
Ireland Reading List
Author Title Comments

Adam Kidson EDEXCEL A Level History.  Paper 3: 
Ireland and the Union, 1774 to 
1923.

Based on the 
EDEXCEL course.

Paul Adelman & 
Robert Pearce

Access to History: Great Britain and 
the Irish Question (4th Edition).

Recommended
by OCR

Robert Kee The Green Flag: A History of Irish 
Nationalism

Excellent 
overview

Richard English Irish Freedom: a History of Irish 
Nationalism

Focus mainly on 
nationalists

R F Foster Modern Ireland 1600-1972 Early parts not 
relevant

Nick Pelling Anglo-Irish Relations 1798-1922 Shorter
overview

Graham Walker A History of the Ulster Unionist 
Party: Protest, Pragmatism and 
Pessimism.

Focus just on 
the Unionist 
movement

Donnchadh o 
Corrain

Ireland 1815-70: Emancipation, 
Famine and Religion

Mid 19th

century period.

James S Donnelly The Great Irish Potato Famine Focus just on 
the 1840s/50s.

Alan O’Day Irish Home Rule 1867-1921 Focus on the 
later 19th

century

Charles Townshend Easter 1916: The Irish Rebellion One topic only

Fearghal McGarry The Rising: Ireland Easter 1916 One topic only

Michael Hopkinson The Irish War of Independence: the 
Definitive Account of the Anglo-
Irish War.

One topic only


