SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD THROUGH GCSE
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HELPING PARENTS...

WITHOUT TEACHING YOU HOWTO SUCK EGGS!



What qualifications will my child be awarded?

» English Literature (2 exam papers) (1)
» English Language (2 exam papers) (1)
» Mathematics (3 exam papers) (1)
» Combined Science (6 exam papers) (2)
» Religious Education (3 exam papers) (1)
» Geography, History, French, Spanish (3 exam papers each) (1)
» Two option subjects (2)

Total = 9 qualifications and over 19 exam papers. Most students have more than 24!






Sixth Form or College requirements:

» Vocdtional pathway: 5 x grade 4+.
» A-lLevel pathway: 5 x grade 5+
» All Level 3 courses want English and Maths grade 4.

» Level 2 courses have lower entry requirements.




Attendance — our data is stark

Overall attendance in Y11 Average GCSE Grade 2024

96% or more 6
90% - 95% 5
86% - 89% 4
85% or less 3



Y11 Important dates

Autumn Snapshot (Pupil Progress App) 14 Nov 2025

Mocks (2 weeks) 1 Dec - 12 Dec 2025
Y11 Parents Evening 22 Jan 2026

Mocks (2 weeks) 9 - 20 April 2026 (tbc)
Spring Snapshot (Pupil Progress App) 16 Jan 2026

GCSE Exams 11 May - 17 June 2026
Results Day 20 Aug 2026

Other key activities:

Careers Week and Careers Fair 2-6 March 2026

Duke of Edinburgh Award 20-22 May and 8-10 July 2026
Prom




How do | know how my child is progressinge

1. Our new Pupil Progress App -essential

2. Parents evening -22 January on School
Cloud

3. Feedback, comments and scores in books.

4. Class Charts merits and demerits for learning
behaviours.




Summary reporting section. Shows the
current and any past Summary Reports
(overview of all subjects)

Tap to show past Summary Reports

Expanded subject section, in this example
for Science

Tap to expand subject section

Tap to return to the homescreen

@ Active child

Current Summary Report

9:55am on Friday 17th March 2023

VIEW SUMMARY

£0 SHOW PAST REPORTS

Nl science
GCSE in Combined Science

10:21am on Thursday 1st June 2023

VIEW SUBJECT REPORT

GCSE in English Language
GCSE in English Literature

g Business
D 2

Shows active child name. Tap to switch
between children if you have more than
one child at the school.

Tap to view current Summary Report
(overview of all subjects)

Tap to view Subject Report (detailed
attainment in this subject)

Tap to view account profile

Tap to view menu of additional options
and support




November Reports

Mo Arias
Year Group 11

AS 7 ALevel in Biology
GESE in Art and Design

GESE in Design & Technology

GESE in Drama

GCSE in English Language

GESE i Geography

GCSE In alian

GESE in Maths

GCSE in Separate Sciences - Biology

L172 NCFE Technical Award in Engineering

pupil
progress

February Reports

GCSE in Art and Design | AQA - Fine Art

Year Group 11 | Class 11A/Art

Topic summary 1: Portfolio

Useful links & actions (2)

ACTION

Get creative

Spend 1 hour a day doing something fun

BBC Bitesize on Painting Styles

This should help with your painting techniques

pupil
progress




Subject

GCSE in Art and Design
AQA - Art, craft and design

GCSE in Combined
Science
AQA Trilogy

GCSE in English Language
Edexcel 2.0

GCSE in English Literature
Edexcel

GCSE in Geography
AQA

GCSE in History
Edexcel

GCSE in Maths
Edexcel

GCSE in Religious Studies

Edugas Route B

Teacher

Miss Cannolly

Mr Horne, Mrs Parker, Mr

Thompson

Miss Routledge

Miss Routledge

Miss Lavens

Mr Houlbrook

Miss Gardner

Mrs O'Connor

Minirmum
Target
Grade

5-5

Average Unit
Grade

5-4

Attitude to
Learning

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Effort and
Determination

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Good

Good

Good

Excellent

Homework and

Study

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent



Subject

GCSE in Combined Science
AQA Trilogy

GCSE in English Language

Edexcel 2.0

GCSE in English Literature

Edexcel

GCSE in Maths

Edexcel

GCSE in Religious Studies
Edugos Route B

GCSE in Spanish

Edexcel (2024)

