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Headteacher’s Message 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),  

The first half term of the school year has passed so 

quickly. Our Year 7 pupils have settled happily into their 

new routines, as well as our new staff Mr Hathaway and 

Mr Walker in Humanities and Mr Davies who joins our 

Site team. 

We are pleased to share with you our excellent pupil 

achievements, especially our recent GCSE exam results. 

We have improved on our previous achievements and 

are proud of our Progress 8 at 0.73. This is well above 

the national average and these fantastic results are a 

testament to the hard work of our pupils, staff and the 

ongoing partnerships with parents/carers. The mock exams start for Year 11 after half term 

and Year 10 will have a mock exam in English Literature. Pupils will now be working hard 

on their revision in preparation for these exams and have been supported by staff and with 

workshops in school. 

Pupils in all year groups have enjoyed a range of enriching opportunities throughout the 

half term. We have a varied programme of activities after the end of the school day and 

recommend that your daughter takes full advantage of this. We have been promoting the 

values of Respect and Kindness and these values have been demonstrated in our 

fundraising efforts. Three charities have benefitted from the money raised through a coffee 

morning, Wear it Pink and the sponsored reading event. 

This newsletter gives you a flavour of life here at Hodge Hill Girls’ School. You can keep 

up to date with upcoming events through our weekly bulletin and our website. There are 

lots of exciting opportunities in and around Birmingham. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs S Adu 

Head Teacher 

 

 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Message from Chair of Governors 

 Dear Parents/Carers,  

The start of the new school year has been very positive, 

especially with the good news about our GCSE 

outcomes. We work hard to improve on our previous 

best and take into consideration that every year group 

is unique. At Hodge Hill Girls’ School we are an inclusive 

school and value the achievements of all our pupils. It is 

always a pleasure to see success in all areas of school 

life.  

Pupils have been involved in decision making as we 

consult around the school uniform and look to develop 

the house system in schools. We look forward to 

updating you on these key areas in the future. 

Members of the Governing Body have attended training around preparing for Ofsted as 

the new framework came into effect in September 2019.  The Governing Body also meets 

regularly with calendared meetings throughout the year.  

I continue to meet with Mrs Adu, the Headteacher on alternate Friday afternoons and I am 

available to meet with parents by appointment at this time. I can be contacted via the Clerk 

to the Governors at the school address.    

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr K Siva Yogaiswaran 

Chair of Governors 

UNICEF Rights Respecting School 

As a school we aim to ensure that children’s rights are central to 

our ethos and culture.  To further support this we have been 

working towards recognition as a ‘Rights Respecting School’, an 

award given to schools on behalf of UNICEF UK.  We are pleased 

to have achieved the Bronze Award for 'Recognition of 

Commitment' and are making good progress towards achieving 

the Silver Award. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Aspirations Day 

The pupils have been inspired by a huge number of activities linked to their futures.  

Those in Year 7 who had never cycled before 

learnt to ride bikes.  Year 7 were also 

enthusiastic as they completed various 

challenges that supported the learning of 

important skills linked to financial 

management. We also welcomed in Blesma, 

who delivered inspirational workshops on 

resilience and overcoming challenges in our 

lives.  

       

Year 8 thought about their future career pathways.  It was great to talk with pupils about 

their future careers and to support their understanding of the processes and learning they 

will need to undertake to enable their dreams to become a reality. Pupils are considering a 

wide variety of careers including make-up artists, paramedics, bakers, badminton coaches 

and human resources managers.  Learning Performance, who are working very closely with 

the school this year, delivered a workshop on future aspirations.  

     

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Year 9 pupils made their first visit to our annual Careers’ Convention, talking to 

representatives  from the army, local colleges and universities amongst others. There was 

a real buzz of activity in the Upper Gym as pupils moved from stand to stand with pertinent 

questions about their own futures.  

