Hodge Hill Girls’ School
Weekly Parent Bulletin
Value of the Month: COURAGE

5th November 2021

Dates for your Diary 2021
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 11th November
Monday 15th November
Monday 15th November
Monday 15th November
15th – 21st November
Monday 22nd November
Friday 26th November

Remembrance Day
Governors: Site & Finance Committee
Year 10 Assessment Week
Anti-bullying Week
Road Safety Week
Year 9 Assessment Week
SEND Coffee Morning

It is important that you are checking your School Gateway/emails and the
school website for updates from the school.
Important Information
Twice weekly Covid testing at home for pupils
It is vital for pupils to keep testing at home, twice a week on Sunday and Wednesday.
Lateral Flow Testing: Please use the following link to report your home results.
NHS If you have no symptoms:
• get regular rapid lateral flow tests
• report rapid lateral flow test results
If you have coronavirus symptoms:
• get a PCR test and stay at home

This week Year 7 had the best attendance.
Well done!

ClassCharts
Parents should be signed up to ClassCharts. ClassCharts allows parents to see their daughters
homework, timetable, positive points. ClassCharts will also send an email notification to parents
24 hours prior if their child is in an after-school detention.
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Curriculum Enhancement Activities
We still have spaces available in a number of Curriculum Enhancement activities; please
encourage your daughter to get involved in these wider learning opportunities and sign her up via
School Gateway.
• https://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/curriculum/curriculum-enhancement
Free School Meals’ Vouchers - October half-term
Please make sure you redeem your daughter’s FSM voucher for October half-term if you have
not done so already; vouchers were sent before half-term for eligible pupils. Please contact school
if you need any help with this process.
•

Click on the link to check if you qualify for free school meals.
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham

Homework Club
If you feel that your daughter would benefit from a quiet environment in school to complete
homework, please use School Gateway to sign her up. Pupils can receive support from school
staff, as well as use computers and have full access to the School Library to help them with their
learning.
On behalf of the West Midlands Police Commonwealth Games Engagement Team
We are offering young people like you, (aged 13 to 21yrs ) the opportunity to join one of our
new, monthly, online Youth Meetings – the ‘WMP Youth Forum’. We want to hear your views
on the policing activity that you may see at the Commonwealth Games and how this impacts
you. You will be able to ask those people making the plans your questions and to learn about
what goes on behind the scenes.
In addition we would love to take on board your ideas to help us to create social media posts
aimed at informing other young people about those plans.
The meetings will be online and delivered by our Engagement Team. Everyone is welcome –
all you need is a mobile phone or laptop / tablet to join us and your enthusiasm! You can join
alone or invite a friend and if you are nervous about speaking then you can type your ideas and
thoughts into the chat during the meeting or even contact us direct.
We want you to feel part of our team – all that we ask is that you join us online at our opening
information session on Tuesday 9th November at 6.30pm to find out more.
Register for access to our information session via the Event bright link here:
• https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wmp-youth-forum-tickets-201485266857
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Period 6 Interventions – Year 7-Year 10
We are running a number of additional intervention opportunities - for example, to support pupils
who need extra help with reading, and 1-1 tutoring in Science and Maths for some Year 9 and
Year 10 pupils - to provide extra help as needed. If your daughter has been identified for these
opportunities - or you have requested this support at the relevant time when publicised in the
bulletin - you will receive messages via School Gateway to enable you to confirm her attendance;
it is expected that your daughter will attend these interventions. Please note that all Year 11 pupils
receive an additional Period 6 intervention Monday - Thursday each week to support their chosen
GCSE courses.
Remembrance Day Project for all Pupils
Remembrance day this year is Thursday 11th November. This year we invite you to collect and
record your families' stories from World War One and World War Two.
Many of your family members fought or took part in some way in one of these wars. Please ask
your families for their unique stories, write, or type them up to be displayed in school. Please
include any photos or drawings you think would be useful in understanding their story. You may
also wish to record their stories and send in the audio file.
Please send all contributions to Ms Bold by email e.bold@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk or in person.

