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Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),
This half term, although short, has been very busy. It has been
encouraging to see so many of our pupils making the most of our
enrichment programme at the end of the school day. Our sports
teams are going from strength to strength and pupils have shown
commitment through regular attendance to a wide range of
activities.
We have welcomed parents to a number of events this half term.
Opportunities for parents/ carers to support their daughters have
been well attended. Some Year 11 parents attended a coffee
morning with Ms Khan while a Learning Performance Workshop
for Year 7 parents focussed on mindset and memory techniques.
The turnout for the Year 9 parents evening and options information
evening was particularly impressive with 143 families attending
these events. We hope that you have found the information useful to support your daughter during her
time with us.
Our website is a good source of key information and important dates and events in the school year.
We produce the weekly bulletin and half termly newsletter to share school news. We have recently
introduced School Gateway to aid communication between school and home and ask that you
download the app to effectively use this option.
I hope that you have a wonderful half term break and thank you for your ongoing support.

Mrs S Adu
Head Teacher
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Message from Chair of Governors
Dear Parents/Carers,
This has been a term of preparation for staff and pupils at school. Staff
started with a training day in January and have continued to participate
in professional development opportunities throughout the year. As
education is changing at pace time for development and reflection is so
valuable.
Our year 10 and 11 pupils are working hard in preparation for their
forthcoming GCSE exams. The countdown is now on to the first exam
and school has invested in a number of online resources to support
independent learning. GCSE Pod, Tassomai, Hegarty Maths all offer the
opportunity for personalised learning. Preparation for exam success
starts early. Class charts is available for parents/ carers to check
homework set each week.
The Governing Body meets regularly each half term. We welcome Phil
Hall as the new staff governor this term.
I continue to meet with Mrs Adu, the Headteacher on alternate Friday afternoons and I am available to meet with
parents by appointment at this time. I can be contacted via the Clerk to the Governors at the school address.
Yours sincerely,

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran
Chair of Governors

Attendance – Well done
The school would like to congratulate Year 7 for having consistent excellent attendance this half term. There
has been improvement also with the attendance of Years 8 and 9 due to students who were on leave in term
time in December returning to school. A number of families received fixed term penalty notices from the Local
Authority for leave in term time.
Ms R Belnavis
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Science Live! – Year 10
On Wednesday 5th February a group of Year 10 students
attended the GCSE Science Live Conference at the
Symphony Hall in Birmingham and it was a resounding
success.
Students had the opportunity to see and hear from five
of Britain’s top scientists: Prof Robert Winston, Dr
Maggie Aderin-Pocock, Prof Steve Jones, Dr Kate
Lancaster and Prof Mark Miodownik, all working at the
cutting edge of their specialisms. The scientists perfectly
pitched each of their specialisms explaining to the
students about current issues on the environment and
health concerns which included discussion about plastic
waste, to generation of energy from nuclear fusion
reactions and links between genetics and obesity.
•
•
•

Feedback from students was very positive:
One student commented that she was undertaking a research project in GCSE Citizenship on plastic
waste and would endeavour to research the work of the material scientists Professsor Mark Miodownik
and include it in her project.
Another stated “that she was particularly inspired by the fact that there was a female physicist”.
Another found the opportunity to hear directly from the examiner about exam tips helpful and will be using
it to gain better GCSE results.
Dr N Malik

Feel the Music – Year 7 visit to Symphony Hall

30 Year 7 pupils attended Symphony Hall to listen to the City
of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra perform their fantastic
‘Feel the Music’ concert. Pupils listened to the orchestra
perform pieces from Tchaikovsky and Berlioz amongst others
and were guided through the music by an expert commentary in a world-class venue. Pupils really enjoyed the
experience and we hope that it has inspired a love of live orchestral music amongst many of them.