 

Year 9 also took part in a range of workshops to support the options process, which they 

will be completing later in the school year.  They were able to choose workshops for an 

introduction into GCSE Drama, GCSE Fine Art, GCSE Design and Technology and BTEC 

Sport.  All pupils also worked with MADE as they explored their personal aims and 

ambitions in more detail. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Year 10 took their first steps into the world of Work Experience with a launch assembly 

delivered by Learn to Work that explained what the whole experience process involves. 

Pupils subsequently had time to think about where they would like to go for work 

experience and the sorts of questions they might be asked at interview. They also attended 

the Careers’ Convention.      

Year 11 are reaching a crucial stage in both their GCSE courses and also securing their 

post-16 placements. They visited the Careers’ Convention, where they were able to 

discuss apprenticeships and college applications.  Later in the day they attended an 

assembly delivered by Joseph Chamberlain College about how to apply for a place there.  

Some pupils met with a member of staff from Bishop Vesey’s in Sutton Coldfield to discuss 

and learn about the grammar school application process.  

Learn to Work rewarded our Year 11 pupils 

for their excellent performance in their own 

work experience at the end of Year 10; so 

many pupils have taken home gold star, gold 

and silver certificates, demonstrating their 

exemplary approach to this vital part of 

learning. 

            

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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In addition, pupils who are considering a 

career working with animals met ‘Plenty’, a 

former battery hen, as they participated in a 

workshop delivered by the British Hen 

Welfare Trust. Pupils learnt about becoming 

a vet, working in animal rehoming centres, 

zookeeper and wildlife film makers; there are 

so many career opportunities in this field. 

It was a fantastic day and we very much hope 

that pupils will take time to discuss their learning with their families at home over the half-

term holiday.  

(Miss Middlehurst) 

Careers Convention 

Thank you to the following providers for their support and attendance at our Careers 

Convention on Wednesday 23rd October.  Your encouragement and support in inspiring 

our pupils as they make plans for their future and careers is appreciated.  The event was a 

great success. 

• Learn to Work 

• Solihull Sixth Form College 

• University College Birmingham 

• Access Creative College 

• Warwick University 

• South and City College 

• Smile Education 

• Sandwell College 

• Nova Training 

• Royal Navy 

• Joseph Chamberlain College 

• BMet College 

• British Army  

• School Counsellor 

 

(Miss Nazish) 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Eco Club 

Our newly formed Eco Club have already started to make an impact on the school 

environment.  This week saw the club planting daffodils and tulips in the picnic area,  

something that we are going to continue after half term as there are still around a hundred 

to plant!  The girls have also hung out birdfeeders to attract wild birds and started an eco 

survey of the school to find out how 'green' we are.   

On Wednesday 23rd October the club went to the Centre for Alternative Technology in 

Wales.  Not only did the girls really enjoy the trip, but they have come back with loads of 

ideas of how to make our school more carbon neutral.   

 

  

 

(Ms Wilcox) 

Halloween Lunch 

On Thursday 24th October, pupils enjoyed a Halloween themed lunch. 

             

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Sport Update 

The afterschool PE clubs are going really well this term, with most clubs reaching full 

capacity.  Pupils have been enjoying the badminton and basketball clubs on Tuesdays, 

football club on Wednesday and netball and dance clubs on Thursday. 

The Years 7/8 and Years 9/10 netball teams had their first fixture of the academic year 

against Greenwood Academy.  Both teams played really well; Year 7/8 team drew 2-2 and 

Year 9/10 team lost 10-1.  The Netball team's second fixture was against Erdington 

Academy.  The results were Year 7/8 team lost 

11-1 and Year 9/10 team lost 12-7.  Despite the 

results, our teams played really well and are 

showing big improvements in their game.   

This week the PE Department have been running 

an inter-form tournament, with pupils 

participating in netball and football games to win 

points for their forms. Results will be announced 

soon.  

(Miss Walker) 

 

Sporting Success   

Congratulations to Aamina on her amazing success 

representing England in the World Championship 

Kickboxing Event held in Scotland. Aamina has 

worked extremely hard and shown determination to 

excel in her field. These results are truly inspirational. 

