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Head Teacher’s Message 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),  

Exam season is upon us and we wish our Year 11 and Year 

10 pupils well with their GCSE exams. Pupils have 

demonstrated a mature approach to their exams and now 

need to continue with their positive preparation until their 

final exam. Our Year 10 pupils should use the half term 

holiday to reflect on their school year to date as they 

prepare for their final year in secondary school and start to 

think about college applications and future prospects. The 

current Year 11 will reinforce the message that the final 

year in school passes so quickly.  

You will find further information about end of year school 

exams in this newsletter. Please support your child at home and ensure that they have a quiet 

place to work, they limit their time on social media and they benefit from a balanced diet and 

enough sleep. The half term holiday and warmer weather should also provide time for 

relaxation and the opportunity to get out and enjoy the fresh air.  

School life continues to be very busy and pupils have enjoyed many enrichment opportunities 

this term. It has been encouraging to welcome so many Year 10 pupils to the Prefect team 

and to receive compliments from a number of recent visitors to the school. They commented 

on positive pupil conduct, attitude and participation. Keep up the good work!  

Please take the time to visit the new school website and become familiar with key 

information.  We continue to update this site and hope that you find it helpful.  You can 

ensure that you receive the most up to date information by signing up to communication via 

ParentPay.  As parents it is your responsibility to provide the school with current contact 

details. Of late, there have been several occasions where we have been unable to contact 

parents as the phone number supplied doesn’t work. It is vital that we are able to contact 

you, especially in an emergency situation. 

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank pupils, parents, carers, staff and 

governors for their continued support and wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing half term 

break. School will commence at the normal time on Monday 4th June. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs S Adu 

Head Teacher 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Letter from the Chair of Governors 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),  

This half term I have enjoyed being able to meet some of 

our hardworking year 7 pupils and their parents at the 

most recent consultation evening. It is always a pleasure to 

reward success. Positive attitudes and work routines are a 

solid basis for future achievement. I have also been heavily 

involved in governor and staff recruitment and I look 

forward to updating you on the new appointments in the 

final newsletter of this academic year. 

I continue to meet with the Headteacher, Mrs Adu, on 

alternate Friday afternoons and I am available to meet with 

parents by appointment at this time.   Please contact me 

via the Clerk, Mr David Wallis, who can be reached by post at the school address.    

Yours sincerely, 

 

K Siva Yogaiswaran 

Chair of Governors 

Maths Challenge 

On Friday 23rd of March 2018, a team of 4 pupils participated in a fun and exciting trip. The 

team embraced the opportunity to go to Aston University of Engineering and take part in a 

Mathematics competition against other diligent schools.  

On the day, the team left promptly to arrive at 

the venue on time. On arrival they were 

greeted and began to work on a variety of 

starter questions that ranged in difficulty.  

Soon after, when all the schools had arrived 

the quiz began. It consisted of 4 rounds that 

tested you mathematically in different ways. 

The rounds were called the group round, 

shuttle round, cross number and relay. 

Overall, this was definitely an experience and opportunity to remember. Although sometimes 

it was extremely difficult, as a group, the team worked together and each pupil continued to 
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try their best. The opportunity was fun and exhilarating yet challenging in the correct ways. 

As a team, we were placed 15th from the 26 schools competing. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity, (Anisa, Year 9) 

Catch-Up Maths pupils in Year 7  

This term some of our ‘Catch-Up Maths’ pupils in Year 7 have been provided with 

additional Numeracy booklets to consolidate their understanding of the key numerical skills 

they have learnt during the previous two terms. The aim of these booklets is to encourage 

Year 7 pupils to revise and review topics covered in their lessons and prepare for end of year 

assessments.  

These booklets will be used as part of their interventions, as well as homework. Parents are 

encouraged to support their child with the review section of each topic to see how much 

progress their daughter is making. 

