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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Parent/Guardian,
This is the final newsletter of the school year. Once again, it has been a challenging year
as we have adapted to the changing requirements of the Covid pandemic and end the year
with a heatwave! We have been excited to be able to get back to ‘a previous normal’ and
this newsletter highlights some of the many opportunities that our students can
experience.
We have plenty to celebrate as a school this year. We have been recognised as a UNICEF
Silver Rights Respecting School, a School of Character, achieving the kitemark and last
Friday we were assessed for the Quality in Careers Standard. We await the outcome via a
written report and will update you in the autumn term. In addition, we were delighted to
receive an excellent Ofsted report after a rigorous two-day inspection. It was pleasing
that Ofsted recognised the journey of improvements made at Hodge Hill Girls’ School over
the last five years.
Our students have been acknowledged for their magnificent work in local and national
competitions and we completed this year celebrating hard work and excellence though
our celebration assemblies. Certificates, prizes, and badges were awarded to nominated
students. Ten exceptional students in each year group received the Headteacher Award.
Year 11 students enjoyed our first prom in 3 years and had a special send off after their
final exam, with staff on hand to wish them well and make their final school exit one to
remember.
At the end of the school year, we also say ‘goodbye and good luck’ to staff members as they
move on to new opportunities. Ms O’ Hagan, Pastoral Manager Yr 10, and Mr Yaqoob
Teacher of Science will be leaving us at the end of term for new roles further afield. Mrs
Evans, Teaching Assistant will be looking forward to a well-deserved retirement after
many years of dedicated service at Hodge Hill Girls’ School and Birmingham City Council.
We wish them all well.
Our final bulletin of the year highlights some general learning activities, opportunities
within Birmingham and links to external organisations able to support during the school
holidays.
We hope that you have a safe and enjoyable summer.
Yours sincerely

S Adu
Mrs S Adu
Head Teacher

Safeguarding and Wellbeing
Here at Hodge Hill Girls' School, we have a strong initiative in place for the safeguarding
and wellbeing of staff, students, parents, and the wider community around us.
It is our determination that pupils/parents have access to the wellbeing information all
year round, with necessary support available, and providing the safety and openness for
individuals to share their worries.
School will now be closed for summer, however if you require any advice or guidance that
is related to emotional well-being, please visit the safeguarding area of our website or
access any of the following
links:
ANNA FREUD: https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/myself-care-plan-secondary/
MIND: www.mind.org.uk
KOOTH: www.kooth.com
CHILDLINE: www.childline.org.uk

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE ICT DEPARTMENT?

In ICT we have been looking at our plan for
the next five years and have made some major
improvements over this year. Firstly, we have
upgraded our old phone system to a new state
of the art telephone system, this not only
improves our communication to parents and
other stakeholders but allows us to
communicate between classrooms; improving
the communication around school. We have
improved the projection in each of the
classrooms, removing old and fading
projectors for new flat panels making the
delivery of lessons easier and allowing all
students to benefit from the classroom
experience.
Our Assembly Hall system was over 10 years
old and in need of a makeover, we now have
an easy to use system that now allows us to
use and host online meetings and large scale
events requiring connectivity.
In Reception, our new sign-in system adds an
extra layer of security in safeguarding whilst
also allowing the management of late students
and students leaving school early.

The Library has also taken a new and improved image.
The Library now houses a bright and innovative
design and format, making the area fit for the 21st
century. With new equipment, allowing for students to
have a better experience, but has created an additional
teaching space. Digital signage is being installed to
communicate to students and visitors about events
and useful information. Digital signs around school
have also been upgraded and added to, making it
brighter and more welcoming and informing all on key
information, dates and catering choices.

Library Before

Library After

We have currently loaned over 200 (over a quarter of our intake) laptops to students to use at home,
allowing them access to the facilities we use in school, making them able to complete work when
needed. We have also brought broadband/internet to some families who didn't already have it, by
using 4G access points it allows us to grant connectivity to families who previously experienced
poor internet connection
The ICT Department has been looking at and upgrading our use of cloud-based systems, giving more
connectivity between the systems we use. This also allows for students to be able to complete work
from any location, and being able to take part in group activities online.
We are committed to providing the best possible solutions for the school and are constantly looking
and evaluating the things we use as a department!

