Hodge Hill Girls’ School
Weekly Parent Bulletin
Value of the Month: COURAGE

12th November 2021

Dates for your Diary 2021
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monday 15th November
Monday 15th November
Monday 15th November
15th – 21st November
Thursday 18th November
Saturday 20th November
Monday 22nd November
Wednesday 24th November

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Friday 26th November

•

Governors: Site & Finance Committee
Year 10 Assessment Week
Anti-bullying Week
Road Safety Week
Aspirations Day
Universal Children’s Day
Year 9 Assessment Week
SEND Coffee Morning (has moved
from 26th November as previously
posted)
Inset Day for staff – School closed to
pupils

It is important that you are checking your School Gateway/emails and the
school website for updates from the school.
Important Information
Twice weekly Covid testing at home for pupils
It is vital for pupils to keep testing at home, twice a week on Sunday and Wednesday.
Lateral Flow Testing: Please use the following link to report your home results.
NHS If you have no symptoms:
• get regular rapid lateral flow tests
• report rapid lateral flow test results
If you have coronavirus symptoms:
• get a PCR test and stay at home

This week Year 9 had the best attendance.
Well done!
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Aspirations’ Day
On Thursday 18th November, pupils will be taking part in a range of different activities to support
preparation for their future beyond school including dedicated Work Experience exploration time
for our Year 10 pupils and support on post-16 applications for our Year 11 pupils. The Careers’
Convention will welcome pupils from Year 9 to 11 to learn about a range of possible careers,
and Year 7 and 8 pupils will build teamwork and financial management skills, as well as working
on goal setting and resilience. Year 9 will also begin their GCSE options’ journey, learning more
about KS4 choices in the Performing Arts and Art/DT Faculty. Please take time over the next
few days to discuss future plans with your daughter, and the importance of having a variety of
different skills to enable her to make appropriate choices about what she would like to do when
she moves beyond Year 11.
Curriculum Enhancement Activities
We still have spaces available in a number of Curriculum Enhancement activities; please
encourage your daughter to get involved in these wider learning opportunities and sign her up via
School Gateway.
• https://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/curriculum/curriculum-enhancement
Free School Meals
• Click on the link to check if you qualify for free school meals.
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/birmingham
GCSE Pod
The ‘Pod Games’ have begun with GCSEPod using schools in our region and of a similar size
competing against each other to see who can access the most pods; we currently sit in 1st place
out of 107 schools with an average of 5.3 pods having been watched per KS4 pupil. 2930 pods
have been watched, with History, English Literature and Maths the most accessed subjects; over
200 pods have also been accessed for English Language.
Individual year group figures are as follows:
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

