
Reading Workshop

The Hollybrook Schools



Summer Reading 
Challenge

• Our Hollybrook Schools Summer Reading Challenge was a great 
success for all the children who took part.

• Approximately just over a quarter of the children across the 
Hollybrook Schools took part in this challenge and thoroughly 
enjoyed it:

“ I loved reading a new book each week.“
“I found this challenge so much fun and it has made me want to 
read more and more.”

• Next year we are hoping that at least half, if not more, of the 
children will take part and develop their love of reading even 
further.



OUTCOME OF WORKSHOP

Our aims:

• To give you an overview of reading at the Hollybrook Schools

• Share expectations for Reading in the Curriculum 

• To help you understand what opportunities for reading there 

are within the classroom

• How you can support your child with their reading 

• What phonics looks like at our school





There is a growing body of evidence which illustrates the importance of reading for 
pleasure for both educational purposes as well as personal development (cited in Clark 
and Rumbold, 2006). 
• Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, 
reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011). 
• Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational 
success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002). 
• There is a positive link between positive attitudes towards reading and scoring well on 
reading assessments (Twist et al, 2007). 
• Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher scores in 
reading assessments (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009). 
• International evidence supports these findings; US research reports that independent 
reading is the best predictor of reading achievement (Anderson, Wilson and Fielding, 
1988). 
• Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure is an activity that has emotional and social 
consequences (Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 
• Other benefits to reading for pleasure include: text comprehension and grammar, 
positive reading attitudes, pleasure in reading in later life, increased general knowledge 
(Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

Reading for Pleasure



Phonics - Little Wandle

Children need to learn to read as quickly as reasonably possible, so they can move from 
learning to read to reading to learn, giving them access to the treasure house of reading.

At the Hollybrook Schools we believe that all our children can become fluent readers and 
writers. This is why we teach reading through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, 
which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme. We start teaching phonics as soon 
as possible when children enter Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of the 
alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through school.

As a result, all our children are able to tackle any unfamiliar words as they read. At the 
Hollybrook Schools, we also model the application of the alphabetic code through phonics 
in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the phonics lesson and across the 
curriculum. We have a strong focus on language development for our children because we 
know that speaking and listening are crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1.pdf


Little Wandle
• We teach phonics for at least 20 minutes a day in 

the infants. In Reception, we build from 10-
minute lessons, with additional daily oral 
blending games, to the full-length lesson as 
quickly as possible. 

• Each Friday, we review the week’s teaching to 
help children become fluent readers.

• Children make a strong start in Reception: 
teaching begins in Week 2 of the Autumn term. 







Lets watch these videos:

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Useful page for parents information regarding Little Wandle
Visit:   https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Reading
• There is a higher focus on fluency and pace of reading.

• By the end of Key Stage One children have to be reading around 90 words per 

minute when reading a book.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4c_DMS-3IE

• By the end of Key Stage Two this fluency needs to have developed in order to reach 

age related expectations

• By the end of Year 6 children need to read between 139 and 194 words per minute to 

help build their reading confidence ready for secondary school.

• As well as reading high frequency words by sight, children are now expected to read 

a list of words called the common exception words. There are different sets for each 

year group starting at Year One – see next slide.

• In Year R through to Year 1 children will learn tricky words. These are words that 

cannot be sounded out such as, the, to go etc. 

• At the Hollybrook schools we focus on developing key skills in reading such as 

fluency, prediction, inference, vocabulary, sequencing and retrieval known as 

VIPERS.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4c_DMS-3IE


These word lists 
can be found on 

the inside cover of 
your child's 

Reading Passport.



WHAT DOES READING LOOK LIKE IN THE 
INFANT SCHOOL?

• Reading lessons take place daily in the Infants and Juniors. 

• In the Infants children are read with three times a week in a group. Day 1 

focuses on fluency, Day 2 focuses on prosody and Day 3 focuses on 

comprehension.

• Phonics lessons happen daily in the Infants. This includes lots of 

opportunities to apply phonic skills to reading.

• Independent reading- children develop skills to read independently  

through key stage one and will have opportunities to practise this in the 

classroom.

• Teachers will hear children read individually every half term in Key Stage 

One. This will be more regular in Year R and for some children who need 

extra practise in Key Stage One.



WHAT DOES READING LOOK LIKE IN THE 
JUNIOR SCHOOL?

• Class Read - at the end of each day the teacher of your child's 

class will read a quality text to all children for 10 minutes

• Independent Reading - every day there will be an opportunity 

for independent reading and sometimes children will be heard 

reading either 1:1 or in small groups. Children can select a 

book from their class library or the school library, which they get 

to visit on a regular basis.

• Reading Assessment - Children will be assigned a reading 

level colour band to enable them to make progress with their 

reading. Reading level assessment will happen regularly 
throughout each term.



The children have four 40 minute reading lessons a week which are focused on reading 
extracts from the class writing text, another fiction text on a similar theme, a non-fiction 
piece or a poem. The content domains form the basis of our reading lessons – VIPERS: 
Vocabulary, Inference, P, Explain, Retrieval, Summary - with each lesson beginning with a 
class read of the given extract and discussion around some of the content domains.

