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Hodge Hill Girls’ School 
Newsletter 

 

‘What really matters is not whether we have problems, but how we go through them.  We 

must keep going on to make it through whatever we are facing.’  Quote by Rosa Parkes. 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope that you and your family remain safe and well. After starting the second half of the Spring term in 
full lockdown it has been lovely to welcome our students back onto the school site from 8th March. It is 
evident that our students have been happy to catch up with friends, school staff and the familiarity of school 
life. A resilient approach and positive efforts with schoolwork will result in future academic progress, so 
encourage your daughter to keep trying her best as we move to the Summer term. 
 
It has been a very busy half term and the school has undertaken the additional challenge of running mass 
testing on site, alongside our usual day to day work of educating young people. Staff have worked tirelessly 
to ensure that this ran smoothly. A big thank you to those involved and all staff members who continue to 
successfully adapt their work at this time. 
 
Where possible we continue to offer wider learning opportunities. This half term students were able to 
participate in Careers Week and STEAM week. Tasks may have been adapted in line with current 
restrictions, but you will see some of the fun activities on offer in this newsletter. 
 
Happy Easter to those in our school community who will celebrate in the first week of the holidays and 
Ramadan Mubarak to those members of our school community who will be observing Ramadan starting 
in the second week of the holidays. 
 
Have a wonderful break and we look forward to the brighter days ahead in the summer term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs S Adu 
Head Teacher  
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support as the school continues to operate under the current Covid-19 
regulations. Health and Safety remains our priority and this term students have been encouraged to wear 
masks in classrooms as well as around the school buildings. The Lateral Flow tests that were initially 
undertaken in school are now being conducted at home as a further measure to stop the spread of 
Coronavirus. The school maintains a detailed risk assessment and students and staff are regularly 
reminded of the need to adhere to the necessary measures in place. 
 
Our Governing Body has met as per our calendared meetings and it has been encouraging to see how 
quickly everyone has settled back into the rhythm of the usual school routines. As we approach the final 
term of the school year we are looking forward and planning for 2021/2022. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran 
Chair of Governors 

Message from the Headteacher 

Message from the Chair of Governors 
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Virtual Tour of the Birmingham Museum 
and Art Gallery 
 
‘Personally, I thought it was pretty good 
experience to go to the museum again 
virtually and take a look at all the displays. 
There are a vast majority of different types of 
art styles to explore such as: Contemporary 
art, Fine art, Impressionism, and pop art 
(plus many more) they also have historical 
artifacts like: ceramic vases, old coins, 
helmets, and ancient jewellery pieces too. 
There are major artists work as well such as: 

Vincent Van Gogh and Leonardo Da Vinci. You can also see Da Vinci's work in science, maths, and art 
my Favourite. There are more rooms you can discover it's like going through time you can see the ancient 
Egyptians, Industrial Britain, the Vikings and the Victorian/ Elizabethan era along with the Romans and 
Saxons too. If you can actually go to the museum and see the pictures in person, these are even better 
up close and are 100 years old. The paintings are interesting especially close up when you can see the 
finer details, how do they have so much time to do this?’ 
 
Personal experience by Zara K 
 

 
HAPPY EASTER FROM ALL OF US IN CHILLAX 

 
As we returned to school after the last Lockdown the pupils in Chillax have been busy taking part in lots 
of activities and crafts. The number of pupils accessing this facility during lunchtime continues to grow.  
They work together to produce their “Works of Art” by encouraging each other, sharing ideas, and 
making sure everyone is included.  The smile on their faces speaks for itself (as does the sound of their 
feet hurrying down the corridor).  
 

 
 
The pupils have been busy using glitter and paint to make a dazzling display of Easter eggs and a Happy 
Easter Banner as you can see in the photo. The floor in our room has a continuous reminder of their efforts 
as the carpet sparkles to but we would not have it any other way.  The pupils leave the room happy, smiling 
and usually with a sparkly jumper ready to start their learning again.  
 
We all hope you enjoy your break and look forward to sharing their latest efforts with you next term. 
 
 
 

Art Department – R Corser 

  Chillax – Mrs R O’Neill 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=HRt5gSBGXa9
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204 of our pupils have made use of GCSEPod since February half-term to support 
their learning in a range of subjects. As a result of the high level of usage, the school 
is in the national finals for the top 14 using schools across the whole country. This is 
a huge achievement and represents a significant commitment to independent 
learning from so many of our pupils.  
A particular mention should go to Duaa in Year 8 who received a certificate from 
GCSEPod for accessing the most GCSEPods of any pupil in the whole country 
throughout the month of February.  Well done!  

 

 
We have 1339 ‘Lockdown Legends’ in all subjects across the school, recognising consistent effort in 

learning whilst at home with many pupils picking up nominations in more than one subject. A prize draw 

was held with one lucky ‘Lockdown Legend’ in each year group receiving a £20 Love2Shop voucher.  

Each of the year group winners had been nominated in at least 4 subjects, representing great 

commitment to learning. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As always, we continue to reward our students for all their effort and hard work. Alongside the usual 
points-based Gold, Silver and Bronze reward system for our students this term we were pleased to 
recognise the commitment that a large number of students showed to their learning during lockdown. 
Mrs. Adu personally wrote a letter to families and students were recognised with a headteacher award 
badge. One of these students in Year 9 commented:  
 

'I received the award badge by mail. This badge made me feel that all the hard work has paid 

off and all the stress of lockdown, however that didn't stop me from trying to achieve my goals. 

I am happy to be wearing this amazing badge as it makes me feel very proud of all my 

achievements.’ Safa Year 9 student. 

 

 
 
British Science Week was marked across the whole country during the period 5-14 March; we took this 

opportunity at school to celebrate all things Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics.  

