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Headteacher’s Message 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),  

As the year end approaches, we look back at the 

fantastic successes that we have achieved over the 

past year. Academic excellence has dominated this year 

as we celebrated an overall progress 8 figure 

significantly above the national average. Science, 

Languages, Humanities, English and Citizenship also 

achieved higher than the national average, placing the 

school in the top 20% of the country. We are rightly 

proud of these achievements and appreciate the 

determination and hard work of pupils, staff and the 

ongoing support of parents. Working together in an 

effective partnership ensures that all pupils have the opportunity to fulfil their potential. 

It is always lovely to hear good news stories from our former pupils and see them as they 

progress from Hodge Hill Girls’ School into university places, apprenticeships and the 

workplace.  This year many of our ex-pupils have achieved places at top universities. We 

are so pleased that you have come back to share your progress with us. 

School life continues to be full of opportunities and this half term many pupils have been 

involved in an exciting after school programme. There have been numerous enrichment 

activities during the school day and this newsletter gives you a flavour of the wonderful 

opportunities we offer. Many of our pupils were rewarded with certificates for their hard 

work and achievements in the end of term reward assemblies. A bowling trip to Star City 

was the highlight in the last week of term for pupils with the highest achievement points. 

Well done! 

2020 will see the introduction of our new house system. Pupils nominated inspirational 

women in history for the names of our new houses. The five houses will be Parks (Rosa 

Parks), Rowling (JK Rowling), Williams (Serena Williams), Yousafzai (Mahala Yousafzai) and 

Curie (Marie Curie).   

Thank you to all the pupils, staff and parents who responded to our uniform consultation. 

We greatly value your contributions and look forward to sharing updates shortly. 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a peaceful holiday period. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs S Adu 

Head Teacher 

Message from Chair of Governors 

 Dear Parent/Carers, 

The end of the Autumn term is upon us and so much has been achieved in this short space 

of time. While the Year 7 pupils are happily settled into their secondary school routine, 

our Year 11 pupils have been preparing for their next steps. Many have secured places at 

Colleges and Sixth Form establishments and now is the 

time for reflection after the first set of mock exams and 

continue the hard work as we make our way to the final 

exam series. 

The Governing Body continues to meet regularly, and 

new members will be joining the team in the new year. 

We welcome Phil Hall as Staff Governor.  Our members 

regularly undertake training and are involved in 

relevant committee meetings throughout the year. 

I continue to meet with Mrs Adu, the Headteacher on 

alternate Friday afternoons and I am available to meet 

with parents by appointment at this time. I can be 

contacted via the Clerk to the Governors at the school address.    

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran 

Chair of Governors 
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Year 8 Learning Performance Workshops  

40 Year 8 pupils took part in a half-day workshop designed to support revision techniques 

and to show how to use a range of different approaches to make learning and retention 

of knowledge stronger. Pupils were involved in memory games using mnemonics and 

story-telling to enable them to recall 

factual information. The workshops 

were delivered by staff from Learning 

Performance who are working very 

closely with the school this year to 

help pupils to develop their 

confidence and resilience for learning 

further, as well as looking at time 

management and relaxation 

techniques. 

(Miss Middlehurst) 

 “Supporting Your Daughter with her Reading” Workshop 

As part of our commitment to helping pupils to 

develop their reading skills further, Learning 

Performance staff visited school to deliver a 

workshop on the importance of reading and how 

this supports all aspects of learning. Parents and 

pupils talked about their favourite books and why 

they liked them so much, and discussed how they 

could build reading – and particularly reading 

together – into their weekly plans. Please keep 

encouraging your daughter to read and discuss her 

reading with her; if you have chance, please try 

and find time each week when you can read 

together for pleasure.  

(Miss Middlehurst) 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Thank You for Supporting our Charity Fundraising 

Thank you for you support with our charity fundraising.  We are pleased that we raised a 

fabulous £504.80 for Breast Cancer Care in October. 

During November, our prefects were 

busy selling poppies, as we 

supported the British Legion Poppy 

Appeal.  This raised £149.60  to 

continue their vital welfare and 

benevolent work. 

During December, we have been 

supporting two local charities.  

