
        HOPE HIGH SCHOOL
                  Newslet ter  Summer  2025

Headteacher’s Message - Summer Term 2025

Dear  Paren ts  and  Carers,

As  we draw the  cur ta in  on  ano ther  v ib ran t  and  insp i r ing  te r m a t  Hope H igh  Schoo l ,  I
am f i l l ed  w i th  immense pr ide  and  g ra t i tude  fo r  the  ach ievements,  c rea t iv i t y,  and
communi ty  sp i r i t  tha t  have  de f ined  Summer  2025.

Th is  te r m has  been a  ce lebra t ion  o f  lear n ing  in  i t s  r i ches t  fo r m — f rom the
imag ina t ive  Shakespeare  Day  ac t iv i t i es  to  the  hands-on  innova t ion  in  our  DT
workshops,  our  s tudents  have  t r u ly  b rought  the i r  ta len ts  to  l i fe.  Whether  c ra f t ing
B lockbots,  des ign ing  an ime- insp i red  keyr ings,  o r  bak ing  banana bread ,  the i r
en thus iasm and sk i l l  have  shone th rough.

We’ve  seen our  s tudents  g row no t  on ly  academica l l y  bu t  emot iona l l y  and  soc ia l l y.
The  Wel lbe ing  Champions  p rog ramme,  an ima l  therapy  sess ions,  and  hear t fe l t  poe t r y
on  inc lus ion  have  a l l  h igh l igh ted  the  compass ion  and  empa thy  tha t  make our  schoo l
communi ty  so  spec ia l .

Our  Year  11  leavers  gave  us  moments  o f  joy  and  re f lec t ion  as  we ce lebra ted  the i r
jour ney  w i th  us  — a  jour ney  f i l l ed  w i th  laughte r,  lea r n ing,  and  las t ing  memor ies.  We
wish  them ever y  success  as  they  s tep  in to  the i r  nex t  chap te r,  knowing  they  w i l l
a lways  be  par t  o f  the  Hope fami ly.

From spor t ing  t r iumphs  in  the  Premier  League Tour nament  to  STEM success  w i th
the  RAF RoboDog pro jec t ,  our  s tudents  con t inue  to  amaze us  w i th  the i r  ded ica t ion
and dr ive.  The i r  ach ievements  a re  a  tes tament  to  the  suppor t ive  env i ronment  we ’ve
bu i l t  toge ther  — one where  ever y  ch i ld  i s  encouraged to  th r ive.

Thank  you  to  our  inc red ib le  s ta f f,  our  wonder fu l  fami l ies,  and ,  mos t  o f  a l l ,  our
ou ts tand ing  s tudents  fo r  mak ing  th is  te r m so  memorab le.  I  w ish  you  a l l  a  res t fu l  and
joy fu l  summer  b reak .

Wi th  war mest  regards,

Mrs  Dunbav in  &  Mrs  F le tcher



       APRIL
SHAKESPEARE DAY

On 23rd  Apr i l  2025  Hope H igh  Schoo l  ce lebra ted  Shakespeare  Day,  wh ich  i s
four  hundred  and  seven years  s ince  the  Bard  passed away.  Ever yone was
inv i ted  to  jo in  in  to  commemora te  th is  day  and  a l l  had  fun  par t i c ipa t ing  in
the  ac t iv i t i es.  Some the  ac t iv i t i es  took  p lace  on  the  ac tua l  day,  wh i l s t  o thers
were  p lanned over  a  longer  per iod  to  g ive  par t i c ipan ts  t ime to  f ine  tune  the i r
en t r ies.  Some o f  the  ac t iv i t i es  inc luded;  search ing  fo r  ' l i t t l e  peop le '  a round
the  schoo l  ( f i nd ing  min ia tu re  p r in ted  Shakespear  charac te rs  in  h idden
p laces  a round the  schoo l ) ,  anag ram so lv ing  ( look ing  a round the  schoo l  fo r
lamina ted  A4 charac te rs )  and  c rea t ing  a  Shakespeare  scene us ing  shoe
boxes  and  co l lage  resources  ( jus t  to  name a  few) !  Ever yone had  fun  and
had a  chance  to  take  par t  in  any  o r  a l l  o f  the  ac t iv i t i es.  Some w inners
managed to  w in  an  eas te r  egg  as  a  p r i ze !  We l l  done  to  a l l  those  who took
par t .