We are very proud of her achievements, 2 gold, 1 

silver and 3 bronze medals! 

(Mrs Adu) 
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Years 7 to 11 Pastoral Day  

We had an excellent first day of term for all of our pupils as we launched 2019-20 with a 

‘Pastoral Day’. Pupils took part in a variety of different activities with their form tutors to 

support their transition into the new academic year; new timetables were shared and a 

variety of key messages to support learning both within and beyond the classroom were 

communicated. Year 11 also worked with key staff to support their understanding of their 

post-16 transition, specific strategies to support learning in both Maths and Science and 

took part in ‘Exams Made Easy’, a workshop to help the development of revision strategies. 

Feedback from our Year 11 pupils was excellent, including: 

• My factual recall has improved by learning new techniques 

• Helped with my organisation and structure 

• It was really good and interesting 

• It taught me how to revise efficiently and manage my time 

• It gave me ideas on how to revise in the future  

• The workshop helped me to focus and allow myself to memorise information easily 

This day undoubtedly helped our pupils in starting the new academic year in a most positive 

way, and we look forward to their continued success in 2019-20. 

(Miss Middlehurst) 

 

Welcome to Our New Year 7 

It has been a fantastic start for our Year 7 pupils. 

The girls successfully took part in their Induction day, enjoying taster lessons, getting to 

know their teachers and having lunch in the canteen.  All of Year 7 came together for an 

assembly where the Head teacher and Pastoral team introduced themselves and provided 

an introduction to the school day and the school’s expectations of pupils for during their 

time at Hodge Hill Girls’ School. 

Since starting in September, Year 7s have settled in well, getting used to the school day, 

finding their way around the school site in addition to getting to know their form tutors 

and other staff. 

It is wonderful to see the enthusisam of Year 7 pupils; 5 School Council representatives 

have been recruited and lots of pupils are getting involved in after school activities, 

including Homework Club, Arts and Crafts, Environment Club, Well-Being Club and many 

more. 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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It was wonderful to meet so many parent and carers at our Year 7 Curriculum Evening on 

the 8th October.  This evening was a great introduction to the school explaining how they 

can support their daughters learning, the curriculum we teach, online safety and the 

resources and support available at our school. 

As the Pastoral Manager for Year 7, I am very impressed and proud with how all the girls 

have conducted themselves since starting Hodge Hill Girls School.  Pupils should 

remember, "You have brains in your head and feet in your shoes, you can steer yourself in 

any direction you choose!" (Dr Seuss). 

(Miss O’Hagan) 

 

Year 11 University of Birmingham Achieve Conference 

Year 11 pupils participated in the ‘University of Birmingham Achieve Conference’, an 

opportunity made available to several schools across the West Midlands.  This conference 

highlighted the importance of Year 11 and their GCSE results in determining their future 

pathways. It was a fantastic day that enabled pupils to learn about opportunities for 

university education and understand how this has developed over the past 20 years. Pupils 

learnt a variety of different revision techniques, as well as hearing an incredibly powerful 

personal recollection that demonstrated how attitude and effort in Year 11 can transform 

life experiences and expectations. Pupils who participated were invited to evaluate their 

learning experience and comments included: 

• This visit really motivated me to try my 

best for my upcoming GCSE's as well as 

give me an insight into higher education. 

• It inspired me to work hard 

• I learnt that no matter what stage you are 

at in your life, you can always turn it 

around and can get the highest grade.  It 

is not impossible! 

• I would recommend others to go on this 

visit, because it has inspired me to work 

harder. 

(Miss Middlehurst) 

 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Year 11 The Post 16 Curriculum Evening  

The Post 16 Curriculum evening was held on Tuesday 24th September 2019.  The event 

was arranged in a careers convention setting in the library and the Upper ILZ.  This was an 

ideal opportunity for our Year 11 pupils with their parents and carers to obtain information 

on the many post 16 opportunities available including A Levels, BTECs and 

apprenticeships. 