Thank you to everyone who donated 

food and other items for our Food 

Bank.  This provides practical help 

for families who are in crisis and need during this time of year.  On the last day of term 

we held our latest charity non-uniform day for St Basils, to support their work with young 

people of Birmingham to enable them to find and keep a home, grow in confidence, 

develop their skills, increase opportunities and prevent homelessness. 

Congratulations 

We are extremely proud of the good behaviour 

and attitude of all our pupils.  Throughout the 

term pupils are awarded positive behaviour 

points recognising their efforts, behaviour, 

attitude and contribution to school life.  In 

recognition of their efforts the top 100 pupils, 

who have achieved the highest number of 

points enjoyed a morning of ten pin bowling on 

Tuesday.  Congratulations to all our pupils attending.  

We are continuing to award positive behaviour points throughout school.  All pupil 

balances have been reset, and our pupils are now collecting positive behaviour points 

towards the next celebration event. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/


www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk          6 

 

Year 7 visit Birmingham University 

On Monday all our Year 7 pupils attended science 

lectures at Birmingham University.  They learned 

about the effect of diabetes on the body and also 

attended a creepy crawlies lecture. Pupils enjoyed the 

experience and they explain here.  

“The lecture explained how we get diabetes and why 

poeple get it.  I enjoyed the lecture about diabetes 

because I learned  a lot and found out both type 1 and 

type 2 diabetes.  We also learnt about different 

animals and there skills.” - Zeenat 

“I have learned lots of new facts.  It felt great to have 

this opportunity to go to a university, because I have 

never been to one before. I now have an insite into 

what it is like at University and I now know what a lecture is, which I didn't know before.” 

- Zaynah' 

''The trip was very fun and we learnt lots of new things. I have learnt how diabetes works 

and how you can get it. I also learnt about what bugs and animals can do. I enjoyed all the 

lectures which were fun and a different experience to secondary school and primary 

school!” - Mariam 

(Ms Egeh) 

Youth Parliament Elections 

This term Year 9 and Year 10 pupils have been busy campaigning to be a member of the 

Youth Parliament.  The UK Youth Parliament provides opportunities for 11-18 year olds 

to use their elected voice to bring about social change through meaningful representation 

and campaigning. 

During the last week we have held an election.  Pupils considered the speeches on youth 

violence by Aiza (Y9),  Poverty and mental health by Sumaya (Y10) and youth and gang 

crime by Umaiza (Y10).  All our candidate speeches were superb, congratulations to all.  

We are delighted to announce that Sumaya has won our internal election. She will now 

go forward as the Hodge Hill Girls' School nominee to run for the Youth Parliament 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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elections in the city. We will all be supporting Sumaya in her campaign and wish her the 

very best of luck in the elections.  

(Mrs Woodcock) 

Skills Show at the NEC 

A group of Year 9 and Year 10 pupils attended 

the World skills show at the NEC.  

The visit allowed our pupils to experience the 

UK’s biggest skills and careers event. The Skills 

Show is a unique annual celebration that 

inspires future fashion designers, web 

developers and engineers of tomorrow with 

exciting opportunities in further education, 

skills and apprenticeships.  

During their visit, pupils took part in various activities including learning how to do CPR, 

looking at different types of cells etc. They also had the opportunity to listen to various 

speakers linked to careers and other work related learning. Pupil feedback was very 

positive; they felt the event had raised their aspirations and opened up their 

understanding of the different career paths available.   

(Ms Nazish) 

We Remember – Commemorations for the Armistice 

As in all years, November is marked with a saddening reminder of the end of the First 

World War. As people across the UK wear poppies of different colours and take part in 

remembrance ceremonies, we still face the question; in our modern society how should 

we commemorate war without glorifying it? The Armistice that was signed on 11th 

November 1918 ended four years of devasting fighting that robbed millions of a future. 

It also laid the foundations for a peace treaty that was to irrevocably alter the face of 

Europe. The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, was designed to ensure Europe remained 

peaceful and prevent another period of destructive violence. As the world was still reeling 

from the horrors of the First World War, the Treaty of Versailles failed to hinder 

aggression and just 20 years after its signing the world was plunged back into another war 

that proved to be a very different beast from its predecessor. Many historians point 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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towards the Treaty of Versailles as one of the main causes of the Second World War and 

2019 sees its 100-year anniversary.  