         MAY
VE DAY

VE Day  a t  Hope H igh  Schoo l  was  commemora ted  w i th  a  var ie ty  o f
ac t iv i t i es  th roughout  the  day.  In  c lass,  our  pup i l s  lear ned  about  the  even ts
sur round ing  VE Day  (V ic to r y  in  Europe  Day) .



        MAY
Danie l  f rom TWC spent  t ime w i th  some o f  our  s tudents,  teach ing  them how
to  repa i r  the  schoo l  b ikes.  The  sess ion  inc luded chang ing  ty res,  rep lac ing
inner  tubes,  unders tand ing  the  d i f fe ren t  t ypes  o f  b ike  va lves,  and  lear n ing
genera l  b ike  ma in tenance.  The  s tudents  demonst ra ted  exce l len t  behav iour
and  s t rong  p rac t i ca l  sk i l l s  th roughout  the  sess ion .  We look  fo rward  to
work ing  w i th  Dan ie l  aga in  in  the  fu tu re.

Over  the  course  o f  s i x  weeks,  e igh t
s tudents  f rom Hope H igh  schoo l  have
a t tended t ra in ing  f rom Compass  B loom to
become '  We l lbe ing  Champions ' .
S tudents  have  lear n t  abou t  the  mean ing  o f
we l lbe ing,  the  job  ro le,  sa fe ty,  be ing  a
good l i s tener,  sk i l l s  and  qua l i t i es,  ra is ing
awareness  and  cop ing  s t ra teg ies.  

Bo th  ins t r uc to rs,  Ho l l y  and  Emi ly,  were
ver y  impressed w i th  the  engagement  and
sk i l l s  the  s tudents  showed th roughout  the
course.

Hope H igh  Schoo l  s ta f f  and  s tudents
wou ld  l i ke  to  say  a  mass ive
cong ra tu la t ions  to  our  champions  ,  we
know they  w i l l  p lay  a  va luab le  par t  in
suppor t ing  s tudents  w i th  the i r  we l lbe ing.
Wel l  Done! ! ! ! !



        MAY
 A Hear t fe l t  Thank You f rom Hope High 

Some o f  our  s ta f f  and  our  Cha i r  o f  Gover nors  came toge ther  fo r  a  t r u ly
spec ia l  even t  in  memor y  o f  Leo  and  we are  beyond g ra te fu l  fo r  the
overwhe lming  suppor t  f rom ever yone who par t i c ipa ted ,  a t tended,  and
dona ted .  

Thanks  to  your  inc red ib le  generos i t y,  we ’ve  ra ised  an  amaz ing  £470 fo r
Lancash i re  Mind ,  and  we are  keep ing  the  fundra is ing  page open fo r  a  few
more  weeks  i f  you 'd  l i ke  to  con t r ibu te.

I t  was  an  emot iona l  day,  f i l l ed  w i th  love,  remembrance,  and  hope.  Thank  you
a l l  fo r  mak ing  th is  such  a  mean ing fu l  occas ion  and  fo r  he lp ing  us  make a
pos i t ive  impac t  on  menta l  hea l th  in  Leo ’s  honour.  

P lease  f ind  a  few pho tos  f rom the  day  be low,  and  once  aga in ,  thank  you  fo r
your  suppor t .  Your  k indness  means  the  wor ld .  



         MAY
Bringing crea t iv i ty  to  l i fe  in  the  DT workshop!  

In  May,  Asp i re  s tudents  had  been deve lop ing  essen t ia l  p rac t i ca l  sk i l l s  in  the
workshop w i th  Mrs.  G i l l i es.  The  s tudents  lear ned  to  measure,  cu t ,  d r i l l ,  and
use  a  sc rewdr iver  w i th  p rec is ion .  Each  s tudent  s ta r ted  w i th  a  leng th  o f
t imber,  ca re fu l l y  measur ing  w i th  a  meta l  r u le r  and  t r y  square  be fo re  shap ing
the i r  own un ique  B lockbo t  fami ly !

To  add  even  more  c rea t iv i t y,  s tudents  des igned faces  us ing  recyc led  acr y l i c
f rom the  laser  cu t te r,  reduc ing  was te  wh i le  exp lo r ing  d i f fe ren t  ma ter ia ls.  