Miss C Middlehurst
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Visit to Lichfield Cathedral – Holocaust remembrance

This year marks 75 years since the end of World War II and the liberation of the concentration camps that
imprisoned millions of Jewish people, among other social groups who the Nazi regime deemed as
unacceptable. Our pupils are introduced to formal teaching on the holocaust in Year 9 and this year we have
provided many learning opportunities for pupils not only to deepen their understanding of this horrific stain on
world history but to contribute to their growing sense of morals and values as a human being occupying a
space in their communities.
On Friday 24th January all of Year 9 were invited to watch a live stream of a holocaust survivor arranged by the
Holocaust Educational Trust. The survivor testimony was a powerful reminder of the dangers a society can
find itself in if it allows disrespect and hatred rue the day. Some key questions were asked and answered
which has given our pupils some thoughts to ponder on going forward with their studies in history.
On Tuesday 28th January 30 Year 9 pupils travelled to Lichfield Cathedral to take part in a commemoration
service dedicated to the holocaust. Pupils listened to A-level pupils who had recently visited Auschwitz and
listened to Ruth, who was a 3-year-old when her father was taken to Dachau concentration camp. Ruth arrived
in Britain on the Kindertransport and has been grateful to the safety and security she has received here,
despite early problems being a German child in war time Britain.
The pupils left the Cathedral impressed, not only with the medieval architecture but, with the power of the
survivor testimony and how this can inspire us to take the lessons of the holocaust and implement them in
today’s world and pass these lessons down to future generations.
Miss E Bold

Careers
This month the school has welcomed many visitors to inspire our pupils career choices. Doctors, engineers
and University professors shared their own career paths with pupils and explained how applications can be
made for medicine, engineering and University places in general.
The NHS careers competition was also popular with pupils. They picked a career from the NHS and produced
a job description and job advertisement as jpart of their entry. We had some wonderful, creative entries and
now want to see if we have any prize winners. Winners will receive a £50 amazon voucher and a science trip
for their class.
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Ms N Nazish

Councillor visits school
On Monday 10th February we had Councillor Jane Donaldson come into school to speak to our year 10 and
Year 11 GCSE Citizenship students about a career in politics. Jane discussed with the students her career
path, how and why she got involved in politics and her aims and aspirations for the future.
The students then got the chance to ask questions to the Labour representative about Brexit, Boris Johnson
and issues in their local community. It was an aspiring morning for our students with some already on the path
to working in politics. We hope to continue working with the councillor in future projects and thank her for her
time.

Mrs S Barron
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Textile Competition - Year 8 and Year 9
These photo’s show examples of work by Year 8 & 9 pupils, in order to enter the national, ‘Illusive London,
Design Futures’ competition.

They developed mood boards to inspire ideas and then came up with designs for track suits that would appeal
to young children or teenagers. We have been impressed by the creativity demonstrated in their designs.
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Electronic Textiles – Year 7
Some year 7 pupils stayed after school to attend Textiles club and explore the use of soft circuits in Textiles.
They made keyrings that they designed and stitched soft electronic circuits into them so they could light up at
the push of a button.

Mrs H Walsh

8|Page

WE School Youth Summit – Year 8
On Thursday 13th February, five Year 8 students were lucky enough to be taken to Birmingham University where
WE Schools invited us to their youth summit - Exploring Mental Health as a Social Issue.
This event was part of their free social action programme in Birmingham. During the youth summit, the students
took part in interactive workshops where they had the chance to explore a variety of different factors which could
potentially impact young people’s mental health, such as social media, cuts to healthcare and bullying.
Then, in their school groups, they developed a project idea for how they can create positive change when it
comes to young people’s mental health in our school and community. WE Schools are a unique, four-step
educational programme, that challenges young people to identify the local and global social issues that spark
their passion, and then empowers them with the tools they need to take action.
The five students have an action plan in place to create a positive change in school for the students, so look out
in the next newsletter for what they have planned. The students really enjoyed the day and felt like they learnt a
lot. They are looking forward to putting their action plan into place and will share more details with you in the
future.
Mrs S Barron

