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At 
GCSE 

history 
we 

study 
the 

topics 
boxed 
in red.
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GCSE results 2019
81% of pupils achieved a grade 9-4
35% of pupils achieved a grade 9-7

20% of pupils achieved a grade 8 or 9.

We did even better in 2020 assessed grades! 
With 94% of pupils receiving a grade 4 or above.

Teachers of GCSE History are Ms Bold, Mr 
Walker and Ms Middlehurst.
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What will you learn?

▪ There are two papers at GCSE history (paper 1 and paper 2)
▪ They are both 2 hours in duration. 
▪ Both carry 50% of your final grade.

▪ There is no coursework.
▪ Paper one: 

▪ PART A: America expansion  and consolidation 1840-1895 
▪ PART B: Conflict and tension 1918-1939

▪ Paper two:
▪ PART A: Britain, health and the people c.1000 to present day

▪ PART B: Norman England 1066 – 1100 
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Britain, health 
and the people 
c.1000 to the 
present day

This topic teaches you 
about the history of 
medicine from the 
medieval period to the 
modern day.

Please full list of lesson 
titles on the next slide.
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Lesson title.
Why is Hippocrates known as the ‘father of medicine’?
How did Galen improve medical ideas in Roman times?
What did people believe caused and cured illness in medieval times?
How did Islamic medicine affect medieval Britain?
Did surgery improve in the middle ages?
How effective were medieval hospitals?
Did the church help or hinder medical progress?
What was public health like in the Middle Ages?
What did people believe caused and cured the Black Death?
How did Renaissance period help to advance medicine?
Why was Vesalius important during the medieval period?
How did Pare improve surgery during the Renaissance period?
Why was William Harvey’s discovery important?
How had hospitals developed in the 18th century?
How did John Hunter develop surgery in the Renaissance period?
How had public health developed from the Black death in 1348 to the Great Plague in 1665?
How were people treated in early modern Britain by Quack doctors?
What discovery did Edward Jenner make and why was this important?
Why did people oppose the smallpox vaccination?
What public health problems existed in Industrial Britain?
How did Edwin Chadwick improve public health?
Why was Dr Snow’s discovery in public health important?
What contribution did William Farr and Joseph Bazalgette make to public health?
Why was the Public Health Act 1848 and 1875 introduced?
How did chloroform and James Simpson help improve surgery?
How did carbolic acid and Joseph Lister lead to aseptic surgery?
Why was Louis Pasteur’s germ theory important?
How did Robert Koch study of germ theory develop into vaccinations?
How did Paul Ehrlich develop on Koch’s work to prevent illness?
How did Booth and Rowntree challenge problems of living conditions?
What were the Liberal social reforms and what was their impact?
How did World War One and Two affect public health in 20th century?
What progress in surgery was made by World War One and Two?
How did Alexander Fleming discover penicillin?
Who is more important in the work of penicillin Florey and Chain or Fleming?
Why was the National Health Service introduced in 1948?
Why did people oppose the NHS?
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America: 
Expansion 

and 
consolidation 
1840 - 1895

This topic teaches you 
about the history of 
America in the 19th

century. You will learn 
about Native American 

society and its 
destruction by settlers. 
You will also learn about 
the American Civil War.

Please full list of lesson 
titles on the next slide.
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Lesson title
What was the ‘Great American Desert’?
Who were the Sioux and what religious beliefs did they hold?
How was Native American family life organised?
How important was the buffalo to the Native Americans?
How did the Native Americans deal with warfare?
How did the Native Americans and the settlers perceive land?
How was the Permanent Indian Frontier created in the 1830s and what was Manifest Destiny?

Why did early farmers begin to move west and what problems did they encounter?
Who were the forty Niners and what impact did they bring to the west?
Who were the Mormons and why did they travel west?
How successful was Brigham Young in moving the Mormons west?
How successful was Brigham Young in settling the Mormons at the Salt Lake and what was the Mountain Meadow Massacre?
What was the Fort Laramie Treaty 1851 and the policy of concentration?
Who were the Homesteaders and why did they settle on the Great Plains?
What were the main problems and solutions to living on the Great Plains for homesteaders?
How did the US deal with the Indian problem after 1865?
How did the Indian Wars of 1862 – 1868 affect relations with settlers?
What happened at the Battle of the Little Big Horn 1876?
Was Custer responsible for the defeat of the US army at the Battle of the Little Big Horn?
How did the Dawes Act lead to the destruction of the Native American life?
How were reservations used to control the Native Americans?
What role did the transcontinental railroad play in the defeat of the Native Americans?
What happened at the Battle of Wounded Knee and what was its impact on Native Americans?
What were the long-term differences between the Northern and Southern states of American before the American Civil War?
How did the Missouri Compromise 1820 and the Compromise of 1850 delay a civil war?
What were the medium term causes of the American Civil War such as Nat turner’s rebellion, Kansas Nebraska Act, Uncle Tom’s Cabin and 
Harper’s Ferry?
What were the short term causes of the American Civil War such as Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, secession and Fort Sumter?
How was the civilian population affected by the American Civil War?
What was Reconstruction 1866 – 1877 and what was the political, economic and social consequences of the American Civil War?
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Conflict and 
tension 1918-

1939

This topic teaches you 
about the history of 

Europe during the inter-
war years. You will learn 

about the Treaty of 
Versailles, the League of 
Nations and the Causes 

of World War Two.