Look ing  ahead,  the  nex t  exc i t ing  p ro jec t  w i l l  bu i ld  on  the i r  sewing  mach ine
sk i l l s  as  they  c ra f t  the i r  own persona l i sed  k i tes  to  f l y  on  the  f ie ld !  



         MAY

With  our  laser  cu t te r  back  in  ac t ion ,  s tudents  have  been hon ing  the i r
CAD/CAM sk i l l s.  

S ta r t ing  w i th  sweet  keyr ing  des igns,  s tudents  exp lo red  how the  laser  cu t te r
p rocesses  vec to r  l i nes  wh i l s t  ga in ing  a  deeper  unders tand ing  o f  p rec is ion
and techn ique.

Us ing  the i r  p rev ious  sk i l l s ,  some s tudents  c ra f ted  an ime- insp i red  p ieces
br ing ing  the i r  favour i te  charac te rs  and  des igns  to  l i fe !  

Th is  hands-on  exper ience  i s  he lp ing  s tudents  mas te r  d ig i ta l  des ign ,
p repar ing  them fo r  even  more  exc i t ing  p ro jec ts  ahead.

Bringing crea t iv i ty  to  l i fe  
in  the  DT workshop!



JUNE
Our  An ima l  Therap is t ,  Mrs.  Sawyer,  recen t l y  he ld  one  o f  her  in te r ven t ion
sess ions  a t  App le  Cas t  w i th  one  o f  our  s tudents.  They  had  such  a  love ly
t ime toge ther !

An ima l  Therapy,  a lso  known as  AAT (An ima l  Ass is ted  Therapy) ,  o f fe r s  a
w ide  range o f  benef i t s  — f rom reduc ing  s t ress  and  anx ie ty  to  improv ing
soc ia l  sk i l l s  and  emot iona l  we l lbe ing.  I t ’ s  a lways  hear twar ming  to  see  the
pos i t ive  impac t  these  sess ions  have  on  our  s tudents.

“An anima ls  eyes have the  abi l i ty  
to  speak a  grea t   language”

 -  Mar t in  Buber



JUNE
Bewi lder  wood Cheshier  Aspi re  Tr ip !   

 
The Asp i re  c lass  went  on  an  ex is t ing  t r ip  to  Bewi lder  Wood,  a  read ing
adventu re  p lay  park .  We exp lo red  our  way  th rough mazes  bo th  on  the  g round
and h igh  up  bu i l t  be tween the  t rees  o f  the  woods,  bu i l t  dens  f rom na tu ra l
mar t ia ls  found  in  the  wood lands  and  went  down huge rope  sw ings  dodg ing
between mass ive  t rees.  Towards  the  end  o f  our  t r ip  we b raved  the  abso lu te ly
mass ive  s l ides  bu i l t  up  on  t ree  houses.  We a l l  l oved  the  t r ip  and  had  a
fan tas t i c  adventu re  las t ing  the  who le  day !   



  JUNE
Year  11  Leavers ’  Day Out  and Presentat ion

                                      YEAR 11  CELEBRATION DAY  

Our  Year  11  s tudents  marked  the  end  o f  the i r  t ime w i th  us  in  s ty le !  They
en joyed  a  fun- f i l l ed  day  in  Southpor t ,  s ta r t ing  w i th  a  few compet i t ive  rounds
o f  bowl ing  and  f in ish ing  o f f  w i th  a  de l i c ious  Ch inese  bu f fe t .  Bo th  s ta f f  and
pup i l s  had  a  fan tas t i c  t ime — and the  sunny  wea ther  made i t  even  be t te r.  A
we l l -deser ved  ce lebra t ion  fo r  a  wonder fu l  g roup !



   JUNE
Year  11  Leavers ’  Day Out  and Presentat ion

Our  Leavers ’  2025 Presenta t ion was an emot iona l  ro l lercoaster.

We took  a  joy fu l  t r ip  down memor y  lane,  ce lebra t ing  the  inc red ib le  jour ney
our  s tudents  have  had  a t  Hope H igh  Schoo l .  There  were  tears,  laugh te r,  and  a
deep sense  o f  p r ide  as  we re f lec ted  on  the i r  ach ievements  and  g rowth .