Red Cross First Aid Workshop  

Our final Red Cross First Aid Workshop of this academic year took place on Wednesday 2nd 

May with a further 11 pupils across Years 8 to 10 developing their understanding of vital first 

aid skills.   

Opportunities for Learning about Current Affairs  

As part of our ongoing commitment to ‘Cultural 

Literacy’ and supporting our pupils to develop a 

stronger understanding of the world in which 

we live, The Week Junior and First News are 

available for all pupils to read in the Library on 

a weekly basis.  Please encourage your 

daughter to take advantage of this opportunity 

and discuss current affairs with her at home.  

GCSE Pod  

Remember that opportunities to learn and to reinforce learning from the classroom are 

available through GCSE Pod. All pupils in Years 10 and 11 are encouraged to be making 

regular use of this learning resource. At the time of writing, Year 10 pupils have had 3,044 

streams and 96 downloads so far this academic year.  The most heavily accessed subjects for 
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Year 10 are English Literature, History, Maths and Physics. Year 11 pupils have had a massive 

9,130 streams and 325 downloads since the start of their GCSE learning with History, English 

Literature, Maths, Chemistry and Biology pods all being well used. Subject teachers will have 

explained to pupils which areas of GCSE Pod are useful to support their learning and pupils 

should be acting upon this advice to support their own preparations for their GCSEs.  

Please note that GCSE Pod is available to all pupils in the school, including Years 7 to 9. It is 

really encouraging to note that, at the time of writing, 20% of Year 9 pupils had already 

activated their accounts and begun using the pods.  All pupils should check which areas of 

GCSE Pod are relevant to their future GCSE studies with their subject teachers.  

 

 Education Visits, Voluntary Contributions and Pupil Premium  

We have had a number of extremely successful education visits take place during the last 

half-term. On occasions, we do request voluntary contributions to enable these visits to run. 

For pupils in receipt of the Pupil Premium we do try to subsidise these voluntary 

contributions. Please note, that there may be times when planned visits are not able to run if 

we do not have sufficient voluntary contributions. We are extremely grateful for the support 

of our families in enabling so many of these valuable educational experiences to run.  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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What Chemists Learn from Nature 

Two research scientists: Dr Holly Reeve and 

Dr Lisa Simpson from Oxford University 

joined the Science Faculty this term to 

present their research on ‘What Chemists 

Learn from Nature’ Pupils from Years 7, 8, 9 

and 10 were involved in this inspiring 

opportunity which challenged preconceptions 

of science, scientists and explained the 

advantages of biological systems. 

Furthermore, discussions were held about 

addressing the problems associated with 

taking things we need from nature, as well as 

linking this to real live scientific research.  

At the end of the day Holly reflected, “Many 

thanks again for hosting. We had a really good 

day and very much enjoyed meeting all the 

staff and pupils. The evaluation cards show 

that the students were thinking about nature 

in a wider context after the sessions.” 

 “I was inspired to consider careers in 

scientific research” (Alaina, Year 10). 

 “It was extremely insightful as it gave 

information on paths to follow in the 

scientific/medical fields” (Raeah, Year 10).  

“I realised that we should care about nature as 

well as, learning to use it to improve science 

and discover new things” (Saba, Year 10). 

Careers in Journalism  

A small number of Year 10 pupils participated in an extremely informative after-school 

workshop delivered by staff and students at Birmingham City University about careers in 

journalism. Pupils were inspired and left feeling very aware of the multitude of opportunities 

available and the possible pathways they could take.  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Antibiotics and Careers in the NHS  

A group of Year 10 pupils attended an 

afterschool workshop that focused on looking 

at protecting yourself, your family and friends 

against the spread of antibiotic resistance. 