Colleges, school sixth forms and training 

providers from across Birmingham 

attended to discuss the relevant options 

available and supply literature to the 

pupils so that they can make informed 

choices when completing their 

applications. 

The colleges were delighted by the 

pupils’ positive interest towards their 

future choices and have expressed their 

desire to return for the event next year.   

(Ms Khan) 

 

Year 10 and Year 11 Mindset Workshops 

As part of our  partnership with Learning 

Performance, about 40 pupils from each of 

Years 10 and 11 participated in mindset 

workshops;  Pupils explored different 

approaches to learning, particularly with 

regards to revision and how learning can be 

simplified to make it easier to remember 

and recall. Pupils also looked at how to 

manage stress in the build-up to exams and 

assessments. 

One pupil commented, “Every second, minute, hour, day counts. It is not too late to revise.” 

(Miss Middlehurst) 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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European Day of Modern Languages 

European Day of Languages was on 26th September, with the involvement of everyone at 

Hodge Hill Girls’ School.  The activities around school highlighted that learning a new 

language is important because it can open more career choices, enhance listening skills and 

improve memory.  

Many pupils showed their creativity as they took part in creating a poster in a different 

language.  Pupils also took part in form time quizzes that tested their knowledge on 

different languages, which is very helpful for the future.  

A highlight was the assembly presented by Year 11 pupils. During this assembly pupils 

explained the importance of learning a new language.  The assembly also included a fun 

game of Rebus to identify the variety of languages. Towards the end of the assembly, a 

video of teachers speaking different languages was presented that demonstrated the 

diversity of languages spoken within school 

and showed how practical knowing a 

second language is.   

 (Hiba -11.9) 

We welcomed a visitor from the Japan 

Foundation, who delivered workshops in 

the Japanese language, celebrating the 

diversity of languages across the world. 

 

Supporting Your Daughter with her Learning Parent Workshops 

Over 70 parents and daughters from Years 8-11 attended two evening workshops – one 

for Year 8 and Year 9 parents, and one for Year 10 and Years 11 parents.  The workshops 

demonstrated a range of different strategies and ideas for strengthening both learning and 

revision techniques. They were delivered by Learning Performance, a company who the 

school is working very closely with again this year to deliver a number of training sessions 

for pupils, parents and staff; one of their key aims is to embed metacognition and resilience 

into the learning culture of schools.  

Evaluations from pupils identifying what they had learnt included: 

• “Review instead of revise.” 

• “How to not worry about things.” 

• “Memory techniques and how to reduce stress.” 

Pupils learning to count in Japanese 
 

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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• “Images help our minds remember 

things.” 

• “I have learnt many revision 

techniques like telling a story from a 

group of words.” 

• “I have learnt that the brain can do 

anything!” 

Parents identified the following aspects, 

which they had learnt: 

• “Good information and helpful for students.” 

• “There are different methods my daughter needs to explore in revision.” 

• “Changed my view on revision, so I will include myself more in my daughter’s 

learning.” 

• “Ask about my daughter’s work more than I normally do.” 

(Miss Middlehurst) 

 

Black History Month 

In October, pupils were encouraged to 

engage with issues surrounding Black 

History Month. During the first week of the 

month pupils listened to an assembly 

delivered by Ms Bold on the importance of 

our words to both hurting people and 

healing ourselves. Pupils were presented 

with the story of the 1968  ‘I am a MAN’ 

protest, where African American workers at 

a sanitation plant in Memphis, Tennessee 

went on strike after two of their colleagues were crushed to death using the machinery in 

the factory. This event was teamed with decades of unequal pay and dangerous working 

conditions, which caused the men to take action. The point of the protest was to highlight 

their humanity in the face of a country that denied them equality. The use of the phrase ‘I 

am a MAN’ was designed to highlight their hatred of the term ‘boy’ that was used to refer 

to grown African American men in the United States at this time.  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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As pupils entered the assembly, they listened to the protest song ‘Ain’t gonna let nobody 

turn me around’, which the protestors sang on their marches and empowered them to use 

their words to counteract the discrimination they were subjected to.  