YOUNG JOURNALISTS RAISE AWARENESS ON THE
OUR VOICE NEWS SITE
Mrs Clarke and the Young Journalist Team

Following on from the First Issue discussing Human Rights on the OUR VOICE NEWS website,
young journalists at HHGS unleash their second issue focusing on Mental Health Matters.
We are really excited to share the news stories we have been researching and introduce you once
again to the magazine by YOU, for YOU. After launching our first issue on human rights, an issue
dedicated to mental health awareness was a top priority for our young journalists. Our interviews
from our first edition and lots of discussions in and outside of our school community made it an
obvious choice. Indeed, all the young journalists were agreed that this was to be embedded within
their role as Digital Ambassadors, so this edition is just a small part of our ongoing commitment.

We know that mental health issues have increased over the last few years, and young people have
been negatively impacted as a result. Our young journalists wanted to create a survey to provide a
snapshot of how our school fitted in with the various national and international surveys. Our survey
revealed an interesting insight into understanding how our students' mental health has been
impacted and how we as teachers, carers and parents, can help to improve their mental health and
wellbeing.
Please do take a look at the site. Our young journalists have worked hard on their first two issues,
both this one and our issue on human rights, celebrating the diversity of our school community. You
will find articles, podcasts, videos, poetry and more.

We would love to hear
what you think about the
website and also whether
you have any interesting
stories that you would
like us to share. We know
that our families have
rich histories and
cultural heritage that we
can all learn from. If you
would like to contribute
to one of our next issues,
please don't hesitate to
contact
m.clarke@hodgehgs.bham.
sch.uk
We hope you will find this
edition interesting,
thought-provoking and
enjoyable. And as ever, if
you would like to
contribute to Our Voice
News, we are always
happy to listen! All the
best from the Our Voice
team!

ART & DESIGN - MS CORSER
Year 9 - Changing the World
Year 9 students have responded well to the theme of
'Changing the World' in their Art rotations this year.
A challenging topic where pupils are asked to create a
piece of art to challenge others to make a change to
make the world a better, safer place to live. During
this project pupils learn about other artists, such as:
The Guerrilla Girls - an anonymous group of
feminist, female artists who wear gorilla masks,
devoted to fighting sexism, and racism within the
art world.
Martin Kreloff - paints using a hard-edge
technique to encourage pupils’ use of acrylic paint
Banksy - graffiti artist whose works has appeared
all over the world provoking people to think about
what is happening around them
Picasso’s painting Guernica
Work by Willliam Hogarth from the 18th century,
Paula Rego
Sarah Callaghan - contemporary illustrator
Shamsia Hassani - thought to be Afghanistan’s
first female graffiti artist.
Well done to Year 8 Arts Ambassador Abieha, who took
part in the Bring the Power youth programme for the
Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022.
As part of the 'Good Luck Challenge' pupils were asked
to wish competitors good luck in using a creative
avenue. Abieha created the pictured bright and
colourful entry with the message ‘ If you can believe it,
the mind can achieve it’. A great message for us all.
Abieha’s good luck message will be part of a welcome
pack for the athletes taking part in the summer.
This entry was selected to receive an exclusive
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games poster
which will be displayed in school. Fantastic job Abieha!

Arts Ambassadors shared their love of art with
the rest of the school by delivering assemblies
about World Arts Day. They explained that
World Art Day is marked to promote the
development, distribution and enjoyment of
art and that art, in its various forms, allows
people to express themselves. The presentation
then went on to explain to pupils about the
World Reimagined Project and share the
amazing work produced by all the year groups
involved.
Thank you for doing such a terrific job Arts
Ambassadors.
The Globe is completed!
Sometimes the best laid plans don’t work out! The plan to add clay figures initially had to be
changed when the clay figure made blew apart inside the kiln – maybe it just wasn’t dry enough
when we fired it. So plan B was put into action with simple figures created using tin foil, PVA glue
and tissue paper. A huge thank you to Miss Walker the Art, Design & Technology Technician for all
her support finalising this piece of work. Figures were created to include a main figure standing on
the top, pulling up another figure to reach the top of the globe. There are also three more figures
climbing up to symbolise the climb for equality for everyone.
The rest of the school was also encouraged to take part by writing their hopes and dreams for a
future world where everyone is treated equally and with respect. All these hopes were collaged
around the base of the globe for people to read. One section has had to remain undecorated for now
for The World Reimagined Team to add their branding.
A big thank you to everyone who took part!