As  they  move on  to  the  nex t  exc i t ing  chap te r  o f  the i r  l ives,  we  w ish  them
noth ing  bu t  happ iness  and  success.  Our  door  w i l l  a lways  be  open — we can’ t
wa i t  to  hear  about  a l l  the  amaz ing  th ings  they  go  on  to  do.  Once par t  o f  the
Hope fami ly,  a lways  par t  o f  the  Hope fami ly.



   JUNE
 BAKING UP A STORM! 

Mrs.  G i l l i es ’ Year  8 .1  c lass  ro l led  up  the i r  s leeves  and  go t  s tuck  in to  mak ing
Banana Bread  rec ipe  th is  mor n ing  as  par t  o f  the  new KS3 prog ram be ing
in t roduced nex t  year.



We are  so  th r i l l ed  to  announce tha t  one  o f  our  s tudents  was  en te red  in to  a
compet i t i on  f rom the  SEND par tnersh ip  fo r  c rea t ing  a  poem on  the  theme
' Inc lus ion . '  No t  on ly  was  our  pup i l  chosen as  one  o f  the  w inners,  she  has  a lso
been chosen to  have  her  poem pub l i shed .  Th is  i s  an  inc red ib le  oppor tun i ty  and  we
are  so  p roud  o f  her  ach ievements !  P lease  read  her  wonder fu l  poem be low;

Inc lus ion  i s  much more  than  a  s imp le  word ,
I t ' s  a  power fu l  message tha t  shows peop le  care,

In  the  darkes t  o f  days  p lease  don ' t  c lose  the  door  on  me,
You cou ld  be  the  l igh t  tha t  he lps  me to  see,

We are  a l l  human and  our  fee l ings  a re  the  same,
I f  you  inc lude  me I 'm sure  too  you  w i l l  fee l  some ga in ,

I t ' s  no t  jus t  me who l i kes  to  fee l  inc luded i t  g ives  you  a  new pur pose  when you
inc lude  ch i ld ren  l i ke  us  too,

I  can  here  you  ask ing  wha t  do  you  do?
I t ' s  ver y  s imp le  and  can  be  any th ing  f rom le t t ing  me jo in  in  a  game,  to  ta lk ing  to

me l i ke  my op in ion  ma t te rs,
I f  you  see  someone d i f fe ren t  s i t  down and  jus t  have  a  na t te r  ,

We don ' t  want  much jus t  some acceptance  and  to  know we ' re  no t  a lone  ,
I t ' s  on  the  hardes t  days  when the  sun  hasn ' t  shown,

We need to  fee l  inc luded by  most  o f  soc ie ty,
I  know no t  ever yone can  see  pas t  the  var ie ty,

Bu t  nex t  t ime you  see  someone who 's  a  l i t t l e  d i f fe ren t ,
Show them you  care  your  inc lus ion  may jus t  be  s ign i f i can t .

One s imp le  smi le  can  change someone 's  day,
You may be  the  reason someone chooses  to  s tay.

   JUNE
COMPETIT ION WINNER ! ! !



   JUNE
We had a  wonder fu l  f i rs t  day  a t  Towerwood!

Our  pup i l s  and  s ta f f  en joyed  an  exc i t ing  day  o f  canoe ing  and  sw imming  in
the  lake.  In  the  even ing,  we v is i ted  Bowness,  where  ever yone had  fun
exp lo r ing  the  shops  and  p lay ing  games on  the  f ie ld .



   JUNE

Day 2  a t  Towerwood s ta r ted  o f f  w i th  b reak fas t  in  the  res tauran t  and  ge t t ing
a l l  geared  up  fo r  Ghy l l  Scrambl ing  a t  S t i ck le  Ghy l l .  A l l  pup i l s  en joyed  the
f i r s t  days  ac t iv i t i es.

A l l  the  pup i l s  were  exce l len t  and  the  ins t r uc to rs  complemented  pup i l s  on
exce l len t  a t t i tude  and  teamwork .



   JUNE
Some o f  our  pup i l s  were  inv i ted  by  Wigan A th le t i c  to  jo in  the i r  foo tba l l  team
in  a  Premier  League Tour nament .  A l l  th ree  o f  the  pup i l s  p layed  ou ts tand ing
th roughout  the  who le  day,  even  in  the  ho t  wea ther !  They  ge l led  we l l  w i th  the
o thers  in  the i r  team and had  g rea t  sp i r i t  th roughout  the  day.

