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Dear Parents and Carers, 
Our final term in Year Three is upon us and how the year flown by! As always, the next few months are going to be very busy as we try to squeeze as many learning experiences as possible into the remainder of the school year before the children transitioning to their next step in the Juniors in Year 4. 
Religious Education 
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We will continue to follow the Liturgical calendar thinking about how the actions of Jesus and his disciples teach us about our Catholic faith.  We will learn about the disciples and how they told the life of Jesus through the Gospels. We will focus on learning prayers to include the Glory Be and Come Holy Spirit.  We will also look at the other faiths in our community and make a visit to a different place of worship to learn about their worship and culture.
Prayer and Liturgy
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Year 3 will continue take part in and plan group worships in class and lead a Mass with Fr David either in school or Holy Family Church. Pupils will also have the opportunity to pray to God for what we are thankful for and how God can help us in our daily life.
Reading
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Please continue to read regularly at home and ensure records are signed as consistently as possible. It is also extremely important as your child develops their word reading ability that they are also able to understand the information from their book especially during their Guided Reading homework set on Seesaw. Many of the questions they face as they move through the Juniors expect the children to be able to ‘read between the lines’ and use evidence from the text to support their answers. This can be easily reinforced at home, for example by reading fewer pages each night and instead spending 10 minutes discussing what has been read. Children can discuss how their own experiences can help them to understand the story, as well as make predictions about what might happen next, using the text to support their suggestions e.g. I think the character might be a wizard because strange, unexplained things keep happening to him.
English
We will continue to follow our Reading to Writing Journey looking at completing an independent Playscript and will see us composing[image: image8.png]


 a non-chronological report in the form of a fact file and learning how to write a letter. Our poetry focus will be writing Limericks and looking at some classic poetry by Lewis Carroll. During grammar lessons we will be developing our understanding of using speech, using commas to clarify meaning and looking at subordinate clauses. We will then be ensuring this learning is implemented within our writing. Handwriting will continue to be a focus, and all writing will be planned, edited and drafted. Please do encourage your child to present their writing neatly as this is a specific criteria as we move through the Juniors.
Spellings
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Spelling tests will continue weekly, as will spelling spot checks. We will continue to use Edshed to support your child’s learning in spelling.  It is important that the children understand the meaning of the spelling as this helps with the comprehension when writing. Edshed needs to be completed at least three times a week via the learning platform.

Maths
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Pupils will now focus on revisiting and revising the mathematical concepts covered so far this year, focusing on using the most appropriate methods and refining their problem solving skills. We will also continue to develop our arithmetic skills each week. There will also be an opportunity to learn new concepts such as fractions, shape and measure.  It would be advantageous if you could practice telling the time on an analogue clock to help with this topic in Maths. Times tables will continue, aiming to improve accuracy and speed of mental recall of multiplication tables and their related division facts. 
Science
[image: image11.wmf]For our next topics in Science we will look at the human skeleton and food chains of the animal world in ourAnimals including Humans topic.  Also we will investigate movement using magnets and the forces they use in our everyday lives. 
History & Geography
Year 3 will be learning about the History of Blackpool and its Transport links to the rest of the country.  We will learn how the railway played a big part in bringing tourists to Blackpool.  We will also look at how transport has changed over the years.  In Geography we will explore the uses Ordinance Survey Map and how they help us to navigate our local area. We will look at symbols and directs building on our knowledge of the use of the 8 compass points.
PE

PE lessons continue with Mrs Kelsh-Ridge and Mrs Salt on Wednesdays  and Thursdays. The main topic being undertaken this term is Athletics. This unit will develop skills and prepare children for the upcoming Sports Day events. 

Computing
Computing is ongoing and we will look at using a range of techniques to create a stop-frame animation using tablets. And to learn about simple animation techniques and create their own animations in the style of flip books. This will be created through a storyboard showing the characters, settings and events that they would like to include in their own stop-frame animation.
Homework 

Homework will continue to be set each Friday and should be returned the following Wednesday. Failure to return homework or to complete individual tasks will result in children having to complete the activity during Golden Time on a Friday afternoon. 
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any other queries or concerns. 

Please also see the fortnightly newsletters for additional school information. 
Mrs Pearce (Year 3 Class Teacher)    Miss Hill (Year 3 Support Assistant)