The World Reimagined will see a trail of large globe sculptures across 7 U.K. cities from 13 August
to 31 October 2022, created by artists to bring to life a powerful journey of discovery that explores
our shared history, and the future we can create together. Schools across the U.K. have also created
small globe sculptures inspired by an education programme based on the transatlantic trade.
The Hodge Hill Girls' School Globe will be on display this summer at:
Millennium Point
Curzon St
Birmingham
B4 7XG
Click on the link for more information https://www.theworldreimagined.org/

P.E DEPARTMENT - MRS S. WALKER
Sports Celebrations 2022
There has been much to celebrate in HHGS PE department. The PE department would like to thank
all pupils who have been involved in all things PE related this year… lets keep this going for the new
academic year!
After school participation awards:
Bronze- pupils who have attended 10+ hours of after school PE clubs this academic year
Silver- pupils who have attended 25+ hours of after school PE clubs this academic year
Gold- pupils who have attended 40+ hours of after school PE clubs this academic year
Platinum- pupils who have attended 50+ hours of after school PE clubs this academic year
HHGS House points for 2021- 2022:
Throughout the year the PE Department have been running inter-house tournaments with pupils
competing in lessons to gain points for their house. They have competed in a variety of sports such
as football, basketball, cricket, rounders, netball, and handball. The points have been calculated from
autumn, spring and summer term events and now combined with Sports Day house points the final
results are in…..
1st place: 339 points- WILLIAMS
2nd place: 294 points- PARKES
3rd place: 275 points- YOUSAFZAI
4th place: 262 points- CURIE
5th place: 237 points- DENCH

P.E - Ackers Adventure Trip
The PE department took 30 pupils, those
who had participated most in PE after
school clubs to a rewards trip to Ackers
Adventure in June. The pupils got to
experience archery, climbing and team
building activities improving their physical
and mental skills. It was great to see all
pupils interacting together from year 7, year
8, year 9 and year 10 having fun and
learning new skills in a completely different
environment. Our pupils were the fastest to
complete the team building tasks compared
to other schools and their behaviour and
attitude was exemplary. It was an absolute
pleasure to take these pupils and witness
the great friendships they had created
whilst having an amazing day.

P.E DEPARTMENT - MRS S. WALKER
Sports Day 2022

The PE department had been eagerly awaiting Sports Day 2022 after a couple of years of not having
one….well it definitely was worth the wait! The PE department linked this years Sports Day to the
Commonwealth Games- each form was given a country from the commonwealth to promote and
create a form display board, along with flags and banners also linked to their house groups to cheer
their fellow pupils on, resulting in a great atmosphere. The whole school got involved; learning about
the Commonwealth Games, creating their own environmental pledge, and everyone out on the front
field to compete, cheer, have fun, and generally have a great day celebrating sport at HHGS.
Pupils competed in the 100metre sprint, 200metres, discus throw, javelin and the 100metre relay.
Certificates and medals were given to Bronze, Silver and Gold places. A big well done to all pupils
taking part. HHGS teachers also got involved with the Egg and Spoon Race, Three-Legged Race and
the Relay which was fantastic. It was a great day with a real HHGS team spirit!
Form board Commonwealth display winners:
7W
8P
9C
Congratulations!!

MATHS DEPARTMENT - CELEBRATING SUCCESS
As usual this has been a busy term:
Year 11 came out of exams feeling positive following months of hard work preparing for their GCSE
examinations.
Year 10 completed intensive intervention sessions during STEAM week, whilst Year 8 pupils got their
fingers in knots doing origami. Year 7 pupils were treated to a visit from the Happy Puzzle Company
to work on their problem-solving skills.
Hegarty Maths competitions were concluded with 2022 results shown below:
These students all received gift vouchers for their sustained effort throughout the year.
In total, students completed 9142 hours on Hegarty Maths this year and answered 466159 questions
correctly – Well done to all students!

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
The summer term has been a successful one for HHGS pupils
studying Religious Studies. All students completed an end of year
assessment to measure progress.