Pupils at Hodge Hill Girls’ School show the utmost respect when learning about these 

events in both Year 9 and at GCSE, which proved to be true with pupil engagement in the 

various ways in which Hodge Hill Girls’ School chose to mark the occasion. The History 

department ran a bingo competition designed for pupils to put their teacher’s knowledge 

of the First World War and the Treaty of Versailles to the test! 

Entries for this have been numerous and pupil engagement 

with the activity created a buzz around the school with many 

teachers commenting on how much they had been taught! All 

pupils who took part in this competition are to receive positive 

behaviour points and won a luck dip prize. Well done all!  

Pupils have also had the opportunity to listen to an assembly 

delivered by Mrs Cooney and are also invited to view wartime 

artefacts in the display case outside the pastoral office. During 

this month, pupils really enjoyed taking their history lessons 

outside of the classroom and taken pride in their knowledge 

and understanding of the 20th century’s most important 

events. 

(Ms Bold) 

Bookbuzz 

This Autumn, our Year 7 and Year 8 pupils 

have taken part in the Bookbuzz reading 

programme that is designed to inspire and 

promote a love of reading.  

Pupils were offered a selection of 17 book 

titles, ranging from non-fiction reads for 

curious minds to fast-paced page-turning 

novels. By promoting such a range of books the aim is to ignite the imagination of our 

pupils and encourage them to read more widely and often.  

Feedback from our voracious readers: 

• ‘Reading ‘Who Killed Darius Drake’ from Bookbuzz has showed me that reading can 

be fun. I have devoured this book and it has improved my vocabulary.’ Mahnoor 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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• ‘I think that the Bookbuzz books have made a huge impact on my reading skills. 

With Bookbuzz, I can choose a book, at my level. The book that I have chosen was 

called ‘The Last Zoo’. It has improved my reading skills a lot.’  Zaynah 

• ‘I have read ‘The Lost Diary of Sami 

Star’, which is a great book because 

it teaches the importance of 

friendship and promotes anti-

bullying.’ Rehmat 

• ‘Bookbuzz has helped me to find a 

love for reading and has opened a 

new door. It has helped me to widen 

my range of vocabulary.  Reading ‘The Lost Diary of Sami Star’ has also made me 

more aware of anti-bullying issues.’ Aniqa 

(Ms Mohammed) 

Eco Club 

The Hodge Hill Girls' Eco Club has got off to a flying start 

thanks to the dedication and commitment of the 20 members.  

Pupils have completed several projects and submitted a 

request for free trees for schools from the Woodland Trust.  

We are currently waiting to see if we have been successful 

with this.  The Eco Club also now has its own web pages on 

the Pupil Portal with interesting links for pupils to explore.   

Adiba, one of our Eco Team Leaders explains more about the work of the group: 

‘In the Eco Club there is a focus on what we, 

as pupils, can do to improve both our 

environment and ourselves.  This term we 

have been planting bulbs that will grow in 

March or April, and litter picking, which has 

really made a big difference in the picnic 

area. We have also been making bird boxes 

that pupils have painted and decorated.  We 

are hoping that birds will come to nest in 

them.    

The Eco Club wants to create and show awareness of how important the environment is.  

It’s not just about litter and pollution, but how we live and act on a daily basis.   The club 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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are looking at habits such as skipping meals like breakfast, which is really important as it 

gives you energy for the day so that you can concentrate better.  

Another really important project that pupils and teachers are working on at the moment 

is a healthy, delicious food recipes that are filling and yummy at the same time.   We are 

asking families to send in their favourite home made recipes so that we can put them 

together in a Hodge Hill Girls’ Recipe Book.   

Overall the Eco Team is a club where ideas are discussed and plans put into action.’ 

(Ms Wilcox and Adiba, Year 9) 

Art and Craft Club 

The Arts and Crafts Club has been a very successful 

after school activity this term.  It is a fantastic 

opportunity for social interaction between different 

year groups.  The club have created some fantastic 

chiristmas decorations and cards.  