 

 

STEAM Week – Miss C Middlehurst Assistant Headteacher 

  GCSEPOD – Miss C Middlehurst Assistant Headteacher 

Rewards – Dr N Malik Assistant Headteacher 

Lock Down Legends – Miss C Middlehurst Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Pupils took part in a range of activities in lessons such as 

learning about saving the planet’s oceans, a virtual visit to a 

farm, tessellations, the role of technology in drama and 

music and describing famous scientists in the language they 

study. In addition, pupils were provided with a number of 

activities which they could undertake in their own time at 

home. Pupils designed mehndi, researched inventions and 

created Rangoli patterns amongst other learning 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Well done to Years 7 and 8 producing some great “Flextangles” for STEAM Week. What is a flextangle? 
A flextangle is a combination of a hexaflexagon and a zentangle design.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Flexagons: In geometry, flexagons are flat models-paper polygons, usually constructed by folding strips 
of paper. They can be flexed or folded in certain ways to reveal the multiple faces. 
 
After an introduction to the concept of tessellating shapes, Years 7 and 8 decorated a template made up 
of tessellating triangles and then followed the video instructions, folding one way on the dotted lines and 
the opposite way on the full lines to create their flextangles. 
 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Books, Books, Books! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What looks a little like a textbook warehouse was created for our Year 10 pupils for the reopening of school 

to all pupils. Every Year 10 pupils have been provided with a personalised set of revision resources to 

support their GCSE courses, including general revision techniques, revision cards, textbooks, revision 

guides and knowledge organisers. 

We hope that pupils will find these useful as they move through their GCSE courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Most of this term we have spent in lockdown however that has not stopped us from bringing lots of new 
experiences to our pupils.  
 
In January we celebrated Careers in STEM, pupils were sent information about the many careers in STEM, 
a brief and inspirational history of women in Science and why to choose a career in STEM.   
 

From 8th - 14th February it was National Apprenticeship Week. Pupils were sent a Pupil pack and parents 

a Parent pack, this explained about Apprenticeships and some examples of apprenticeships and how to 

apply. Pupils were sent a schedule for the week, which they could take part in workshops, talks and 

activities.   

From 1st – 6th March we had National Careers Week. During this week pupils had the opportunity to 

experience virtual Careers fairs, Virtual talks, workshops etc. We had a virtual Careers treasure hunt; we 

had our work experience partner ‘Learn to work’ provide us with many resources which pupils could work 

through or join. Pupils had the opportunity to research their own careers paths by using resources such 

as iCould, Career Pilot, BBC Bitesize Careers and many more. We also had workshops for parents, some 

we organised within school looking at T levels and some by outside providers. We had workshops from 

post 16 providers including colleges and the British Army. Pupils were sent activities that they could take 

part in everyday of the week. Feedback from pupils was very positive.    

CEIAG – Miss N Nazish Careers and Enterprise 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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97% of our pupils have now applied to a post 16 provider, with the other 3% given support to help with 

their applications, to ensure they have completed them by the end of this term.  

We have regularly been informing parents and pupils through our bulletin about the Labour Market 

Information (LMI) for certain jobs every week. This can help inform pupils which career path to take 

depending on demand.  

Year 11 pupils were regularly receiving careers telephone meetings with our careers adviser whilst in 

lockdown and now on a one-to-one basis in school.  

 
This is a review from Sabah in Year 10 who attended a virtual work experience event that was advertised 
in the Parent Bulletin in January 2021.  She found it really motivational.  All of our Year 10 students will 
get the opportunity to take part in work experience in the summer term. 
 
‘I had the opportunity to do work experience through "Allied Healthcare Mentor". I really found it quite 
enjoyable, and it really provided me with some insight of what job I would like to pursue in the coming 
future. It allowed me to ask questions through a website which I had quickly received a reply from. Not 
only this but they had a live Instagram chat after each career shown on YouTube live. This was equally 
beneficial for me because I was given more information like what qualifications and what skills were 
needed for a certain job and what is even better is that I received a certificate after each session.  It will 
show an interviewer the experience that I have gained when I choose my career in the future. I will certainly 
be attending the next work experience day.’ 

 
 

                                                                                                                   

 
In school we have been promoting reading and have invested in a great weekly student friendly 
newspaper. Each week all pupils are sent an electronic copy of 'First News' alongside with quiz 
questions. This term we have had over 160 students participate which has been excellent to see and will 
benefit our students knowledge of the outside world.  
 
Please continue to support your daughter by ensuring they check their emails weekly for details.  
 
A huge well done to: 
 

Iqra M - 7P 
Marium A - 7P 
Aisha S - 11Y 

 
These students have read and answered every quiz this term since January, certificates will be coming 
their way. 
 

Work Experience – Mrs L Kennie Year 10 

Miss H Mullins – Teaching Assistant 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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This term newly arrived pupils were each sent an E-Book to read and respond to language-based 
questions. A huge well-done to Sehar F and Hala A who completed the six-week challenge with great 
results.  
 
Our students have been actively engaging with the Flash Academy application. For this term, Aisho was 

our Flash Academy Home Learner Champion for completing almost 19 lessons in a month resulting in 

over 30 new words learnt- what a tremendous effort! 

This year, World Book Day might have looked a little different, but that did not stop us celebrating it. Our 

students were encouraged to complete a wide range of wonderful, fun activities at home. A huge well-

done to Ramal S for designing a national book token and Ana C for making a model of a lion from the 

classical fantasy novel, The Lion, Witch and The Wardrobe. It almost looks real! 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Ramla S Year 8 

Ana C Year 8 

Newly Arrived Students – Mrs N Arshad 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/