Value of the Month

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Maths
STEAM Week was a resounding success, the three drop down days gave students the opportunity to
experience something new and different, and further develop both knowledge and skills. Students
participated in a wide range of STEAM activities led by staff and external providers. This included
a visit to the Big Bang Fair for Year 9, completion of a First Aid course for some Year 10 students,
participation in a range of workshops delivered by Severn Trent Water, Birmingham City
University and Medical Mavericks to name a few. At Hodge Hill Girls' we are proud that we can
offer our students such important experiences that equip students with valuable life skills which
extend beyond the classroom supporting academic success, well-being and raising aspirations. See
below for the round-up of various activities pupils took part in throughout the week!
Dr N Malik - Assistant Headteacher

Severn Trent Water

Year 10 Pupils had the privilege to take part in a fun and engaging presentation from water
company, Severn Trent. The session involved the girls being presented different ideas of what is
suitable/ not suitable to be flushed down the toilet, or put down a drainage system. This included
useful knowledge on the biodegradability of standard wipes compared to environmentally friendly
alternatives, female sanitary products and how to correctly dispose of them, and finally, how to
correctly dispose of cooking oil. We would like to thank Severn Trent for coming out and inspiring
pupils to consider a career in STEAM related careers!

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
First Aid
Pupils took part in an exciting, and informative first-aid training session with a trained First
Aider visitor. The session involved the girls being introduced to the different circumstances where
an emergency may arise, and how to react as a result. Life saving techniques and signs to look out
for were taught. We hope this allows students to be educated in the event of a life threatening
situation.

Science - DNA Structures

The Happy Puzzle

Year 7 pupils focused on DNA
Discovery for their STEAM Week
Session. Pupils explored where DNA
is located, the length of DNA, and
can we extract DNA in our
laboratory. All the students enjoyed
creating a 3D Model of DNA
structures!

Year 7 pupils took part in various stimulating team-building activities. This helped pupils to think
critically, and work with others to solve mind stimulating puzzles. The benefit of team-work is a skill
required across school life and beyond!

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Art and Design
During STEAM week, (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and
Maths) a group of 20, year 8 students worked within the Art
Department for a day looking at slavery. They learned about
freedom quilts and designed their own versions out of clay.

The History of Freedom Quilts
Freedom quilts were designed to communicate information to
slaves about how they could escape to freedom using
underground railroads. Abolitionists and freed slaves would
make quilts using one coded pattern and hang them outside their
homes as signs to lead fleeing slaves on the path to freedom.
Slaves named these quilts ‘Freedom Quilts’. When slaves escaped,
they would use their memory of the quilts to help guide them
safely along their journey. Given the fact that quilts were typical
household objects, they could be hung from trees and fences, as
well as from windows, porches, and clotheslines, where they
would be plainly visible to anybody passing by. Because this was
the method by which quilts were washed and aired out, they did
not draw the attention of slave owners, overseers, or those who
were paid to track down fugitive slaves and their descendants.

Students worked in pairs to create their own interpretations of a
freedom quilt by designing codes which were then draw onto clay
tiles that can be used as a map of a familiar route around school.
Each square show’s a direction or landmark to guide you to their
desired location. All students worked phenomenally hard in their
groups and because of this created some interesting clay pieces.

The Results...

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Art and Design
Taking part in STEAM Week a range of pupils from year 7,8,9 and 10 worked with the Art
Department creating heads made from clay. Pupils developed their skills sculpting threedimensionally to produce a head to represent a slave inspired by Ghanaian sculptor Kwame AkotoBamfo’s work. His work tells the story of Africa and its links to the transatlantic slave trade,
paying tribute to the millions of African people who fell victim to the slave trade.
Each pupil created an individual head, learning how to shape and join the clay, create the eye
sockets, pinch the clay to develop the nose and add textures for the hair. Once all of the heads have
been created and fired in the kiln, which is a process of heating the clay to a temperature sufficient
to fuse the particles together, we hope to display them together like Bamfo’s.

The Results...

Student Thoughts of the Day:
"During this activity I was able to put myself in Kwame Akot-Bamfo's shoes
and create a sculpture of a slave in inspiration of Akot-Bamfo's art work."
"It makes me grateful we live in a better society."

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Art and Design
During STEAM Week the year 10 GCSE Fine Art pupils worked collaboratively to develop the globe for
the World Reimagined Project.
This project is a ground-breaking, national art education project to transform how we understand the
transatlantic trade in enslaved Africans and its impact on all of us. Ms Corser made a bid for and was
successful gaining a bursary to receive a globe sculpture free of charge for the school as well as an
artist in residence who will be working with pupils during the autumn term.
Year 10s were all given different elements of the globe to work on to support creating an exciting
response to the project. Pupils took their inspiration from artists such as Richard Mensah who is
inspired by the rich Ashanti history of Ghana which he reflects in his work, to Kente cloth which comes
from a textile practice that originated in Ghana centuries ago. The fabric has come to symbolize
cultural affiliations from West Africa but legend has it that a spider spinning a complex web inspired
the earliest kente techniques and designs. Pupils also looked at traditional illustrations showing the
journeys the slaves were forced to make as well as using clay to depict a person standing on top of the
globe supporting people to climb up alongside them to show equality.
Pupils worked hard throughout the day and the range of work they produced shows what a talented
bunch they are. Fabulous work year 10!