GCSE Pod
Pupils have been busy with a total of 3053 pods accessed; History, English Literature and
Maths have been the most accessed subjects across the whole school.
Individual year group figures are as follows:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

301 pods accessed; Maths, History, Combined Science/Physics
619 pods; English Literature, Maths, Biology
1793 pods; History, English Literature, English Language
180 pods; English Literature, History, RS/Health and Fitness
160 pods; History, Biology, English Literature/RS
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Birmingham Institute of Physics (IOP) Evening Lectures
Birmingham IOP will be restarting evening lectures from next week. These lectures will be of
interest to students studying GCSE and A-level physics and to the general public with an
interest in the subject. All are very welcome to attend and you can now do so remotely or in
person!
Times and Dates
The lectures start at 7:30 pm and last roughly an hour.
Tuesday 30th November

Professor Mark Dennis, The wonderful world of Topological Design

Tuesday 1st February

Professor Martin Freer, Title - tbc on the topic of nuclear energy
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Dr Martin Widman, Title - tbc on the topic of the physics of global
warming
Dr Maria Pavlidou, Title - tbc on the physics of music

Map and directions are found here https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/contact/directions/index.aspx
To ensure you hear about any last minute changes to the event and to plan accordingly please
could you register to attend the event in person
For remote viewing of these talks via zoom please register or visit the website for future talks.
Newly Arrived Pupils (NAP) - Flash Academy

As part of our ongoing commitment to ensure excellence for all of our students, Hodge Hill Girls’
School has invested in an excellent online platform that delivers learning for students who don’t
have English as their first language. Your child has been assigned a login to the Flash Academy
app which the school uses to support learners in school. Flash Academy can be used on smart
phones, tablets and PCs and teaches English to students with over 35 different home
languages.
Your child may be assigned homework which they complete via the app. So, we advise parents
to encourage their child to log in on a regular basis. Parents will also be able to view their child’s
progress via the dashboard. The digital programme allows them to consolidate the learning that
has taken place in school, complete homework tasks, revise for any exams and improve
spelling and pronunciation. There are also a number of free worksheets that can be
downloaded from:
•

MFL / EAL Resources - FlashAcademy

We encourage all students to access Flash Academy as often as they can from home.
If there are any issues or concerns, please see Mrs Arshad in Room E-04.
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‘How Language Works’
At Hodge Hill Girls’ School we encourage pupils to get involved with
many enrichment activities across the school as this is an excellent
way to meet new friends and learn English faster. The school has a
club which runs after-school on Tuesday, week B from 2.45pm-3.45pm
in Room E.04 for students with EAL. During this session, pupils will
undertake a number of activities such as vocabulary building activities
and group work to help in their acquisition of English. If you would like
your child to participate in this club, please book via. SchoolComms.
Road Safety Week takes place from 15th to 21st November 2021.

Why is road safety important?
First and foremost, road safety education is essential when it comes to avoiding traffic accidents.
More than six children are killed or seriously injured on roads every day in the UK. Many of these
incidents occur due to carelessness and lack of awareness, so it’s important that children are
educated about this.
Children who have knowledge of road safety will not only be less likely to suffer an accident but
will also become more responsible and knowledgeable adults. They’ll become good, careful
drivers, pedestrians, cyclists and passengers.
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Road crashes are the leading cause of death for children and young people worldwide so parents
should encourage their child to be aware of everything around them, especially on roads so that
they are able to develop a responsible road sense.

