
 

 

 

         Temple: a Consecrated Space 
Today’s first and third readings speak about rules, sacred buildings and rituals which ‘are 
meant to bring us into the awareness of the divine presence in us and in all of those around 
us.’  [1] ‘The gospel isn’t about what is present in the temple but is about Jesus’ deep con-
cern with what is missing.’ [2] ‘The gospel tells us what the temple had become: totally 
aligned with the king, the collecting of taxes and monies and the selling of forgiveness. Jesus 
takes a revolutionary approach to religion: from an emphasis on sacrifice by which we earn 
God’s love, to trust through which we know God’s love. And that trust happens in the human 
heart. Jesus is redefining ‘the temple’. He speaks of the temple of his body.  The temple is 
transferred from any kind of physical building to the human person. Years later, Jesus’ words 
will echo in Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth. “Do you not know,” the apostle will 
ask them—and us—“that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” [3] 
‘The temple was the centre of Jewish life.  It is what structured their community. It gave 
identity and meaning. We all have temples: things that we think give structure and order to 
our lives, provide security and stability. At least we think they do, until they fall.’ [2]  We will 
only find new strength in our growing awareness of our divine identity, in our growing 
awareness that God is within us, that we are temples of God.                                                                 
 In a building that is not a building but the dusty halls of my spirit, 
 in a heart that is not just a heart but an intended-to-be-holy temple,                     
 there are sheep and there are cattle that are not sheep and cattle 
 but the worries and concerns and the sorrows of life,                                            
 and there are dulled coins and doves that are not coins and doves 
 but the tarnished hopes and dreams of an aging mind,                                                      
 and they clutter and crowd the courtyard,                                                               
 cloud the air with their smells and voices,                                                                  
 their noises of stress and hunger overpowering the words of prayer.                                                          
 Lord, come into the spaces of this yearning-to-be-holy temple, 
 cleanse this heart of distractions, help me clear the clutter, the noises.              
 Make it more of a place of listening, open to the mystery of your presence. [4]                    
      Adapted: [1] Brian McLaren   [2] Michael Marsh  [3] Richard Rohr  [4] Andrew King 
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FIRST READING                       Exodus 20:1-17 
God spoke all these words. He said, "I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  You shall have no gods except me.  You shall not make your-
self a carved image or any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth beneath or in the waters 
under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a 
jealous God and I punish the father's fault in the sons, the grandsons and the great-grandsons of 
those who hate me; but I show kindness to thousands of those who love me and keep my com-
mandments.  You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to misuse it, for the Lord will not 
leave unpunished the man who utters his name to misuse it.   
"Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is a sabbath for the Lord your God. You shall do no work that day, neither you 
nor your son nor your daughter nor your servants, men or women, nor your animals nor the 
stranger who lives with you. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and all that these hold, but on the seventh day he rested; that is why the Lord has blessed the 
sabbath and made it sacred. 
"Honour your father and your mother so that you may have a long life in the land that the Lord 
your God has given you.  You shall not kill.  You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.  
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.  You shall not covet your neighbour's 
house.  You shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or his servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is his." 

    

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    You, Lord, have the message of eternal life.  
 1  The law of the Lord is perfect,   3 The fear of the Lord is holy,  
  it revives the soul.       abiding for ever. 
  The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,     The decrees of the Lord are truth  
  it gives wisdom to the simple.        and all of them just.  
    

2  The precepts of the Lord are right,   4 They are more to be desired than gold,  
  they gladden the heart.      than the purest of gold 
  The command of the Lord is clear,      and sweeter are they than honey, 
  it gives light to the eyes.       than honey from the comb. 

 

SECOND READING              1Corinthians 1:22-25 
And so, while the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, here are we preaching a 
crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle they cannot get over, to the pagans madness, but to 
those who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the 
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is strong-
er than human strength. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord,  
whoever believes in me will never die.  Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
GOSPEL             John 2:13-25 
Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people 
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money changers sitting at their counters there. Mak-
ing a whip out of some cord, he drove them all out of the Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scat-
tered the money changers' coins, knocked their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, "Take 
all this out of here and stop turning my Father's house into a market." Then his disciples remem-
bered the words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The Jews intervened and said, 
"What sign can you show us to justify what you have done?" Jesus answered, "Destroy this sanc-
tuary, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build 
this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in three days?" But he was speaking of the sanctuary 
that was his body, and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they believed the scripture and the words he had said. 
During his stay in Jerusalem for Passover many believed in his name when they saw the signs that 
he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust himself to them; he never needed evidence 
about any man: he could tell what a man had in him. 
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 Masses received this week: In thanksgiving (KH & DH), George Keane.     
    

 Last Weekend: Attendance 28. Offertory £65.00.  Thank you for your generosity.  
 