As the globe developed, quotes form year 10 were added circling around it
using vinyl. These included “Denying someone their human right is
challenging their very humanity.” “Men and women have roles. Their
roles are different, but their rights are equal.” “We are all human”.
Around the base everyone in the school was asked to participate by
writing their hopes and dreams for the future in a world where everyone
is treating equally.

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Design & Technology - Creative Concrete
Students enjoyed taking part in Creative Concrete with D&T teacher, Mr Deprez.
The pupils cut, and assembled a variety of different cardboard nets.
Cement and sand was mixed to create a concrete mix which they poured into their
assembled nets.
Whilst the mix was still wet, students pushed a small contained into the mixture to form a
hollow section, suitable to hold a small plant or tea light.
After 20 minutes, the concrete containers were solid enough to remove from the cardboard.
Pupils then decorated their concrete containers by using masking tape and acrylic paint.

The Results...

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Food Technology
Master Butcher/ Cooking Meat Session with Aubrey Allen
Year 9 students were busy in the Food Technology department in the final summer term. As part
of STEAM Week, pupils took part in a cooking meat session with butcher, Aubrey Allen. This
involved a series of activities to safely, and successfully improve their butchery, and cooking meat
skills. Aubrey provided a whole lamb to demonstrate his butchery skills for pupils. The lamb meat
was certificated as HMC Approved, which is important for pupils as the majority are of Muslim
faith.
Part 1- Butchery skills – students were shown a range of different skills on how to prepare meatand getting involved in the preparation of their own meat.
Part 2- Cooking with the meat you have chosen
Prior to the event, students needed to find a recipe including lamb and work with this as part of
the session.

Student thoughts
of the day.
"I really enjoyed
the butcher's
stories. He was
really dedicated
to his craft too!"
"Very
inspirational
day! - Gave me
the motivation to
cook."

Some of the beautiful dishes Year 9 pupils created...

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
Celebration Cake Decoration Competition
Year 9 pupils took part in a session involving showing off your cake making skills….this focused on
cake methods (baking, decorating and execution of the overall product)
The students were asked to cover the design brief of: show off your cake making skills to produce a
two tied celebration cake which is decorated.
Pupils were asked to present their finished cake designs as they would be displayed in a bakery
shop window.

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
English - The Punctuation Man

Year 7 and Year 8 pupils had an eventful last day of STEAM Week with the Punctuation Show
coming into the school to help reinforce the importance of learning the correct use of
punctuation - the English Department took responsibility for this event as it provides pupils
with the opportunity to engage with different types of learning as a collective year group, which
isn't usually explored in a classroom setting. The Punctuation Show involved music, singing
and games. Students were very excited to be involved and engage in all activities part of the
show!

Medical Mavericks

Students had the pleasure of a visit from NHS nurses as part of their Medical Mavericks
programme. The interactive activities allowed students to witness some of the daring, yet
rewarding tasks which nurses and doctors perform as their day to day duties within a hospital.
This activity highlights to students a possible career in the health care sector.

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK

Sports - Masterclass Sports Science

Urdu - My ideal Uniform
Year 7 pupils channeled their inner fashion designer during STEAM Week. As part of the
Urdu subject area, led by Mrs Malik and Mrs Arshad, pupils had the opportunity to
implement learning taught in their Urdu lessons to couple this with their textile creations
and formulating their ideal uniform!
Student account of the day:
During Steam Week, I chose the Urdu session where the class used our imaginations and
creativity to create the ideal school uniform. We used a variety of different colours, fabrics,
and designs to produce a masterpiece. We labelled the uniform designs in Urdu because we
have been learning about school uniform during lessons.

STEAM WEEK - DR N MALIK
HS2 Railway Activities
Year 10 had a visit from HS2 Railway
during STEAM Week. Pupils had the
opportunity to put their engineering
skills to the test, with the creation of a
HS2 Tunnel using straws and masking
tape. A test was run at the end of
completion to see how much weight
each tunnel would hold. As pictured in
the bottom right, the winning tunnel
designed held an astronomical 1.5kg of
rice! We'd like to thank HS2 Railway for
inspiring the students to pursue a
possible future in technology and
engineering!