Two Pharmacists; Rabia Ahmed from Aston 

University and Rakhi Aggarwal from 

Birmingham and Solihull CCG (NHS), 

discussed the problem of doctors over-

prescribing antibiotics to kill bacteria and the 

resulting long-term issues of antibiotic resistance. The presentation was interactive and 

highlighted the importance of good hand washing techniques to curb the spread of germs to 

our pupils.  Glitter Bug Gel was used with UV light to demonstrate and explain how germs 

are easily spread.  

The presenters also made time to discuss careers in the NHS, medicine and courses offered 

by Aston University. This was a fantastic opportunity to support learning in science and gain 

knowledge about medical career pathways.  

At the end Rabia and Rakhi commented that they were “really impressed with the maturity 

of Year 10 and the insightful questions they asked.” 

Comments from our pupils included: 

 “The antibiotics workshop was very informative, and of course really fun! My favourite part 

was investigating the effectiveness of our usual handwashing technique, by using the UV 

machine to see the bacteria before and after washing. There was excellent careers advice on 

the whole healthcare industry that really helped me to get an insight into many different 

careers. It has also aided my revision because antibiotic resistance is a topic in my GCSE 

biology course.” (Aamina, Year 10). 

 “The workshop was a fantastic opportunity 

for me to learn more about the many different 

pathways of medicine as a career. It was an 

insightful workshop that brought awareness 

to an important issue, antibiotic resistance, 

and we learnt some useful and easy tips that 

we can all incorporate in our lives to reduce 

the chances of antibiotic resistance 

increasing.” (Raeah, Year 10). 
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Jewellery Project 

The Art Department has now completed the 

Jewellery Project, working with the Crafts 

Council and Birmingham City University’s 

School of Jewellery.   

With the support of Vanessa Miller, who is a 

jeweller and lecturer at the School of 

Jewellery, we have completed four 

workshops, with nearly 80 pupils taking part 

over 4 days. The workshops have been split 

into two with Year 7 and Year 8 pupils completing a necklace with up to three pages to create 

a book.  Year 9 pupils produced bracelets, which required more technical fastenings to be 

made. The whole process has strong links to STEAM (Science, Technology, Art and Maths) 

and demonstrates how knowledge and skills can be applied in different subjects and careers. 

Year 9 pupils who took part in the workshops and have opted to study GCSE Art, Craft and 

Design can use their jewellery work alongside an explanation of the processes used and 

photographs to as part of their GCSE coursework next year. 

The work produced by our pupils during this 

project will be on display at Birmingham City 

University’s School of Jewellery in the 

Jewellery Quarter in Birmingham City centre 

on Wednesday 11th July. 

A big thank you to all staff who have been 

involved in supporting this. We hope that 

many of you will take the time to view the 

girls’ work at the exhibition. 

Year 10 Work Experience and Careers’ Interviews  

Our partnership with ‘Learn to Work’ continues to develop. The aims of this initiative us to 

raise aspirations with regards to careers and to support improved pupil progress. The majority 

of our Year 10 pupils have worked extremely hard to secure their own placements for work 

experience (w/c 2nd July) and ‘Learn to Work’ have ensured that pupils without their own 

placements will be spending a week out in the world of work.   
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Next half term, Year 10 pupils will have Work Experience ‘practice’ interviews with 

professionals from the world of work on Tuesday 5th June.  Many will also finish school at 

2.20pm on Tuesday 19th June to visit their work placement for an interview. Further 

information will be provided to parents nearer the time about this.   

Year 10 Prefects  

Congratulations to the twenty-nine Year 10 pupils who successfully completed the rigorous 

application process to become a prefect.  This process included thinking about the 

expectations of successful prefects plus obtain two positive references from school staff.  

Our new prefects will shortly start their training before commencing their new role 

supporting the smooth running of the school at key points during the school day. This 

provides a wonderful opportunity for our prefects to demonstrate and develop their 

excellent leadership skills and to enable other pupils to follow their example. Prefects will be 

wearing badges with pride and will be a visible presence to help around our school, 

particularly at lunchtime.  