The s tudents  f in i shed  f i f th  ou t  o f  four teen  teams in  the  tour nament  jus t
miss ing  ou t  on  the  f ina l  s tages  o f  the  compet i t i on  by  one  game,  bu t  as  I ’m
sure  you  w i l l  ag ree,  th is  was  s t i l l  a  mass ive  accompl ishment .  We l l  done  lads !
!

PREMIER LEAGUE TOURNAMENT



 Crea t ive  Conf idence in  the  Workshop

   JUNE
Adapt ive  teach ing  i s  a t  the  hear t  o f  our  workshop,  a l low ing  s tudents  to  deve lop  the i r
sk i l l s  in  ways  tha t  su i t  the i r  ind iv idua l  needs.  The  space  has  become more  than  jus t
a  c lass room—i t ' s  a  p lace  where  lear n ing  i s  persona l ,  c rea t ive,  and  mean ing fu l .

Some s tudents  take  par t  in  wha t ’ s  become a f fec t iona te ly  known as  pa l le t  therapy,
re -pur pos ing  ma ter ia ls  as  a  mind fu l  ac t iv i t y  o r  to  c ra f t  hear t fe l t  g i f t s  fo r  loved  ones.
Whether  i t ’ s  a  coas te r  fea tu r ing  a  favour i te  foo tba l l  team,  a  p laque fo r  a  s ib l ing  o r
f r iend  o r  even  a  cus tom c lock ,  each  p iece  te l l s  a  s to r y  and  re f lec ts  the  s tudent ’ s
c rea t iv i t y.

Ever y  s ign ,  c lock ,  and  c rea t ion  made in  the  workshop b r ings  joy—not  jus t  to  those
who make them,  bu t  to  the  w ider  schoo l  communi ty.  These  p ro jec ts  he lp  s tudents
bu i ld  con f idence,  express  themse lves,  and  deve lop  va luab le  p rac t i ca l  sk i l l s.

To  ce lebra te  the i r  ach ievements,  s tudents ’ work  i s  p roud ly  d isp layed  on  the  “Proud
Ever y  Day” wa l l s  in  the  workshop.  The i r  c rea t ions  a re  a lso  fea tu red  on  c lassroom
disp lays  and  the  Proud  Fr iday  wa l l  wh ich  re in fo rces  a  cu l tu re  o f  recogn i t ion ,  p r ide,
and  be long ing.



 RoboDog & STEM Success Across Schools!  

We are  beyond p roud  o f  th ree  o f  our  Year  9  s tudents  who recen t l y  par t i c ipa ted  in  a
pres t ig ious  case  s tudy  w i th  the  Roya l  A i r  Force  and  the  Sma l lpe ice  Tr us t .  They
des igned,  bu i l t ,  and  p rog rammed the i r  ve r y  own RoboDog,  demonst ra t ing  impress ive
prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s  and  c rea t iv i t y.  

Th is  in i t i a t ive  has  been huge ly  success fu l  ac ross  many  schoo ls,  equ ipp ing  s tudents
w i th  hands-on  exper ience  in  robo t i cs  and  eng ineer ing.  Schoo ls  na t ionwide  have
embraced LEGO SPIKE Pr ime,  he lp ing  young lear ners  deve lop  essen t ia l  STEM
sk i l l s  and  p repare  fo r  exc i t ing  careers  in  techno logy  and  innova t ion .

As  par t  o f  th is  na t iona l  p rog ram,  our  s tudents  were  in te r v iewed to  share  the i r
ins igh ts  and  exper iences,  showcas ing  the  rea l -wor ld  app l i ca t ions  o f  robo t i cs  and
eng ineer ing.  The i r  work  i s  insp i r ing  fu tu re  genera t ions  o f  young innova to rs  ac ross
the  UK and beyond!  

A  huge we l l  done  to  our  ta len ted  s tudents  fo r  the i r  ded ica t ion  and  ach ievements !
We can’ t  wa i t  to  see  wha t  they  c rea te  nex t .  

