Learning to spell :
using your ‘Memory Window’
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This is a way of remembering a ‘picture’ of a whole word.  It is like taking a photograph with your mind!
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How to find the Memory Window
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Sit directly opposite the child.

Ask the child to describe their  bedroom or front door or favourite toy.

During this activity you will need to watch where the child looks (but don’t tell them what you are doing!)
e.g Does s/he look up or down, to the right or left or anywhere else?

 * Make a note of where s/he looks most often.
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   Write the word you want to learn on a   

   piece of card.
   

 Hold the word in the position of your     

       ‘Memory Window’
    Look carefully at the word for a few  

   seconds as if you are trying to ‘take a 

  photograph’ of the word  

 

     Close your eyes and try to visualise  

    your word.  (Can you still ‘see’ it?  

   What colour is it?)
        *  Spell the word aloud, using letter names 

You will need a friend to help you find your  ‘Memory Window’.


They will need to read the instructions on the next page.          








Instructions for your helper





This is the position of this child’s  ‘Memory Window’.





After 2 minutes check that you can still spell your word.
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