375 pods accessed; Maths, History and Combined Science
674 pods; History, English Literature, RS
1078 pods; History, English Literature, RS
284 pods; English Literature, Maths, Physics
519 pods; History, Maths, Chemistry/French
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Hegarty Maths Homework
Your daughter will be receiving homework each week from the HegartyMaths platform, this
homework can take up to one hour to complete properly.
Your child may complete more work should they wish, this is not a requirement.
The Hegarty Maths homework will consist of two main parts:
1) Watching and taking notes in the back of their Maths book from a 10-minute video.
2) Doing the quiz that follows the video showing working in their homework books.
Our main focus is on the effort that your daughter puts into their homework, the care they take
with their notes and the pride they take in their work. It is fine to make mistakes and students
should be encouraged to write the mistakes in their book, write the correct answer that the
computer will show them and retry any questions they struggle with, as this will encourage good
habits and take the fear out of making mistakes in Maths.
Please support by talking with your daughter each week about Hegarty Maths homework and
checking the homework has been completed.
Year 9 and 10 Additional One-to-One Tutoring
You will be aware that we have promoted opportunities for Maths and Science one-to-one tutoring
for Year 9 and Year 10 pupils and invited parents/carers to nominate their daughters for this, as
well as targeting specific pupils where school data tells us that this is likely to be of benefit.
Unfortunately, despite several communications from the school about this directly to relevant
School Gateway contacts, we have a number of parents/carers who have not provided consent
or contacted the school and we can only, therefore, assume that this opportunity is not wanted.
We will hold existing places on these tuition programmes for next week but will then be looking to
offer this to other pupils. Again, we would welcome parent/carer nominations if your daughter is
not currently in the programme and you would like her to be placed on the waiting list; please
email c.middlehurst@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk for her name to be put on the waiting list and we
will be in touch if we are able to offer a place. As ever, thank you to parents/carers who have
provided consent to enable their daughters to participate.
Year 11 Oxbridge Presentation
As part of Aspirations’ Day, we will be hosting a workshop for our Year 11 pupils who may be
considering applying to study at Oxford or Cambridge University in the future; this session may
also be of benefit to pupils considering applying to other Russell Group universities. If your
daughter is in Year 11, and you feel she would benefit, please email Miss Middlehurst
c.middlehurst@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk to request a place for your daughter in this activity.
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World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children's Day and is
celebrated on 20th November each year to promote international togetherness, awareness
among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare.
We will be sharing resources and information linked to children's rights and asking all
parents/carers to take part in a survey as we celebrate this important day. We are proud to be a
UNICEF Rights Respecting School and are currently accredited with the bronze Rights
Committed Award. We are working towards the silver award, 'Rights Aware.' Much exciting work
has been taking place in school around this theme and we look forward to updating you on our
progress.
The hydration challenge - Design an information sheet/poster.
Keep a diary of how much water you drink every day for one week.
Then assess whether you drink enough and say whether you increased your rehydration during
energetic activities, include P.E Lessons.
• Email your task to: cooking@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)
University of Birmingham Observatory,
The second Astronomy in the City event will take place on Wednesday 17th November at 6:00pm
it will be centered around the main tool for Astronomy, the telescope. It will feature a talk by PhD
student Natalie Williams titled "Aliens, Galaxies and the Big Bang: Introducing the James Webb
Space Telescope" as well as a talk about the night sky in Winter. Following this, you will have the
chance to participate to a live virtual tour of the University of Birmingham Observatory. They will
showcase the characteristics of the Wast Hills telescope and, weather permitting, proceed with
live observations. In addition, assembled experts will be ready to answer any astronomical
questions you may have.
The links to the talks and the live session can be found at the Astronomy in the City
webpage:
• https://www.sr.bham.ac.uk/observatory/astronomyinthecity.php
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Solihull Sixth Form College
Twilight Taster Sessions courses at Solihull Sixth Form College in the coming weeks. These are
short sessions (usually of one-hour duration), which students can sign up to try a course before
they apply. It can help them to determine if the course is right for them or not. Students must
book in advance and this is something for them to attend alone without parents. The courses
running these sessions and the dates/times they are running are detailed below:
Modern Languages Taster
(A level French, A level German, A level Spanish)
Monday 15 November 2021
4.45 – 5.45pm
Earth Studies Taster
(A level Geography & A level Geology)
Tuesday 16 November 2021
5.00 – 6.00pm
Humanities Taster
(A level Philosophy & A level Religious Studies)
Tuesday 16 November 2021
5.00 – 6.00pm
CACHE Childcare Tasters
Wednesday 12 January
Wednesday 23 March
Both 4.30-5.30pm
If you wish to sign up, visit https://www.solihullsfc.ac.uk/tasters.
Can you also email n.nazish@hodgehgs@bham.sch.uk if you take up any of the taster
courses.
SEND
We have a fantastic opportunity for 15 pupils in Year 9 to be trained as pupil peer mentors as part
of the South Asian Young People Mental Health Project. This forms part of a wider community
project.
The mentors will get a full day training in November/December which will help them to understand
the role; some facts about wellbeing; opportunities to discuss the obstacles young people from
their community face in seeking support when they don’t feel good and, a chance to plan an
initiative to lead on in December and January to raise awareness of Mental Health and Wellbeing
in school.
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In the Spring Term, there will be a second day of training offered. This will let the students
feedback to each other what they have already done; learn some more specific “mentoring” skills
and plan with their school lead how the mentoring programme in their school will operate.
If you are interested in becoming a pupil peer mentor, application forms will be available during
your assembly for you to collect. Once completed, please return to Mrs. Clews. The closing date
is Friday 19th November.
WEEK 5 OF THE MINDFULNESS CHALLENGE: “NOTICE “I” EXERCISE”

Last week on Thursday 11th November 2021 we observed Remembrance Day. We thought about
how powerful silence is as we reflected and thought about all of the lives that have been lost,
suffered permanent injuries, inflicted or lasting scars to mental health.
This “I” Exercise helped to raise awareness of how many times the word “I” is used in a sentence.
It forced us to focus on how self-centered we can be.
This week make a conscious effort to “think about the word “I” when talking” and how many times
you say it. You will probably be shocked how many times you actually use this small but powerful
word. Keep a count if you can, if you want to take it a step further note down how many times you
say it in a week the result may surprise you. Hopefully it helps you to realise how we can be
wrapped up with our own needs without considering what others maybe going through.
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The Communication And
Autism Team
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Kooth.com 's free, anonymous online platform continues to support all children and young
people across the West Midlands, with their mental health & emotional-wellbeing.
PARENT & CARER KOOTH INFORMATION SESSION
26th November A session for parents and carers living in the West Midlands, providing information
around the Kooth service and how parents/carers can support their young people to access Kooth
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-kooth-for-parents-carers-west-midlands-tickets169330994563
KOOTH SUPPORT FOR 18-25 YEAR OLDS
23rd November kooth-support-for-18-25-year-olds-across-the-west-midlands
A session for 18–25-year-olds living in the West Midlands, providing information around how
Kooth can provide this age range with support around their mental wellbeing.
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In addition to our usual Eventbrite sessions, on Tuesday 23rd November 2021 we will also be
presenting a new session focusing on Men's Mental Health, highlighting how the Kooth team
supports this, as well as introducing key articles and resources to help improve male mental
health. This free virtual session welcomes all professionals across the West Midlands. To join us
please click the link below;
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mens-mental-health-kooth-professional-information-sessiontickets-202983668617
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Download Schoolgateway our free school app for parents and carers.

Schoolgateway is our primary mode of communication alongside emails. Therefore, we
encourage you to download and regularly check the app to stay informed of important
information, updates and advice.
Please note this only works for priority 1 parents/carers. If you need to update your details,
please contact your daughter’s Pastoral Manager.
ParentPay can you please ensure that your account is activated any queries please contact
school reception enquiry@hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk
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