The club will be meeting again after the school 

holidays.  All pupils are very welcome. 
 

     

 (Miss O’Hagan)  

Netball Club and Fixtures 

This term our 2 netball teams have been improving ever since netball club started. 

There have been multiple fixtures for us to take part in with other schools located 

in Birmingham. Our teams have won a couple of times. The Year 7/8 team won 10-

0 against Cardinal Wiseman.  Well done girls and let’s keep going for our up and 

coming fixtures. 

(Marwa, Year 8) 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Netball club is an entertaining environment that is well-attended by all year groups. 

Training is held every Thursdays after school. I enjoy attending netball club because 

everyone is friendly, helpful and respectful. We work hard and strive to become 

better while still having fun. We regularly play matches against other schools, either 

away from or at school. Recently, the Year 9/10 team played a match against 

Stockland Green School. It was a fast-paced and enjoyable match that ended in a 

3-3 draw. We won 16-2 when we played Cardinal Wiseman School and we were 

all so proud that our hard work had payed of. 

(Joy, Year 10) 

I have been so impressed with the commitment of our 

pupils coming to netball club. They come to training 

sessions every week, work hard and enjoy themselves. 

The older students have been great role models for the 

Year 7/8 team showing them that good work, effort and 

belief in themselves will pay off. It is wonderful that both 

teams have come second in their respective leagues, with 

some fabulous wins and close-fought games.  This is a 

fantastic achievement that reflects their hard work and 

commitment to training.  Well done to all of the girls and 

hope to see you all and anyone else that would like to 

join after the Christmas holidays. 

(Mrs Barron)  

Football Club 

Pupils from years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have been 

attending football club regularly since the 

beginning of the Autumn term.  They have had 

fun and made new friendships across the year 

groups along with improving their football skills.   

Our Year 7 pupils are currently busy preparing 

for their first futsal - 5 a-side tournament, which 

is happening in the new year. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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We are very lucky this year to have a talented and committed group.  However, there are 

a few spaces still available for any pupil who wishes to still join and  participate.   

 (Miss Walker) 

Great Baking 

Year 9 pupils have 

produced a wide range of 

seasonal cooking during 

their recent food lessons.  

Pupils have show some 

excellent skills.  

     

(Mrs Merrigan and Miss Ward) 

Speakers Trust Workshops 

On Tuesday 3rd December, the Speakers Trust 

came into school.  Speakers Trust gives  pupils 

the opportunity to become confident public 

speakers.  The trainer praised our pupils, who 

she felt were a great group and she was very 

impressed with the speeches they created. 

Six of our pupils were selected as winners.  They 

will compete in the next round of the 

competition.  If successful, they will go on to 

compete for a place in the regional final. 

Congratulations to  

• Ifrah, 10.ML2 

• Ayana, 10.ML2 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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• Maariya, 10.ML2 

• Bilqees, 10.ML2 

• Nayla, 10.ML1 

• Imaniya, 10.ML2 

Well done to everyone who took part and thank 

you to the Speakers Trust and HSBC for 

providing us with the opportunity. 

(Mrs Barron) 

Day of the Dead  

  

During the Autumn term, the first 

rotation of Year 8 art pupils have 

been working with clay to produce 

a three-dimensional skull, which 

they have then decorated using 

acrylic paint to create designs 

inspired by the Mexican Festival 

Day of the Dead. 
 

 

       

       

(Mrs R Corser and Miss L Ward) 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) 

To better support pupils with English as an 

Additional Language (EAL), we are pleased to 

announce a fantastic new programme called 

Flash Academy, that supports over 30 home 

languages. Pupils can select the language they 

are most comfortable with and complete a wide 

range of levels tailored for their learning. Pupils 

acquire both vocabulary and grammar skills 

such as: reading, writing, pronunciation, speaking and listening. They are encouraged 

through interactive quizzes and have fun, whilst enthusiastically making language 

acquisition. 

