Hodge Hill Girls’ School
Weekly Parent Bulletin
Value of the Month: STRENGTH

11th March 2022

Dates for your diary 2022
Wednesday 16th March
Wednesday 16th March
Thursday 17th March
Wednesday 18th March
Monday 21st March
Monday 21st March
Tuesday 22nd March
Tuesday 23rd March
Tuesday 23rd – 25th March

Year 7 Learning Performance Workshop
Year 10 & 11 Learning Performance Workshop
St Patrick’s Day
Year 8 & 9 Learning Performance Workshop
STEM Workshop Year 7 & 8
World Poetry Day
New intake: offer day
Year 9 assessment week
Mother’s Day Gift Shop

Important information
•

•

A reminder to parents to check their child’s Parent Pay account to ensure that
there are sufficient funds to cover break and lunch time purchases in the
canteen.
It is important that you are checking your School Gateway/emails and the
school website for updates from the school.

Setting Language Preferences
You can change your preferred language on the school website to keep up to date with key
dates and information.
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Keeping Healthy
A reminder if your daughter displays signs of Covid-19 or tests positive they should not
come into school, but follow the latest national guidance found below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-theircontacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
The Department for Education has published updated guidance for parents and carers of
children who attend school.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-aboutearly-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-andcolleges
School will continue to encourage good hygiene with frequent hand washing/sanitising
Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated
Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID19
If your child has to work at home due to testing positive with COVID-19 please inform school. If
you need any support or guidance we are here to help.
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Independent
Learning
Reminder
– Independent
learning platforms available to your child
Review learning – close any gaps – extend Learning
It’s important that you encourage your child to use the independent learning tools that are
available. Here’s a reminder of a few key platforms that your child should be using daily to
enhance their learning. Log on details are available from the school.
Hegarty Maths
Tassomai

GCSEPod

FlashAcademy

Active Learn

Oak National Academy

Using these platforms regularly will enable your daughter to go over information
learnt in school, close any gaps in their knowledge and prepare for future
learning.
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Exclusive Parent Webinars from GCSEPod

Last few dates throughout March to learn how to support your child with their learning and help
them excel in lessons and exams.

https://www.gcsepod.com/podup-presents-webinars/
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February is the month we think about the value of SINCERITY AT HODGE HILL GIRLS
Value of the Month: March, week 2
SCHOOL. What can we do at home to support this value?

March is the month we think about the value of STRENGTH at Hodge Hill Girls’
School. What can we do at home to support this value?
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Word of the Week 14th – 18th March
The English Department are pleased to introduce you to ‘Word of the Week.’ Our aim is to
challenge students to develop and extend their vocabulary through learning and using a specific
word (in context) in their written and verbal work, during lessons and around the school, each
week.
Next week the word we will be focusing on is ‘Attribute’
Staff will be listening out for good examples of the Word of the Week being used around school
to award positive points.
How can you support this at home? Try to use the word ‘attribute’ as much as possible at
home, make sure your child understands its definition and reward them for using the word
themselves.
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Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)
My Career, My Vision: Careers Week Competition
In honour of National Careers Week, InvestIN asks students to think creatively about their
futures. InvestIN invites you to submit an image that depicts your dream career with an
accompanying caption explaining why you want to go into that field (max 50 words).
This is a chance for students to get creative and have fun thinking about their dream
career.
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Up and Coming Events
Date

Event

Wednesday 16 March

Supporting young people with SEND into paid
work

Monday 14th March

Trends in International Mathematics and Science

th

Study (Group of year 9 students are taking part in the
study)
14 – 18 March
th

th

Comic Relief

A week of fundraising for Comic Relief
Next week our house leaders will be running daily fundraising events to raise money in support
of comic relief. Each of the five houses, Curie, Dench, Williams, Parks, and Yousafzai have
designed their own concept and will be holding an event each day. Below is the schedule of
events and we hope that you will support the students by sending a couple of extra pounds with
your child next week to take part in the fun.

Comic Relief Charity events
Monday 14th to Thursday 17th March each house leadership group will be running a different
activity during lunch time:
•

Curie- The Buzz Game. 50p a go, the person with the fastest time at the end of
the week will win a prize.

•

Dench- Guess how many sweets are in the jar. 50p a go, person with the correct
answer at end of week wins the sweets.

•

Parks- Guess what’s in the box. 50p a go, pop your hand in the box, person with
the correct answer at end of week will win a prize.