L1/2 BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise
Award 2022

L1/2 WJEC in Sport and Coaching
Principles
Technicol Award (2022)

Teacher

Mrs Welsh, Miss Harris, Mr
Thompson

Mr Williams

Mr Williams

Mr Thorp

Mrs Mccarthy

Miss Murphy

Mr Kinsella

Mr Mutman, Mr Morley

Minimum
Target
Grade

4-4

L1D

L2P

Average
Unit
Grade

6-5

L2M

L2M

Attitude to
Learning

Excellent

Good

Good

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

Effort and
Determination

Excellent

Good

Good

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

Homework and

Study

Requires
improve

Good

Good

Excellent

Good

Excellent

Excellent

Good



GCSE in Combined Science | AQA Trilogy

Year Group 11 | Class 115/5¢c3

_ . 17.09.2025
Holy Family Catholic High
School Mr Horne, Mrs Parker, Mr Thompson
MlnlmGurr:dTearget Scaled Average Unit Marks / 420 Average Unit Grade
5-5 122 5-4
Unit Biology 1 Chemistry 1 Physics 1 Biology 2 Chemistry 2 Physics 2
Grade 4 U 5

Attitude to Learning

Excellent

Effort and Determination

Good

pupil

progress
Target Grid
Grade Marks away (Average Unit)
5-4 Achieved
5-5 11
6-5 37

Homework and Study

Good



1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature

Question Level Analysis Average
a) AO2 - Extract/ 20

b) AO1&3: Theme / 20

A: Shakespeare Sub-total / 40
AO1&3: British Play/ Novel / 32
AO4: Technical Accuracy / 8

B: Post-1914 Sub-total / 40

1: Past Paper Total Marks / 80

Average Total Marks / 80
Year Group Average Total Marks

Current Unit Grade

Total

Marks Grade

11

17
15

20
37

37
35.

=




Topic Summary

Number: Structure & Calculation / %

Number: Fractions, decimals & percentages / %
Number: Measures & Accuracy / %

Algebra: Notation, vocabulary and manipulation / %
Algebra: Graphs / %

Algebra: Solving equations & inequalities / %

Algebra: Sequences / %

Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change / %

Geometry & Measures: Properties & Constructions / %
Geometry & Measures: Mensuration & Calculation / %
Geometry & Measures: Vectors / %

Probability / %

Statistics / %

69
100
100

40

69

60

33

88
29

75




1.
2,

Detailed knowledge breakdown which shows:
1.

o A Wb

The three learning characteristics

Overall On target, above target, one below

or very below.

Specific strengths.

Gaps in knowledge.

Scores from mock exams.

Scores from other key assessments.
Coursework component scores.




Learning behaviours in

» Active learner, good group work, achievement in class, resilience
when challenged, excellent classwork, excellent homework.

» Attending intervention.
» Tassomai homework - 5 daily goals
» Sparx homework - 300 SRPs



Class Charts — learning behaviours

Kindness +2

Active learner... =10 Lining up =2

fero negatives.., +2

Achievement in... +&

Attendance 100... +4

Good contribut... +7

Excellent clas... +4

Literacy Focus +4 Excellent home... +4



Class Charts — learning behaviours

second verbal ..-1 Literacy Focus +1

Late for school -2 Active learner... +2

fero negatives... +2

Attendance 100... +4



Passport to Prom




=
=
Al
9
=
O
Q.
V)
(V)
O
A




Afterschool Intervention= 5 merits

Days Year 11 Intervention — Week A Year 11 Intervention — Week B
3.15pm-4.15pm 3.15pm-4.15pm

Monday

Lunchtime — Art Lunchtime — Art
Tuesday Maths Food / Technology / RE
Late Bus Lunchtime — Art Lunchtime — Art
Wednesday English Geography / History / Drama /
. Languages

Lunchtime — Art Lunchtime — Art
Thursday Science PE / H&S / Business / Dance / Music /
. Computer Science / ICT / Separate

Science

Friday




When you have to read the same
page over and over because you
keep zoning out




The Science of Effective Revision

» Passive methods like re-reading notes are ineffective.
» Active revision helps move knowledge into long-term memory.