We believe this will have a great impact on our Newly Arrived Pupils, to prepare them for 

their mainstream lessons, social and life skills for the future. In addition, they are 

supported twice a week by the EAL Teaching 

Assistant, to ensure that they are making the 

most of the programme. We would also 

recommend that your daughter is making the 

most of the application at home on a regular 

basis. There is an ambition to educate parents 

on about the Flash Academy application and the 

benefits this can bring. 

Many of our Newly Arrived Pupils have been attending a variety of skills-based out of 

hours learning programmes. Key Stage 4 have had the opportunity this term to attend 

Post-16 support sessions.  These are now well underway and have increased pupils’ 

awareness of college courses they may wish to apply for. To further enhance their skills 

they have learnt valuable social and academic skills to become successful young people 

ready to embark on their post-16 opportunities.  

Furthermore, Key Stage 3 Newly Arrived Pupils 

have been creating their own ‘Autobiography in 

a Box.’ Whilst designing and creating these 

boxes pupils have taught each other about their 

cultural experiences.  They have explained the 

significance of each item in the box in relation 

to key events and experiences of their life. This 
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has had a huge impact on pupils speaking skills as well as building confidence to work 

collaboratively.  

(Mrs Arshad) 

Roast Dinners 

During week commencing 11th November, Year 8 pupils 

cooked roast dinners during their Food lesson.  This was 

the concluding practical lesson in their food rotation.  

Preparing and cooking complete roast meals gave our 

pupils the opportunity to show the skills they have 

learned.  The meals 

consisted of freshly prepared  ingredients that included a 

selection of different vegetables, Yorkshire puddings and 

roasted meat with stuffing. Some pupils also used different 

herbs and spices.  It is a fantastic achievement by our 

pupils, who completed the task very well within the hour 

allocated.   

  

   

(Mrs Merrigan and Miss Ward) 

The Big Draw 

During the month of October, the Art Department organised a range of events linked to 

the Big Draw Festival to encourage everyone to be creative. Every year the Big Draw, 

which is the world's biggest drawing festival designed to promote the importance of visual 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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literacy and the importance of art education. 

A series of tasks were created for pupils to 

complete during form time with the main 

focus following this year's theme of being 

creative can improve your health. Every 

pupil in the school was asked to create a 

butterfly using origami (the art of paper 

folding)  focusing on the butterfly being a 

symbol of life. Year 7s at the start of their 

journey at HHGS made larger butterflies whilst Year 11s made smaller sized one 

highlighting that they will soon be flying off to pastures new. The completed butterflies 

are displayed on one of the school noticeboards.  

Other tasks included using fingerprints as a base and imaginatively 

turning them into little monsters.  The ‘Circle Challenge Draw’ 

encouraged our pupils to create as many circular designs as they 

could. Pupils were also encouraged 

to create Zentangles which is an 

easy-to-learn, relaxing, and fun way 

to create beautiful images by 

drawing structured patterns that 

can support relaxation. 
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Staff were also invited to join the Art Department during a lunchtime for some 

mindfulness colouring following the theme 'Drawn to Life: creativity and wellbeing’ . Click 

on the Big Draw website for more details https://thebigdraw.org/  

(Mrs R Corser and Miss L Ward) 

Healthy Eating 
 

Year 7 food lessons have started using healthy food 

ingredients and prepared fresh fruit kebabs. This has been 

linked in with selecting a range of different coloured fruits 

inline with the NHS Eat well plate. 

 

     
(Mrs Merrigan and Miss Ward) 

Textiles 

During the autumn term the first rotation of Year 

8 Textiles pupils have been working with 

patchwork to re-use old or scrap pieces of fabric. 

They have  produced a range of cases that could 

have a variety of uses and appeal to different 

clients requirements. 
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(Mrs Walsh and Miss Ward) 

Year 7 Jewellery inspired by Tatty Devine 

The Year 7 pupils have been completing a new design and make a jewellery project inspired by 

the work of 'Tatty Devine', 'Little Moose' and 'I am acrylic'. Pupils have designed and developed 

ideas for a new range of jewellery based on the theme of British culture. This project prepares 

pupils with skills that can be utilised during a new GCSE Three-Dimensional Design course in 

which pupils can explore body adornment.  

   

   

   

(Mr J Deprez and Miss L Ward) 
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