Plant Pot Creation
Year 7 students participated in
making decorative plant pots and
putting their artistic flare to the
test! The plant pots are designed for
students to grow their own choice of
herbs. Well done to Year 7 pupils!

STUDENT COUNCIL & HOUSE LEADERS - MRS BARRON
This academic year was the first of the house- group system for
Hodge Hill Girls' School , in addition to the implementation of a
School Council - what a year it has been!
Our House Leaders/ Captains were selected at the start of the
year by applying for the role. The pupils did not waste any time
and got straight into business, setting up a suggestion box so
that students across all year groups felt their voices could be
heard.
The suggestions box brought up questions regarding the
catering at HHGS for students and staff. House Leaders
attended the catering tender along with a member of staff so
that the student voice was present in the decision of food
offered at school. This was implemented to ensure that pupils
are eating food which is nutritious and delicious. House
Leaders and staff continue to work with the catering team in
the next academic year in the hopes of improving the food
options available to students.
This year saw Hodge Hill Girls' School raise more money for
charity than in previous years. We raised money for Breast
Cancer Awareness with our amazing gift hampers. The school
also collected food to go to the food bank.
Another first for the school included a 'Wet the Teacher with a
sponge' contest which raised over £800 for Comic Relief - and
the first 'Student vs Teacher' netball match which was to raise
money for MIND charity. All of the leaders, staff, and students
who took part in any of the charitable causes this year have
done themselves proud. We cannot wait to continue our
charitable efforts next year!
I want to say a big well done to the house captains and house
leaders for leading the school this year and being role models
throughout. I look forward to working with them and future
leaders again in the next academic year.
Mrs Barron

SHEEP WASH FARM TRIP - MISS MERRIGAN
Year 9 students had a fantastic time on the Sheep Wash Farm trip! We covered a range of
different farming techniques. Students were shown crop growing: dairy farming; wind turbines;
rearing cattle; and wood carving.

The farmer demonstrated various vegetables
to the students which are grown on the farm
site. The vegetables are used for the Sheep
Wash Nursery, as well as local shops. It was
interesting to see the supply chain of where
our food originates from - including all the
processes involved until it reaches our
kitchen!

Farmers typically operate with
machinery to get from A to B
across the farm, so to achieve the
full experience Year 9 students
had the opportunity to be
transported across various areas
of the farm.

As part of the activities students took part in
during the course of the day, wood carving
was a student favourite! Wood carving is
created on the farm site - these creations are
used to promote areas of the farm as a focal
point- a creative artist has used a chain saw
to create this wonderful piece of work!

Student Feedback of the Day
"I have thought differently about food production because I have seen how much hard work is being put in
every day"
"It was wonderful and if I had a chance I would do it again- the farmer explained things very well."
"The farmer is very dedicated because he and his business partner have hand grown the crops- they have
multiple businesses too. The farmer has lived on the farm his whole life!-He is so dedicated."

THE ANIMAL MAN

Year 7 pupils had a visit from 'Animals in Hands' for
the opportunity to engage, and learn about various
animals/insects. Students received an insight into
the habitats, characteristics, and daily routines of
Year 7 pupils had the chance to hold and/ or pet the
animals in a safe manner, whilst asking the Animal
Man questions they may have had.
Common questions the students asked:
Is the animal warm blooded or cold-blooded
How long does the animal live for?
What environment is best suited to the animal?
A big well done to all Year 7 pupils!

YEAR 9 BIG BANG FAIR - MISS PITT
On Thursday 23rd June 2022, all of Year 9 pupils visited the NEC Arena, Birmingham for the Big Bang
Fair. The school was very excited to attend the in-person event due to COVID-19 leading the event to
be digital for 3 years. The Big Bang Fair is a wonderful opportunity for students to discover different
aspects of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics), including STEM careers. Pupils had
the opportunity to network and interact with individuals within various roles in the field. Well done to
all Year 9 students who represented the school well!

