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Information: Jamila Gavin was born in India in 1941, in the foothills of the 

Himalayas.  Her Father was Indian and her mother was English and 
she always described herself as ‘half and half’.  She always said that 
she had inherited two cultures that ran side by side in her life and 
made her feel that she belonged to both countries. 
 
She first visited England when she was 6 years old and settled there 
when she was 11.  She worked in the music department for the BBC 
before becoming a writer.  After her first child was born, she became 
aware that there were not many children’s books reflecting the 
experience of multi-racial children and this led to her beginning to 
write. 
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