  JUNE



On Fr iday  4  Ju ly,  Hope H igh  Schoo l  hos ted  i t s  f i r s t  ‘ Independence Day ’ .
Wh i l s t  we  spent  some t ime exp lo r ing  th is  h is to r i ca l  even t ,  Hope H igh  made i t
our  own by  c rea t ing  a  fun  and  in te rac t ive  day  to  deve lop  independence and  l i fe
sk i l l s.  Pup i l s  worked  w i th  the i r  fo r m g roups  to  fo r m teams and  faced  s ix
cha l lenges  wh ich  inc luded:

t h

 
Unders tand ing  bus  t imetab les
But tons,  z ips,  fo ld ing  and  hang ing  c lo thes  and  unders tand ing  c lo thes  labe ls
Dec ipher ing  maps  and  schedu l ing  a  busy  day,  inc lud ing  t rave l  t ime
Us ing  a  d ic t ionar y  and  a lphabet i s ing  words
Unders tand ing  sugar  quant i t i es  in  common food  and  d r inks

 
Teams worked  ex t remely  hard  and  won ‘do l la r s ’ wh ich  g roups  cou ld  then
exchange fo r  games,  p r i zes  and  even  schoo l  t r ips.  Ex t ra  rewards  were  g iven
fo r  teamwork  sk i l l s  and  encourag ing  o thers  and  we are  p roud  to  announce  tha t
the  day  was  a  huge success !  Th is  even t  w i l l  r un  aga in  nex t  year  –  le t  us  know
i f  you  have  any  sugges t ions  fo r  sk i l l s  you  wou ld  l i ke  us  to  suppor t  your
ch i ld ren  w i th .



ALL CHILDREN HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE

BREAKFAST/EAST SNACK WHEN
THEY ARRIVE AT SCHOOL AND
THROUGHOUT THE MORNING.

 

Scan here  to  exp lo re  PADLET Menta l
Hea l th  Resources.  

 

A REMINDER FOR PARENTS/CARERS TO PLEASE ENSURE
THAT UNIFORM IS  LABELLED.  WE ARE REGULARLY BEING
ASKED ABOUT LOST UNIFORM BUT UNFORTUNATELY IT
CAN BE DIFFICULT TO F IND.
 

Up and Coming. . .
Autumn Ter m

SEPTEMBER:

1  -  INSET DAYS T

2  -  INSET DAYN D

3  -  SCHOOL RETURNSR D

OCTOBER

27  -  31  -  HALF TERMT H S T



Usefu l  Numbers  and Contacts
 
Lancashire  Chi ldren 's  Socia l  Care:  0300 123  6720
Pol ice:  Emergency 999
Non-Emergency 101

Prevent  team (Po l i ce )  :  For  adv ice  on  p reven t ing  rad ica l i sa t ion  o r
repor t ing  concer ns.  Lancash i re  Po l i ce  Prevent  Of f i ce rs  can  be  con tac ted
by :  te lephone:  01282 472329/  01282 472324.

Lancashire  Chi ldren and Fami ly  Wel l -be ing Ser v ice:

West  Lancash i re :  01696 651350
Chor ley :  01257 516466
Pres ton :  01772 539420
Menta l  Hea l th  Ser v ices :

NHS-Our  Menta l  Hea l th  Cr is is  L ine  is  ava i lab le  24  hours  a  day,  7  days
a week by  ca l l ing  0800 953  0110

Samar i tans :  ca l l  on  f reephone 116  123 .  They ' re  a lways  open and  a re
there  to  l i s ten .
Mind :  Menta l  Hea l th  Ser v ice-  03001233393-  tex t  -  86463
You can  tex t  shou t  to  Cr is i s -  You can  tex t  SHOUT to  85258
For  f ree,  anonymous menta l  hea l th  suppor t /adv ice  :  Koo th .com

Lancashire  CAMHS Ser v ices:
CAMHS West  Lancs  He lp l ine :  01695 684  262  
CAMHS Ley land :  01772 644  644  
CAMHS Pres ton :  01772 777  344  
CAMHS Eas t  Lancash i re :  01282 425  071  
 
Other  Usefu l  Safeguarding Si tes:

Chi ld  Ac t ion  Nor th  West :  h t tps : / / canw.org.uk /  
NEST Lancash i re :  h t tps : / /nes t lancash i re.o rg /  
NSPCC:  0808 8005 000  
 

For  any medica l  concer ns p lease contact  your  GP
 