Teaching Road Safety: A Guide for Parents

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)
Labour Marketing Information (LMI)
Probation officers
Weekly Pay
Annual Pay
580
30,160
Hours/Week
Hourly Pay
34h
17
Workforce Change (projected)
Growth
Replacement
5.7%
56.1%
The workforce is projected to grow by 5.7% over the period to 2027, creating 800 jobs.
In the same period, 56.1% of the workforce is projected to retire, creating 7,900 job openings.
You might find this job in
•
•

Social work
Public admin & defence

Solihull Sixth Form College
Twilight Taster Sessions courses at Solihull Sixth Form College in the coming weeks. These are
short sessions (usually of one-hour duration), which students can sign up to try a course before
they apply. It can help them to determine if the course is right for them or not. Students must
book in advance and this is something for them to attend alone without parents. The courses
running these sessions and the dates/times they are running are detailed below:
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Visual Arts Taster
(A level Art & Design – Fine Art, Graphics & 3D Design and Photography pathways – and
BTEC Art & Design)
Thursday 11 November 2021
5.00 – 6.00pm

Modern Languages Taster
(A level French, A level German, A level Spanish)
Monday 15 November 2021
4.45 – 5.45pm
Earth Studies Taster
(A level Geography & A level Geology)
Tuesday 16 November 2021
5.00 – 6.00pm
Humanities Taster
(A level Philosophy & A level Religious Studies)
Tuesday 16 November 2021
5.00 – 6.00pm
CACHE Childcare Tasters
Wednesday 12 January
Wednesday 23 March
Both 4.30-5.30pm
If you wish to sign up, visit https://www.solihullsfc.ac.uk/tasters.
Can you also email n.nazish@hodgehgs@bham.sch.uk if you take up any of the taster
courses.
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Kooth.com 's free, anonymous online platform continues to support all children and young
people across the West Midlands, with their mental health & emotional-wellbeing.
PARENT & CARER KOOTH INFORMATION SESSION
26th November A session for parents and carers living in the West Midlands, providing
information around the Kooth service and how parents/carers can support their young people to
access Kooth
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-kooth-for-parents-carers-west-midlands-tickets169330994563
KOOTH SUPPORT FOR 18-25 YEAR OLDS
23rd November kooth-support-for-18-25-year-olds-across-the-west-midlands
A session for 18–25-year-olds living in the West Midlands, providing information around how
Kooth can provide this age range with support around their mental wellbeing.
In addition to our usual Eventbrite sessions, on Tuesday 23rd November 2021 we will also be
presenting a new session focusing on Men's Mental Health, highlighting how the Kooth team
supports this, as well as introducing key articles and resources to help improve male mental
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health. This free virtual session welcomes all professionals across the West Midlands. To join
us please click the link below;
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mens-mental-health-kooth-professional-information-sessiontickets-202983668617
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WEEK 4 OF THE MINDFULNESS CHALLENGE
“BEDITATION”

This is the first week back in school after the half-term break and some of you will begin your
Mock Exams or Assessments. One problem you may encounter due to the pressure of exams
stress is being able to sleep before an exam making it harder to revise, focus and feeling tired.
Below is one example of an exercise for you to try that may help you to manage your sleep.

“Beditation” is an exercise that can be carried out when lying on the floor or in bed. When we go
to bed and try to go to sleep our minds can be very active as we begin to process thoughts of
the days happenings or what is taking place tomorrow. The goal is to help us learn to redirect
our mind away from these thoughts so we can relax and drift off to sleep. You do this by
focusing on this moment in time, mindfully relaxing your mind and different parts of the body
from your toes all the way through to your head. Have a go using the link below, once you feel
confident you have learnt what you need to do try to do it just by using your mind to guide you.
Hopefully this will help improve your sleep, so you wake up refreshed not feeling tired and ready
to start the day.
https://www.youtube. com/watch?v=T5ut2NYdAEQ
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We are working with SAYPMHP in supporting our pupils with their mental health and emotional
well-being. They offer regular courses and workshops that are aimed at supporting parents. On
12th and 13th November they are offering a listening skills course for parents . It is free to
attend. Please see details below:
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Download Schoolgateway our free school app for parents and carers.

Schoolgateway is our primary mode of communication alongside emails. Therefore, we
encourage you to download and regularly check the app to stay informed of important
information, updates and advice.
Please note this only works for priority 1 parents/carers. If you need to update your details
please contact your daughter’s Pastoral Manager.
ParentPay can you please ensure that your account is activated any queries please contact
school reception enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
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