Please full list of lesson 
titles on the next slide.



Hodge Hill Girls’ School Rename this to Presentation Title 10

Lesson title.
What were the aims of the Big Three?
What were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?
What were the reactions of the peace settlement in Britain, France and America? To what extent did the Big Three achieve their aims at 
Versailles?
What were the reactions of the peace settlement in Germany?
How fair was the Treaty of Versailles?
What were the other peace treaties signed after 1919 and what was their impact?
What were the aims of the League of Nations?
How was the League of Nations organised?
Who was the League of Nations meant to help and how successful were they?
How successful was the League of Nations in the 1920s?
What was the Locarno Treaty and the Kellogg Briand Pact 1928?
How did the Great Depression make the work of the League of Nations difficult?
Why did the League of Nations fail in Manchuria and what impact did this have on its authority?
Why did the League of Nations fail in Abyssinia and what impact did this have on its authority?
To what extent was the League of Nations a success and what were its strengths and weaknesses?
What were Hitler’s aims?
How did international countries react to Hitler’s foreign policy?
How and when did Hitler break the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?
Why was the Rhineland reoccupied?
How and why did Hitler want to unite with Austria?
How did international countries react to Anschluss?
What was the Sudeten Crisis?
Why was the Munich agreement significant?
How did Britain and France appease Hitler?
Was appeasement the right policy in the 1930s?
What was the Nazi Soviet Pact and why was it significant?
What happened in Poland in September 1939?
What caused the Second World War 1939 – 1945?
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Norman 
England 1066 

– c.1100

This topic teaches 
you about the 
invasion of the 

Normans in 1066. You 
will learn about how 

the Normans 
conquered England, 
how they changed 
England, and how 

they reformed the 
English church.

Please full list of 
lesson titles on the 

next slide.
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Lesson title
What was life like in Anglo Saxon England?
How had Edward the Confessor become King 1042 – 1066?
Who were the claimants to the throne of England in 1066?
What was the importance of the Battle of Fulford and Stamford Bridge?
Who won the Battle of Hastings and why?
Who revolted against William from 1067 – 1075 and how did he react?
What was the Harrying of the North?
What role did Norman castles play in controlling England?
How successful was Norman England under Williams reign and after Williams death in 1087?
How did the Feudal system change under the Normans?
How did the Normans change the justice and legal system?
How did people get justice in Norman England?
Why was the Domesday book important?
What was life like in a Norman Village?
How far did village life change under the Normans?
What was life like in a Norman town?
How far did town life change under the Normans?
What was the Anglo Saxon church like and how did Archbishop Lanfranc reform it?
How did reforming the church in England help the Normans gain control?
What was a Norman cathedral like?
How did the relationship between the king and the church develop over the Norman period?
What was a monastery like in the Norman period and what was the role of a monastery in Norman England?
How was education linked to religion in Norman England?
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What you get and what you give by studying GCSE 
History.

What you get…

▪ An exercise book per topic

▪ A revision notebook per topic

▪ A full list of lesson titles with a 10-point 
summary of each lesson along with revision 
activities per topic

▪ A timeline per topic

▪ Access to GCSE pod and GCSE pod 
booklets per topic

▪ A Pearson and CGP revision guide per topic

▪ Quality in classroom lessons from a 
specialist teacher

▪ Factual knowledge tests to support 
memory recall

▪ Exam questions as homework which will be 
marked to exam board standard and 
feedback provided
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What you give…
▪ Care and take responsibility to all 

resources provided to help you 
succeed. 

▪ Attention and enthusiasm to your 
lessons.

▪ Time outside of lessons revising 
through self testing strategies 
the content taught in lesson.

▪ Dedication and resilience in your 
learning. 

▪ Respect to your teacher
▪ Time and effort to all homework 

tasks.
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Where can you go by studying history…?
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By studying history at any level you will gain a varied insight into how human nature 
operates, developing both empathy and understanding. It is this understanding which 
renders history graduates mature and intellectual individuals with the capacity to 
analyse situations in the current day with an adept and informed eye. As a 
consequence history graduates are skilled problem solvers - they can detect 
patterns in thinking, behaviour and society qualities that any employer would look 
for.

It provides you with the following skills which are valuable to any employer:
• Think critically and empathetically
• Become self-disciplined and independent
• Analyse and solve problems
• Self-motivated, self-directed and use of initiative
• Create well informed arguments and respect others
• Information retrieval
• Makes you a good citizen of the world
• Helps you make good judgement calls.
• Leadership and negotiation
• Intellect, open minded and creativity
• Sifting, processing, and synthesising

You can enter the 
following careers with 
qualifications in history, 
however, it must be 
stressed that history is 
a valuable and sought-
after qualification for 
almost all lines of work:

• Archivist/Museum 
work
• Research and 
archaeology
• Teaching and 
education
• Politics
• Journalism
• Legal
• Civil Service
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ANY QUESITONS PLEASE 
EMAIL MS BOLD, 

SUBJECT LEADER FOR 
HISTORY  

e.bold@hodgehgs.bham.sch.
uk
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