‘Supporting Your Daughter with her Learning’
‘Supporting Your Daughter With her Learning’ – Year 7 Parents and Daughters’ Workshop
We welcomed 20 parents, mostly accompanied by their daughters, to a Learning Performance workshop,
focussing on mindset and memory techniques. Growth mindset was explained and how important failing and
getting things wrong is as part of the learning process. The importance of repetition to support learning was
discussed, and everyone took part in memory games to demonstrate just how much we can learn in a short
space of time. 3 brave pupils also took on the challenge of creating and learning a story including 15 keywords
in just three minutes which they then had to share with everyone in the room. As one pupil recorded in her
evaluation, “I have learnt that nothing is impossible when you put your mind to it.”
Miss C Middlehurst
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Year 9 Baking
Different styles of cooking by Year 7, 8 and 9 students.
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Personal Safety Message
We know how much your personal belongings can mean to you, and the impact they would have if they’re gone.
We hope you never find yourself in a position of having any of your belongings stolen, so we want to pass on
some simple steps that can help prevent that happening…
•
•
•

Keep your phone out of sight
When leaving the gates try traveling home with your mates
Keep your bags closed and close to you

Also did you know Apple and Android devices have an app installed that allows us to be able to track your
technology if they were stolen. However, you need to make sure it’s set up to do so.
To set up your devices now – head to west-midlands.police.uk and search ‘keep your phone safe’

Remember, be aware and take care.
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Sport News
Netball
Year 7
The Year 7 team had there first fixture this half term
against Erdington Academy. We took 10 students to
play against the school on Tuesday 11th February.
The students were very nervous but excited to
compete in there first game as a team. The girls won
On Thursday 16th January 2020 10 Year 7 pupils 6-2. They played well and made the school proud. We
participated in their first futsal tournament against are looking forward to organizing more netball fixtures
other schools within the Kingsbury Sports against other schools so that the team can continue
Partnership. They did exceptionally well especially to shine. Annie C was given the woman of the match
award from the other school.
adapting to playing only 5 minutes per game.
Well done year 7 keep up the good work.
We started off well against NBA winning 1-0, we then
drew with Erdington Academy. Unfortunately we lost
the next two games to Edmund Campion and Year 8/9 and Year 10/11
Stockland Green even though the games were very
close. However we did finish on a Win against Arena This half term the new league has started, we now
have a Year 8/9 team and a Year 10/11. Although we
Academy 1-0.
have had to re-arrange a few games we had our first
Hodge Hill Girls’ School Year 7 football team were fixture on 13th February against Erdington Academy.
very professional and supported one another on and Last time we played this school we suffered a big loss
off the pitch, they all tried their best and it was a great and although both teams did not win this time the
attempt for their first tournament in a secondary score line improved so much that the teacher from the
school setting. Hodge Hill Girls’ School came fourth other school commented on how much both teams
in the tournament. Our top scorer of the event and had improved and that she could see the hard work
"Woman of the match" for the tournament was they had put in. From Year 8/9 team Marwa got
woman of the match and from the year 10/11 team it
Ammaarah Blakeman.
was joint with Queensley and Haniyah. We are really
Miss Walker and the PE Department would like to say looking forward to playing more fixtures and improving
a big ‘well done’ to all pupils who participated and are our scores and getting some good wins under our
belts.
very proud of what the pupils have achieved so far.
Miss S Walker Well done to all the girls that attended netball club.
We have 28-30 girls attending every Thursday which
shows great commitment. It is a great opportunity for
the years groups to mix and learn from each other.
Keep up the hard work.
Mrs S Barron
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Physical Education – Inter-form competitions
Within each term all pupils in their PE lessons will be involved in an inter-form competition. In teams, pupils
compete to win points for their individual forms. Each term there is a form winner from each year group and at
the end of the academic year this all gets collated together to make an overall form winner for the academic
year. As HHGS house system is being updated these results will get converted over to house points next term
so keep your eyes open for new updates.
Autumn term inter-form competition: NETBALL