•

Yousafzai- Guess the baby. 50p a go, guess the teachers from the baby photos.
Person with all the right answers at end of the week will win a prize.

•

Williams- Raffle. 20p a ticket or £1.00 a strip. Winning tickets win prize at end of
week.
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The Main Event
On Friday 18th March the main charity event will be happening.
During both lunch times students will get the opportunity to throw a wet sponge at a teacher!
£1.00 a go, complete a small challenge and then throw the sponge.
We will be sharing pictures and updates from the events so look out for the next edition of the
school newsletter. It will be sent to you via email on the last day of term.

Girls Only Easter Programme
Pitch 2Progress are offering free holiday activities and Fun programmes which are
commissioned by Birmingham City Council.
This Easter they are offering a week
dedicated to girls only aged 11-16. The
offer has been created on the back of
consultation with parents and other
female participants. They can take on a
maximum of 80 females who are on free
school meals. They would like to offer
Hodge Hill Girls’ School pupils the
opportunity to book a place before they
share this fantastic opportunity on other
platforms.

Please note- If someone attends week
1, they cannot attend week 2, as they
must open spaces for new

participants. So, you can only book for
one week.
To register email:
contact@pitch2progress.co.uk
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Safeguarding, Well-Being and Mental Health support
If you need any advice or guidance that relates to emotional well-being, please visit the
safeguarding area of our website or access any of the following links:
MIND: www.mind.org.uk
KOOTH: www.kooth.com
CHILDLINE: www.childbereavementuk.org

Be #OnlineSafetySavvy
The online world is posing an ever-increasing risk to children,
and it is important that schools, parents, and carers work
together to take an active role in teaching children about
online dangers.
We are therefore delighted to announce that Hodge Hill
Girls’ School have shown our commitment to protecting our
pupils online by working with National Online Safety providing resources for all parents and carers.
To create your account, please follow
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/hodge-hill-girls-school
and complete your details. When you are set up, you will be
able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.

The Waiting Room
The Waiting Room (TWR) is a health and wellbeing directory specifically dedicated for the
people of Birmingham and Solihull. It provides visitors with links to 100’s of Birmingham and
Solihull based services that can help people take more control of their own health and
wellbeing. It also provides links to key national organisations that can help people to help
themselves. https://the-waitingroom.org/about
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Mindfulness Challenge

Week 17 OF THE MINDFULNESS
CHALLENGE
“EXERCISE – Mindful Love
Note”
This week, Tuesday 8th March 2022, we celebrated International Women’s Day to acknowledge
women’s achievements, promote equality and the influences they have had in the world.
Each year there is a different theme and this year it is: #BreaktheBias – it asks you to cross your
arms in solidarity to challenge gender bias, discrimination, and stereotyping. We are inviting you
to build on this concept with this week’s mindfulness exercise - “Challenge Your Beliefs.”
This challenge asks you to take a belief you have held for a long time, imagine you believe in
the exact opposite for a few minutes and take notice of how this makes you feel. Beliefs can be
related to religion, politics, education, gender or, life in general. The stronger your belief the
more effective the exercise will be.
For example, if you hold certain views about gender then look at those views from the other side
(#breakthebias). If you are anti-Brexit, imagine you are pro-Brexit. How does it make you feel to
fight the other corner? There are no right or wrong answers. It is all about gaining an insight and
an understanding of where peoples beliefs come from and what is driving them. You can learn a
lot about yourself, the people around you and instil tolerance towards others’ beliefs.
Give it a go as you may be able to help someone else to acknowledge women in their life and
the value they have.
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Talking Space – Crisis support for adults living in Birmingham
The aim of our Talking Space service is to provide a
safe, welcoming place where people can go outside of
normal working hours, instead of A&E or other urgent
services, if they are feeling emotionally distressed or are
in a mental health crisis.
https://birminghammind.org/services/talking-space/

Download Schoolgateway our free school app for parents/carers
port
Download Schoolgateway our free school app for parents and carers.
Schoolgateway is our primary mode of communication alongside emails. Therefore, we
encourage you to download and regularly check
the app to stay informed of important
information, updates and advice.
Please note this only works for priority 1
parents/carers. If you need to update your
details, please contact your daughter’s Pastoral
Manager.
ParentPay can you please ensure that your
account is activated any queries please contact school reception
enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
Contact Details: It’s important to make sure your contact details are up to date should we need
to get in contact with you. If your details have changed then please let our reception team know
as soon as possible. You can either call us on 0121 464 3094 or email us at
enquiry@hodgehgs.sch.bham.uk