» Students need to retrieve and apply information repeatedly to retain
It

» Effective revision boosts confidence and reduces exam anxiety.



How 1o use YouTube Resources




Practise making It sfick

*Use retrieval practice: flashcards, quizzes, covering notes and
recalling facts.

Teach someone else: explaining a topic aloud helps embed
knowledge.

e Spacing and interleaving: mix subjects and spread revision out
over time.

*Practice papers: simulate exam conditions regularly.



Your role in the revision journey

» Help create a quiet, distraction-free workspace.

» Encourage short, focused sessions with breaks.

» Ask questions from flashcards or tfest content together.

» Celebrate small wins to build momentum and reduce siress.
» Support a healthy routine: sleep, food, downtime.

=1 Try setting a weeKkly revision check-in — what’s working,
what'’s note



Essential Apps:

Sparx. * MsI2
Learning 7ic SENECA

gcsepod

education on demand Microsoft Teams

© TASSOMAI




Sparx - weekly reading homework

» 30 minutes of careful reading every week.
» Merits awarded

» Prizes for those who achieve gold reader status Sparx- >
» No reading = detention Learning

Did you know that weekly careful reading is linked to
better GCSE outcomes?



Tassomai — daily science homework

» Minimum 4 daily goails.

» 2 daily goals or less = detention N

1,600

@ TASSOMAl

800
The Learning Program 600
400

200




Unplugging is vital

» Gaming
» Tik Tok
» YouTube

v
-----

» Snapchat, Discord, Instagram
» Netflix

Remove distractions for a period of time.



Mrs Holt recommends:

Forest is an app that helps you stay focused on the important things in life.

Whenever you want to stay focused, plant a Your tree will grow while you focus on your Leaving the app halfway will cause your tree
tree. work. to die.




How can | get my child off their device<¢

There are free and paid for APPs like:
» Freedom

» Clearspace

clearspace > Stayfree

» Goggle Family Link

» Qustodio

» Netnanny

StayFree



4 tips tor English — Mrs Tamburro

The exam board is PEARSON LIFT

1.

We study three important texts - Macbeth, An Inspector
Calls, A Christmas Carol and poeiry. Know the plot.

GCSEPod is great for English Literature — get the plot and
characters off-by-heart.

The YouTube channels from Mr Salles and Mr Bruff are
brilliant so use them!

Past paper questions are vital to keep on developing skills



4 tips for Maths — Mr Barlow

The exam board is EDEXCEL
1. Get a Casio calculator (Mr Barlow sells them for £10 each).
2. Maths Clinic runs every Tuesday after school.

3. Homework is set every week as a mix of MathsWatch or past
paper questions. These are not optional!

4. All past papers / worked solutions / video solutions are
available on the MathsGenie website:
hitps://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.himl



https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html

5 tips for Science — Mr Horne

The exam board is AQA Combined Science Trilogy or AQA Biology/Chemistry/Physics

1. All Y10 pupils have a Tassomai homework each week due for
Monday.

2. Science also sets homework every week to complete exam
questions.

3. Use www.freesciencelessons.com to revise — never fails!

4. GCSE science have ‘required practical’ work. Pupils who know
how to carry out these practicals, write a method and describe
results tend to get much higher grades!


http://www.freesciencelessons.com/

Support network.

» Mrs Holt — Progress Leader h.holi@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk

» Mrs Parker - Deputy Head k.parker@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk

» Mr Nutman -K$4 Senior Leader w.nutman@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
» Mrs Palmer- SENDCO mpalmer@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
» Mrs Powell - Aftendance c.powell@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk

» Careers advice careers@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk


mailto:j.williams@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
mailto:k.parker@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
mailto:w.nutman@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
mailto:mpalmer@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
mailto:c.powell@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
mailto:careers@holyfamilyhighschool.co.uk
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