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Britain 1929-1997

Teaching
Three lessons a week in Year 12 with Mrs Hall.  Aim to 
finish the course before May half-term in Year 12.

Course

Breaks down into two main units:
• Focus on the career of Winston Churchill from 1929-51
• Key events in British political history from 1951 until 

1997.

Exam

End of Year 13.  90 minute exam with two questions to 
answer:
• Use 4 sources to answer a key question.
• Essay question either on a specific topic or an overview 

of the whole period.

Work
Regular assessments will be set (typically one every two 
weeks) linked to past examination questions.

Suggested 
Summer 
reading

Andrew Marr:
The History of 
Modern Britain





Britain 1929-1997
Suggested activities for the summer:

Watch Andrew Marr’s BBC documentary on the Making of Modern 
Britain.  (Youtube link) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rr22U2610TA&list=PL72jhKwankO
jtR6vZ27PcoTfLdEbNwqF-

Produce short biographies of the leading British post-war Prime 
Ministers.  Make notes on the following points:
• Political Party
• Background
• Years as Prime Minister
• Overview on their impact (success & failures)

Use this website as your main point of reference: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers

Try to include the following Prime Ministers:

• Clement Atlee
• Winston Churchill
• Harold MacMillan
• Harold Wilson

• Ted Heath
• James Callaghan
• Margaret Thatcher
• John Major

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rr22U2610TA&list=PL72jhKwankOjtR6vZ27PcoTfLdEbNwqF-
https://www.gov.uk/government/history/past-prime-ministers


Russia 1894-1941

Teaching
Two lessons a week in Year 12 with Mr Flannigan.  Aim to 
finish the course by Easter of Year 12.

Course

Divides into four parts:
• The rule & fall of Nicholas II
• The two revolutions of 1917
• The survival of the Bolsheviks 1917-1924
• The rule of Stalin

Exam

End of Year 13.  60 minute exam with two questions to 
answer:
• Which (of two factors) is the most important for…
• Essay question either on a specific topic or an overview 

of the whole period.

Work
Regular assessments will be set (typically one every two 
weeks) linked to past examination questions.

Suggested 
Summer 
reading

Orlando Figes:
Revolutionary 
Russia, 1891-
1991





Russia 1894-1941
Suggested activities for the summer:

Produce a fact file of modern day Russia.  Suggested sites include:

https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/russi
a#:~:text=use%20is%20prohibited.-
,Russia%2C%20the%20largest%20country%20in%20the%20world%2C
%20occupies%20one%2D,tall%20mountains%20to%20giant%20marsh
es. 

Focus on:

• Population
• Capital
• Flag
• Currency
• Border countries
• President
• Land area
• Ethnic make up
• Religions
• Languages

A second activity would be to 
produce a short glossary of key 
words used in the course:

• Tsar
• Intelligentsia
• Serf
• Communism
• Capitalism
• Bolshevik
• Menshevik
• Cheka
• Proletariat
• Bourgeoisie
• Gulag
• Totalitarian

Search for 
& define

https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/russia#:~:text=use%20is%20prohibited.-,Russia%2C%20the%20largest%20country%20in%20the%20world%2C%20occupies%20one%2D,tall%20mountains%20to%20giant%20marshes


Britain & Ireland

Teaching
Taught by Mr Flannigan.  Aim to start in the summer term 
of Year 12 & finish by February half-term of Year 13.

Course

Breaks down into two main units:
• Focus on ‘convincing’ historical interpretations
• Overview themes on different aspects of British-Irish 

issues, such as nationalist protest, Unionism & 
economic developments.

Exam

End of Year 13. 150 minute exam with three questions to 
answer:
• The most convincing of two historical interpretations.
• Two overview essays on a themes from the whole 

period (1790s to 1920s).

Work
Regular assessments will be set (typically one every three 
weeks) linked to past examination questions.

Suggested 
Summer 
reading

Robert Key:
The Green Flag.  
A History of 
Irish 
Nationalism





Britain & Ireland
Suggested activities for the summer:

Produce your own short history of the relationship between Britain 
and Ireland.
As a starting point, use this website for information:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-26883211

Watch the BBC documentary on the history of Ireland, particularly the 
events which led to the division of Northern Ireland and the Republic 
of Ireland in 1921.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000wgtg/the-road-to-
partition-series-1-episode-1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-26883211
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000wgtg/the-road-to-partition-series-1-episode-1


USA Civil Rights
Teaching

Taught by Mrs Hall after the British course.  Aim to start the 
research & overview of key events in Year 12.  Coursework 
to be submitted by February half-term of Year 13.

Course

Following a short taught unit, pupils produce their own 
independently researched piece of coursework.  There is an 
opportunity to choose one topic of interest on the theme 
of civil rights in the USA.

Exam

This is the coursework element of the A-Level. A 4,000 
word assignment is submitted which goes towards the 
overall A-Level result (approximately 20%).

Work
Research will be judged on how comprehensive it is.  
Opportunities will be given for feedback on coursework 
drafts.

Suggested 
Summer 
reading

Jules Archer:
They Had a 
Dream.  The 
Civil Rights 
Struggle…



Suggested Coursework questions



US Civil Rights
Suggested activities for the summer:

Produce short biographies on key figures in the civil rights movement.
Focus on:
• Biographical details = e.g. born, died (if directly relevant)
• Background
• How they got involved in the civil rights movement
• Impact = what did they achieve.

As a starting point, use the following websites:
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement

https://www.biography.com/people/groups/civil-rights-
activists#:~:text=Civil%20rights%20activists%2C%20known%20for,Du%
20Bois%20and%20Malcolm%20X. 

Try to cover the following individuals:
• Marcus Garvey
• Stokely Carmichael
• Elizabeth Eckford
• Booker T Washington
• W.E.B. Du Bois
• Ella Baker
• Thurgood Marshall
• Martin Luther King Jnr
• Malcolm X
• Bobby Seale
• Rosa Parks
• James Meredith

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
https://www.biography.com/people/groups/civil-rights-activists#:~:text=Civil%20rights%20activists%2C%20known%20for,Du%20Bois%20and%20Malcolm%20X