The content domains form the basis of our reading comprehension lessons. (VIPERS)
• Each lesson focuses on one of these domains. Teachers may however decide to focus on 

one domain for a whole week.
• Children experience a range of tasks to secure a sound knowledge and understanding of 

each domain and how to approach such questions.
• All year groups will have the opportunity to answer SAT’s style comprehension questions 

once a week in order to build up experience of question stems and question design.
• Each term the children will complete a reading and GaP (Grammar and Punctuation) test 

paper to assist in the assessment of their reading comprehension.
• The children have one 40 minute spelling lesson a week which focuses on a particular 

spelling rule or group of words. Spellings are also a focus in all writing lessons.
• The children punctuation and grammar is taught through their reading and writing 

lessons and will be a focus in all other curriculum areas.

• Reading Lessons



VIPERS

• V is for vocabulary

• I is for inference

• P is for prediction

• E is for explain

• R is for retrieval 

• S is for summarising/sequencing 



Questions to ask



READING AT HOME

• Parental involvement in reading for all children is important. 
• All children will take one book home for a whole week that is matched to their phonetic ability in 

the infants and their reading age in the juniors.
• Parents are encouraged to read with their children at least 5 times a week to help build their 

fluency.
• Children are given a reading ‘Passport’ which parents are encouraged to sign when they have read 

for a sufficient amount of time 

Year R – 10 minutes
Year 1 and 2 – 15 minutes
Year 3 and 4 – 20 minutes
Year 5 and 6 – 25/30 minutes

• Try to build this into your daily routine. 
• Have a quiet, comfortable space your child (and you) can read in. 
• Read with your child and read in front of your child. 
• Remember, both reading and hearing texts read aloud are important.

We would also encourage children to read independently for pleasure in addition to this time (Texts 
could include non-fiction books, newspaper, instructions, poems, recipes, comics, magazines and 
notices)

• As each child completes a recognised milestone (for example reading 5 books), they are rewarded 
with a certificate. 

• In addition to this, children take home one library book each week to encourage a love of reading. 



Top tips – before, during and after reading: 
Remember, try to avoid a pressurised environment around 
reading. The following ideas might be helpful in 
understanding what we do in school and the skills 
involved in reading, but the most important thing is to 
develop an enjoyment of reading. We can teach reading 
skills in school. We want your support in encouraging 
independent reading and in engaging in your child’s 
reading. 

Reading at Home



Little Wandle
Supporting your child with reading
Although your child will be taught to read at school, you can have a huge impact on their reading journey by 
continuing their practice at home.
There are two types of reading book that your child may bring home:
A reading practice book. This will be at the correct phonic stage for your child. They should be able to read this 
fluently and independently.
A Love of Reading book. Your child will not be able to read this on their own. This book is for you both to read 
and enjoy together.

Reading practice book
This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If your child is reading it with little 
help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading.
Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise – celebrate their success! If they can’t read 
a word, read it to them. After they have finished, talk about the book together.

Love of Reading book
In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important that they learn to read for 
pleasure. The sharing book is a book they have chosen for you to enjoy together.
Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. Read it to or with them. Discuss the 
pictures, enjoy the story, predict what might happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore the 
facts in a non-fiction book. The main thing is that you have fun!
•



HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

WITH READING

• Encourage your child to read at home as often as possible

• Practise tricky (non-phonetic) words and common exception words

• Encourage younger children to sound out words when out and about to have lots 

of opportunities to apply phonic skills

• Once is never enough! - Encourage your child to re-read favourite books and 

poems as well as their school reading scheme book. Re-reading helps children 

read more quickly and accurately

• Dig deeper into the story - Ask your child questions about the story you've just 

read. Say something like, "Why do you think he did that?“

• Be patient - When your child is trying to sound out an unfamiliar word, give him or 

her time to do so. Remind to child to look closely at the first letter or letters of the 

word.



Remember..

Encourage a love of reading:
• use libraries, audio books, book shops , use i-

Pads and the internet (e.g. Newsround 
website, National Geographic Kids, First News, 
Phoenix comics) 

• Encourage children to read… anything(!) and 
ideally a range of genres and authors 

• Read higher level texts aloud to children 
• Enthuse (or get someone else to enthuse!) 

about particular authors and genres 



Share more advanced books with your child

It is also important to read to your child. This is an 
opportunity for them to hear stories and language at a 
higher level than they can read alone. Research shows the 
hearing texts read aloud is a significant source of 
vocabulary acquisition. Use audio books/ Amazon Audible.



BOOK SWAP
There will be a book swap happening in the next half term 
(Covid permitting). Where children can bring any books they no 
longer have use for and exchange them for a book token. This 
token will allow them to choose a new book at the Book Swap!

It is hoped the children can share their love of reading and find 
out about new books and obtain a new book to read without 
having to pay

More information to follow.



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!


