Policy to help your child
to adhere to correct school uniform.
SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY

Attendance
Good punctuality is an important part of self-discipline and is essential to good time management.
Tutor rooms open at 8:25am and pupils should be in their form before 8:35am. If they arrive after
8:35am, your daughter will be registered with a late mark and will be given a late detention.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Afterschool Clubs
Throughout the year, there will be lots of opportunities for your daughter to get involved in
additional learning activities. All of these sessions must be booked via Schoolcomms and all
sessions are on a first come basis.
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Social Media
Please remind your daughter about the appropriate usage of social media. Your daughter
should only be accessing age-appropriate materials online and should be reminded to only
send images/messages that she would be happy to show a parent or a teacher.
The UK Safer Internet Centre share some best practice for parents/carers
to help their children stay safe when using social media.
Please visit the link below for further details:
UK SAFER INTERNET CENTRE

Bonfire Night Safety Reminder
This years Bonfire Night will
fall on Saturday 5th
November 2022.
Whether families/friends
will be having Bonfire Night
in your back garden, or
attending displays of
fireworks held across
Birmingham, it is important
to carry out correct fire
safety procedure.
Please visit West Midlands
Fire Services website below
for further guidelines of how
to stay safe on Bonfire
Night.
FIRE SAFETY ADVICE
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Homework
We believe homework is a vital part of the learning process, allowing consolidation of what has
been learned in class and developing the habit of learning independently. Regular study at home
is essential if a young person is to get the most out of their schooling. All pupils are issued with a
planner at the beginning of the academic year, in which they can record their homework. A copy
of the current homework expectation is available on the school website at
HOMEWORK POLICY

Parents are able to see the homework their daughters have been set via our school website at:
https://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/pupils/classchartshomework-login

GCSE Pod
GCSEPod is designed to engage students in their
learning and revision by using a combination of
interactive learning tools, pods (short videos), quizzes
and assessments.
Watch this video to learn more about GCSEpod:

Year

% students signed
up to GCSE pod

Number of
Pods
watched

7

77%

250

8

80%

560

9

79 %

740

10

96 %

194

11

99 %

474

GCSEPOD VIDEO

Parents, please continue to remind your child to make
use of GCSEPod regularly.
Year 7 parents please ensure your child sign’s up to
GCSEPod, instructions on signing -up have been shared
in via email.

Sparx Maths - All Year Groups
All students have now been issued with details of how to log in to Sparx Maths and shown how to
use it. Sparx Maths is the platform through which all Maths homework will be issued. All students
are expected to complete all compulsory homework set although they can do more if they wish
earning extra points for XP and Target. Rewards will be issued for achievement and effort.
Please support us by checking your daughter has completed her Sparx Maths homework each
week.
Congratulations to Year 7 who have the highest completion rate last half term.
If you require more information on this topic, or your daughter does not have online access to Sparx
Maths, please email m.ainge@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk.
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Religious Studies - The BIG Debate
What can parents do at home to support our young people to develop key 21st-century skills
such as self-confidence, communication, and empathy.
Take some time as a family to take part in the BIG debate statement that will be sent home
weekly to pupils on Class Charts. Religious Studies debate-led practise puts our young people
at the centre of their learning and equips them with the critical-thinking and leadership skills
required to tackle big questions in the world.

Shapes emotional
control.
Nurtures resolution of
conflict.
Builds greater
empathy.
Helps find meaning in
complex situations.

Develops critical
thinking skills.
Supports presentation
skills.
Builds research skills.

Allows quick-thinking.
Inspires articulation.
Allows for broader view
of the world.

A good debate is more than just an argument:
"It’s the ability to see one statement or idea from various perspectives, through critical
thinking, critical listening and critical speaking."
Leela Koenig
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Events For Families
Ikon Gallery - "Women of Paradise"
Birmingham-based artist Farwa Moledina has an
exhibition of her work entitled "Women of
Paradise" at the Ikon Gallery situated in Brindley
Place, Birmingham. The exhibition is free to enter
and shows Moledina's strong, intricate artworks
that incorporate patterns, textiles and symbols
and is inspired by the four women named by the
Prophet Muhammad as the Women of Paradise:
Khadija bint Khuwaylid, Fātima bint Muhammad,
Maryam bint Imran, and Asiya bint Muzahim.
If you'd like to experience Farwa's exhibition, visit
the Ikon Gallery between 09.09.2022–13.11.2022 free of charge!
For more information, please visit:
IKON GALLERY
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THE EASY WAY
TO PAY

We’re using ParentPay so parents
can easily pay online for school
dinners, trips and clubs.
No stress, hassle free.

SIMPLE
QUICK
SAFE

www.parentpay.com