Year 7
7.2
7.4
7.6
7.20
7.21

Result
41
33
23
26
27

Year 8
8.13
8.16
8.18
8.A1
8.DL

Result
17
21
30
17
25

Year 9
9.CL
9.LL
9.PL
9.FD
9.TX

Result
22
25
16
19
21

Y7
WINNER:

7.2

Y8
WINNER:

8.18

Y9
WINNER:

9.LL

Year 10
10.ML1
10.ML2
10.ML3
10.ML4
10.14

Result
16
20
10
13
13

Year 11
11.3
11.7
11.9
11.10
11.11

Y10
10.ML2
Y11
WINNER:
WINNER:

Result
23
16
7
15
20

11.3

Spring term inter-form competition: BASKETBALL

Year 7
7.2
7.4
7.6
7.20
7.21

Result
26
34
23
27
21

Year 8
8.13
8.16
8.18
8.A1
8.DL

Result
15
14
24
17
20

Year 9
9.CL
9.LL
9.PL
9.FD
9.TX

Result
26
24
16
33
17

Y7
WINNER:

7.4

Y8
WINNER:

8.18

Y9
WINNER:

9.FD

Year 10
10.ML1
10.ML2
10.ML3
10.ML4
10.14

Result
6
7
9
11
11

Year 11
11.3
11.7
11.9
11.10
11.11

Y10
10.ML4
Y11
WINNER:
&
WINNER:
10.14

Result
9
15
10
7
9

11.7
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Dance Competition Year 7/8
On Tuesday 14th January 2020, 7 pupils from Year 7 and 4 pupils from Year 8 competed in the level 2 Games
Dance competition in our Kingsbury school sports partnership which was hosted by Greenwood Academy.
Hodge Hill Girls’ School pupils were very professional and performed fantastically.
The Year 7 pupils performed their dance based on a professional dance study looking at everyday life; this
group looked at school life and how pupils treat one another. The Year 8 pupils performed their dance based
on a professional dance study looking at human rights and how we can communicate a story through dance.
Both groups have been studying dance in their performing arts lesson and it was a lovely opportunity to be
able to showcase their hard work in lessons and experience dancing on a stage in front of others in a
competitive and friendly environment.
Hodge Hill Girls’ pupils got amazing feedback from the Kingsbury partnership judges which resulted in our
Year 7 group achieving runners up (second place) and our Year 8 group got announced as the winners! Both
dance groups from Hodge Hill Girls’ school beat all other entries, and now the winners (our Year 8 group) will
be attending the level 3 Dance Competition in March. The pupils will have the chance of a lifetime opportunity
of dancing at the Hippodrome in Birmingham.
Miss Walker and the PE Dept are very proud of all the pupils in the dance groups who competed; they showed
professionalism, teamwork and dedication whilst having fun being creative. A very big Dell done!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Your school is through to the 2019/20 Birmingham School Games –
KS3 & KS4 Dance Festival
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Free cycling activities taking place during the half term break
Free British Cycling Go Ride sessions are taking place during the half term break. These are open to children
of all cycling abilities up to the age of 16. These sessions will support those new to pedalling to those who
think they’re going to be the next cycling superstar!
VENUE

DATES/TIMES

CONTACT FOR BOOKINGS

Sara Park
160 Herbert Road
B10 0BR
Calthorpe Park Wellbeing
Hub
Calthorpe Park
Edward Road B12 9LF

Monday 17th February
Tuesday 18th February
From 1.00pm until 3.00pm
Tuesday 18th February
Thursday 20th February
From 1.00pm until 3.00pm

Matt Blythe 07786932887 or
mailto:mattblythe@britishcycling.org.uk
James Anderson 07342037662 or
mailto:jamesanderson@britishcycling.org.uk

15 | P a g e