  LENT 
CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
Envelopes can still be returned today. Thank you. You can donate online at cafod.org.uk/lent, 
or by texting LENT 10 to 70460 to give £10, (or substitute any other amount e.g. LENT 20).NB 
If you do not wish to receive marketing communications text LENTNOINFO. You can ring 0303 
303 3030 or send to CAFOD, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Rd, London SE1 7JB.  
St. Anthony’s CAFOD Group have produced a video for this.  It is available on Youtube from 
10.15am.  See   https://youtu.be/bxWgyBl7svE  
 

Stations of the Cross.  
We are not able to have the Stations in church but some members of St. Anthony’s parish will 
present them on Zoom every Friday.  'Doors open' at 5.45. Session starts 6.00pm prompt.    
Meeting ID: 860 7625 5774    Passcode: 068559 
   

Food Bank  
For Easter our Food Bank need pasta, pasta sauce, tinned fruit, tomatoes, tuna, milk, cream, 
eggs. Ideally these are needed by the 2nd week in March.  Thank you.  
 

Vacancy: Diocesan Faith & Justice Worker 
Lancaster Diocese is looking for a part-time Faith and Justice worker and co-ordinator with the 
Commission Team to work throughout the Diocese to engage with parishes, schools and other 
institutions in order to advance the understanding of, and active engagement in Catholic Social 
Teaching and issues arising from it. 
Further details can be obtained from: Margaret McSherry. Administrator Lancaster Diocesan 
Faith & Justice Commission , Email: lfjcmm@gmail.com Tel:07864012385  
Download http://www.lancasterfaithandjustice.co.uk/newsletterJob%20Description%20and 
%20Person%20Specification%20FJ%20February%202021.docx    
                  

Livestreaming Mass 
As well as normal Mass in church we are now able to livestream the 9.30am Mass  from St. 
Anthony’s church.  Go to the St. Anthony of Padua YouTube page for the link.        
 

First Holy Communions 
We’re looking at using Zoom or Microsoft Teams to set up preparation for the sacraments of 
reconciliation and first holy communion.  Its not ideal and no preparation can ever be as good 
as being at Mass each week, gathering with the parish community around the altar of the 
Lord. Please keep them and their families in your prayers.    
           Confirmations may also have to be delayed until next year.  
 

Castlerigg Youth Service 
The Youth Service at Castlerigg Manor are launching two online groups for young people to 
come together, have a laugh, make some friends, and deepen their faith.  
Overflow, an online group for 18-30s, meets on Mondays. See www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/
overflow to sign up.   Rise, for young people in years 7 to 9, but sign up now to keep up to 
date www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/riseonline 
 

Virtual pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  
Fr John is joining volunteers and Young Leaders from Metanoia Project on a virtual pil-
grimage to Jerusalem. Over the course of Lent they will run, walk and cycle 3,266 miles, 
the distance from Preston to Jerusalem. Their aim is to raise funds to support Metanoia 
Project's work in Preston, and you can sponsor Fr John and find information online at 
 https://gofund.me/5afc5a0a or bring money in a marked envelope. 
 

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 6th March 2021 

   BIDDING PRAYERS 
We pray for all God’s people, that we will have the strength to be faithful to his command-
ments at all times. 

We pray for ourselves and all those keeping the season of Lent. May our prayer and reflec-
tion, fasting and almsgiving bring renewal, reconciliation and closer unity with Christ, our 
Saviour. 

We pray for all those in need: those who are sick in mind and body, those suffering from 
coronavirus, those awaiting treatment for other ailments postponed on account of the pan-
demic, those in distress on account of family or employment difficulties, those separated 
from loved ones. We ask Our Lord to bring them His healing. 

 We remember in our prayers those of the parish who are suffering ill-health just now, and 
those who care for them,  particularly: Harold Slack, Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray 
Mannion, Bill York, Vera, Lawrence Dunnagan, Trevor Hughes, Claire, Joyce Hilton, Rev 
John Kilshaw;  

those who have died recently:  Tom Butler, Patricia Heys;  

  and those whose anniversaries occur around this time:: Mary Kellett, Jerry Mar-
ton, Arthur Chesworth, Isaac Molloy, Jessie Edwards, Doris Dickinson, Michael My-
erscough, Janinna Drewek, William Lee, Beryl Wood, Jack Hayes, Olive Noblett, Mary 
O’Shaugnnessy,  Tom Green, Mary Christine Holland, Mary (Ella) Jordan, Dorothy Ja-
mieson, Sheila Grogan, Joan Maud, Joanna Dutton, Molly Carey,   May they rest in peace.   

Sun 9.30am 

     11.00am 

      5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant   

For our parish 

Private intention 

William & Ellen Kelly 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Mon 9.15am St. Ant George Keane  

Tue  9.15am St. Ant Joan Taylor  

Wed 1.00pm H.Family Funeral Mass: Patricia Heys  

Thur 9.15am H.Family Private Intention  

Fri  9.15am 

       6.00pm 

St. Ant 

St. Ant 

Pauline Harvey  

Stations of the Cross. on zoom 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Imelda Salisbury  

Sun 9.30am 

     11.00am 

      5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

Mary Teresa Wilson 

For our parish 

Private intention 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

   (Laetare) 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Jim Hamlet  