Pupils were invited, in form time, to engage with more recent examples of racial 

discrimination and design their own placard to campaign against it. This activity was 

designed to show them that even their voice, although it may feel small, can have as much 

power as protestors in history who have successfully fought oppression and racism. 

    

(Ms Bold) 

 

Charity Work 

This term we have had various charity events. 

Macmillan coffee morning 

The Pastoral team organised a Macmillan coffee morning on Friday 27th September 2019. 

Cakes and biscuits were donated by staff, that we sold to raise £110 for Macmillan. 

Thank you so much to staff and pupils who took part in our fundraising. 

(Ms Khan) 

Wear it Pink 

During October there has been lots of activity around the school to raise money for Cancer 

Research.  This included guessing the number of flamingos on a poster, sale of pink ribbons 

and stickers, donating to wear something pink alongside our school uniform and our 

fabulous pink hamper raffle.   

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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Congratulations to our raffle winners: Aliyah, 

10.ML3 – 1st prize, Duaa, 7.4 – 2nd prize, Falak 

8.DL – 3rd prize and Queensly 10.14 – 4th 

prize.  Congratulations also to Zaina 8,A1 

winning a £10.00 voucher for correctly 

guessing the number of flamingos.  

Thank you to everyone who has supported our 

charity efforts, we raised a fabulous £504.80. 

(Mrs Harper and Mrs Philpot) 

 

Readathon for Charity 

During the week of 21st-25th October 

2019, all pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 took 

part in the Readathon. The event involved 

pupils being sponsored to read as many 

books as they could across the week. 

Time was provided in English lessons and 

during form time to support the event and 

it aimed to promote an enthusiasm for 

reading as well as helping to develop 

important literacy skills for those who took part. Pupils did amazingly well, reading a wide 

variety of books. A fantastic number of books were read - well done!  
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The money raised by the event will be used to buy books for schools as well as supporting 

our local children’s hospital, by proving mobile bookcases and resident story-tellers to 

children who have long-terms stays in 

hospital. We are sure you will agree this is 

a fantastic cause.  

The Readathon was really successful and 

there was a buzz about reading across the 

school.  Thank you to all pupils who took 

part, and to all family and friends for their 

support and kind donations. 

(Mrs Miles) 

 

GCSE POD 

Congratulations, since the beginning 

of September over 5000 pods have 

already been watched by our pupils.  

GCSE Pod is a valuable resource for 

pupils, which pupils use to support 

their learning and revision. If your 

daughter has not yet created an 

account, please encourage her to do 

so and have a look at some of the Pods 

together.  

 

World Food Day 

World Food Day is celebrated every year on the 16th October to mark the beginning of a 

global step to eradicate hunger. It was created on the occasion of the founding of the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations in 1945. The purpose of World Food 

Day is to educate people around the world about the current problem of world hunger and 

the right to safe and nutritious food. Year 10 pupils delivered an assembly that explained 

why people are still without food in the world and how they can help if they are struggling 

themselves at home.  

http://www.hodgehgs.bham.sch.uk/
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In Food lessons, pupils are encouraged to use a wide range of ingredients, to design and cook 

using freshly made ingredients and reduce food waste. To reduce the cost of ingredients needed 

for recipes, pupils are encouraged to work in pairs.  They are always very supportive of others 

who need additional ingredients for classes. Pupils are encouraged to cook food at home, which 

further develops this important life skill and to support their culinary skills for the future. Many 

of our pupils have stated that they cook more at home since being in food lessons, which is 

fantastic. 

(Ms Merrigan) 

 

Year 9 Baking 

We think these cakes are wonderful.  They were baked by our Year 9 Food pupils. 

    

    

    

(Ms Merrigan and Ms Ward) 
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