From Hafsa B:
I really enjoyed visiting the Big Bang trip because
there were a lot of fun activities to take part in and
a good opportunity to learn something new. My
favourite thing about the trip was when I visited an
ambulance, and I was able to go inside the
ambulance and explore the items and equipment in
it. One activity that I took part in was when I
controlled robotic balls with the iPad, and I drove
the around the track. It was a fun experience. I also
loved planting some plants into the soil; it was
amazing. The people there were friendly and nice,
and they helped us out, and showed us different
places where there were exciting things to do.

From Ramla S:
The Big Bang trip was amazing! Not only was it really
fun but it was also educational. There were so many
different fun activities and some challenging
activities. There were many helpful volunteers to help
us since the place was also super big. It took a while to
find my way around and I didn't realise I was going
round in circles until I came back to the same place 3
times. It's a great way to learn and a great way to
improve communication skills while having so much
fun at the same time. (I really want to go back in time
to re-experience it)!

From Noor Z:
At the Big Bang Fair, I made my way to the 'national
railway' and there I completed 3 enjoyable tasks for me
to get a prize. During these activities I learned
something remarkably interesting as one of the workers
was talking about apprenticeship and his experience
with it which was appealing as he said he started off as
an apprentice but now leads million-pound projects.
After this my friends and I trailed to the 'unbox' area
where we were given information about our wonderful
planet and the foliage in it. We then decided to go to the
'Rolls Royce' area where we were shown the
architectural aspects of the jet in an airplane and from
that we were given some merchandise. After this we had
some impeccably enjoyable stands we went to and to
summarize my experience it was fantastic.

MINDFULNESS AND WELLBEING DAY

The wellbeing of students, staff and parents/carers at Hodge Hill Girl's School is instrumental to
achieve overall harmony of the school environment. The purpose of Wellbeing Day is to mark five key
aspects:
'Values' - This involved learning different values such as: British Values, Equality, UNICEF activities,
and the British Red Cross kindness activities.
1.
'Physical Fun' - Squash, Cricket, Archery, Zorb Football Bhangra Dancing.
2. 'Mindfulness' - Meditation, Mindfulness Colouring, Silent Disco, Film Club, Poetry and Story
Writing.
3. 'Get Creative' - Zentangles for Mindfulness, Mood Food, The Mood of your Room, Photography, Be
the star you are.
4. 'Inspire Me' - Mad Science, Face painting, Creative design nail art, Gaming Room, Puzzles and
problem solving.
Wednesday 20th July marked Wellbeing Day at HHGS. This experience allowed pupils to understand
the significance of their mental, emotional and physical wellbeing towards their school experience .
Students engaged in various stimulating activities throughout the course of the day; learning new
skills, enjoying activities with friends and reflecting on the importance of their individual wellbeing.

Physical Fun

Mindfulness

Inspire Me

Get Creative

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS ACROSS THE HHGS SITE
Site Manager
Mr Evans
Since the last summer holiday, we have had significant developments completed around the
school site. This has included:
New colourful blinds which correspond with the colour palette of each classroom, in addition
to the selected colours designated for house groups.
New flooring.
External fencing has been replaced with strengthened secure fencing. This contributes to
HHGS's efforts towards safeguarding of all pupils, parents, staff and visitors.
During the summer holidays, we will continue with the redecorating project across the site,
updating flooring throughout the site.

HH
GS
EDUCATING
TOMORROW'S WOMEN
TODAY

We wish all pupils, parents, staff and
governors a fun and relaxing summer
break!
Dates for your diary :
School Year 2022 to 2023
Autumn Term
Term starts: Wednesday 7th September 2022 for Year 7
and Year 11 students.
School reopens for ALL Year Groups on Thursday 8th
September 2022.
Half Term: Monday 24th October 2022 - Friday 28th
October 2022.
Final Term starts: Monday 31st October 2022
Teacher Training Day: Friday 25th November 2022
End of Autumn Term: Friday 16th December

Spring Term
Teacher Training Day - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Spring Term starts: Wednesday 4th January 2022
Half Term: Monday 20th February 2023 to Friday 24th
February 2023
Final Term begins: Monday 27th February 2023
End of Spring Term: Friday 31st March 2023
Summer Term

CONTACT US

Summer Term starts: Monday 17th April 2023

Hodge Hill Girls' School
Bromford Road
B36 8EY

Half Term: Monday 29th May 2023 to Friday 2nd June
2023

Telephone: 0121 464 3094
Email:
enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk

Teacher Training Day - Monday 26th June 2023

Final Term starts Monday 5th June 2023

End of Summer Term: Tuesday 25th July