Year 7-10 Internal Exams  

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 will have their examinations during week commencing 4th June, with 

exams the following week for Years 9 and 10. Examinations will be taken in the majority of 

subjects and pupils have been issued with a timetable that is also available on the school 

website. All girls have had an assembly to support their examination preparation that included 

revision advice and tips plus suggestions for how to reduce stress at this important time. We 

wish all our pupils the very best of luck for their exams.  

La Casa Encantada Review in Spanish and English 

En mi opinion, La Casa Encantada fue magnifico porque, ante todo, los actores hablaron 

claramente y los actores fueron genial en la actuación y por eso la actuación era muy graciosa, 

también, el guión fue educacional. Además, creo que aprendí muchos frases en español para 

usar en mi clases porque todo estaba en español. En el principo fui nervosa porque la 

actuación era en español, pero, me calme cuando los actores usaron gestos para nos hacen 

comprender. Mi favorita parte fue cuando una estudiante actuó porque los actores 

improvisaron y eso nos mostró sus habilidades de actuación. Espero que tenemos más 

eventos parecidos.  
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In my opinion, La Casa Encantada was 

magnificent because, first of all, the actors 

spoke clearly and the actors were great in the 

performance which is why the performance 

was very funny.  The script was educational. 

Also, I think I learned many phrases in Spanish 

to use in my classes because the performance 

was all in Spanish. In the beginning I was 

nervous because the performance was in 

Spanish, but I calmed down when the actors used gestures to make us understand. My 

favourite part was when a pupil acted, because the actors improvised and that showed us 

their acting skills.  I hope we have more events like it. 

(Sonia, Year 9) 

School Uniform Suppliers  

Please note that Mansuri Schoolwear has now opened a new store at Mansuri, 163 Yew Tree 

Lane, Yardley, Birmingham, B26 1AY. Their Poolway store is now closed. More information 

is available on their website at: https://mansuri.co.uk 

Alternative school uniform suppliers are RAK, 603 Washwood Heath Road, B8 2HB and Clive 

Mark Schoolwear Ltd, 2282 Coventry Rd, Birmingham, B26 3JR 

Letter for parents regarding changes to free school meals  

Dear Parents/Guardians  

Changes to free school meal eligibility under Universal Credit  

The eligibility criteria for free school meals have been changed. This letter explains the 

changes and how they might affect you.  

What are the new eligibility criteria?  

Children are entitled to receive free school meals if they or their parents or guardians receive 

any of the benefits below.   

• Universal Credit, provided they have an annual net earned income not exceeding 

£7,400 (£616.67 per month)  

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  
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• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit  

• Child Tax Credit, provided they are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190, as assessed by HMRC  

• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit  

I don’t currently claim free school meals – what does this mean for me?  

If you think you might be eligible for free school meals, submit a claim to your school or local 

authority. Your school should have a form you can use. The information you provide will be 

used to check if you are in receipt of a qualifying benefit and, if you are on Universal Credit, that 

your earnings do not exceed the threshold. If you claim Universal Credit, your earnings will be 

assessed from up to three of your last Universal Credit assessment periods.   

If you are eligible, your school will be notified. Your child will receive free school meals and the 

school will receive extra funding.  

I am currently claiming free school meals – what does this mean for me?  

Most people won’t be affected by the new criteria. If you’re currently claiming free school meals, 

but don’t meet the new criteria, your child will continue to receive free school meals until the 

end of the Universal Credit rollout period. This will apply even if your earnings rise above the 

new threshold or if you stop being entitled to Universal Credit. The rollout period is currently 

scheduled to end in March 2022.  

Once Universal Credit is fully rolled out, your child will keep their free school meal until the end 

of their current phase of education, i.e. primary or secondary.   

Where can I get more information?  

If you need any further information, please speak to a member of school staff or the local 

authority. You can also visit the free school meal website: https://www.gov.uk/apply-

freeschool-meals  
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