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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome Back!

We welcome Year 3 into the Juniors at Holy Family and hope that their transition from infants to juniors runs smoothly and happily. Children will enter school through the main door on the Junior Yard. Registration is 8.55am with lessons starting 9am prompt. Children can be collected from the same door from 3.10pm onwards. Children will not be dismissed if there is no adult to collect them.
Children are allowed to bring in a drinks bottle to class (in addition to their packed lunch drink) but we kindly ask that this is only used for water (no juice).
Religious Education 
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We will start the Autumn Term thinking about God’s creation from the Book of Genesis. 
This term we go back to the start, back to the Creation story. We will look and learn about the relationship between God, human beings and the world. We also have the opportunity to look at Stewardship, at how we are using the gifts we have been given including our responsibility to look after the world’s resources on behalf of all the world’s people and on behalf of future generations. There is a major link here with the Church’s Social teaching, especially Pope Francis’s encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ (on Caring for our common home In the second half term will look at how Catholics celebrate Mass and focus on talking, asking, and answering questions about Joseph and Mary trusting in God before the birth of Jesus. 
 Prayer and Liturgy
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Children will have daily prayer and liturgy reflection time and whole school Worship. Year 3 will share a mass discussing and learning about along with the rest of the school and parents.  Throughout the term, as a class, we will learn prayers and actions relating to the Mass and discuss questions such as ‘What does it mean to be a friend?’ ‘How does it make you feel to think that God chose YOU?’ ‘What is God commanding you to do this year? Also, our Star Learner Awards will be presented to Year 3 children during Friday’s worship. 
Guided Reading
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These sessions will take place each week led by Mrs. Pearce and supported by other members of staff in school.  We will be following on with books that the children are familiar with and they will have the opportunity to practise reading aloud as well as developing their ability to answer a variety of comprehension questions as they did in Year 2.  Daily home reading will commence this term as part of their home learning, with the children receiving a reading book and eventually progressing to using Seesaw to complete reading tasks online for their homework. We will also have a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ slot in class once we have settled in.
Writing, spelling and grammar
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Writing will follow our ‘Reading to Writing Journey’ where we will look at different genres of writing and what makes a ‘good’ piece of writing with a purpose. In the autumn term we will look at character descriptions and settings and this will link to our Stone Age Topic and Chocolate Topic leading up to Christmas. Within our Reading to Writing journey we will recap on some Year 2 grammar targets processing to Year 3 targets to include spelling patterns, sentence structure, capital letters and punctuation marks such as full stops, question marks, exclamation marks and the addition of commas.  
Maths
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Lessons this term will focus on recapping on year 2 targets and expectations and covering new Year 3 Targets. We aim to cover place value, number facts leading to a range of addition and subtraction strategies and recall and use multiplication and division facts.  Children will learn numbers to 1000, recognising their place value and how to also order these.  Multiplication and division facts will be revisited, whilst using our whole school scheme to learn new facts. 
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Topic/Science
Year 3 Children will be looking at ‘Light’ during the first half term. This topic will cover how we need light in order to see along with reflection and shadows. The second half term we will focus on Nutrition. They will discuss parts of the food chain and their journeys and sort food into their specific food groups.  They will also design healthy meals and carry out food related investigations.  This also may involve some sampling of different fruits and vegetables. 
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Mrs Kelsh-Ridge and Mrs Salt will be teaching PE this year on a Tuesday morning and a Thursday afternoon. Children should arrive at school ready for PE wearing a school tracksuit. Children will follow the PE curriculum and this term, the children will be doing Gymnastics where they will learn to use movement   in straight, zig-zag and curving pathways.  This will lead to using the body to perfect stretching, curling & arching movements with the body.
Computing 
Computing will be integrated into all areas of learning, as often as possible however, we will be following a pathway of learning to strengthen how computing is used in programming and everyday life.  We will talk about the parts of a computer or a tablet and how they work and their connections to Wifi and networks. We will also start to look at stop-frame animation and create a character and setting to include music and text. Children will also learn how to access and use Seesaw to assist them completing their homework in the future. Children will access SEESAW in school in the first instance to practise before logging in at home.
History/Geography and Art/Design Technology

Autumn 1 looking at life during Prehistoric Britain – Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. 

Autumn 2 to learn about food journeys and where food comes from along with the purpose of Fair Trade.

Autumn 1 Create cave drawings, design and make Stone Age jewellery.

Autumn 2 Design and make a variety of food products, design chocolate bar wrappers and also create a new chocolate bar for Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

Homework and Home Reading 
Year 3 will complete homework on-line using a different on-line platform than in the infants.  Children will access SEESAW plus a reading book and no longer use Tapestry to access their activities.  Homework will be similar to the homework the children received in Year 2. This will cover Reading, Spellings and Times Tables. Homework will be set on a Friday with a whole class reading book with questions to answer similar to guided reading (this is to follow when Seesaw access has been given).  They will receive a log in and instructions of how to use and access along with instructions being sent home for parents to allow their children to access at home.
Autumn Term Dates
Class Visit to ‘Bring Yer Wellies’ – TBC
School closes for half term – Friday 18th October
School re opens – Tuesday 29th October
School closes for Christmas Holidays (1.30pm) – Thursday 20th December 
Many thanks Mrs. Pearce and Miss Hill
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