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THE HOWARD PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Square, Elford, Tamworth, Staffordshire, B79 9DB


Chief Executive Officer:  Mr Paul Lovern
Headteacher:  Miss R Mills
Telephone:  01827 383292
e-mail:  r.mills@tssmat.staffs.sch.uk
e-mail:  howardoffice@tssmat.staffs.sch.uk 

website:  www.howard.staffs.sch.uk

25th February 2021
Dear Parents

We are pleased to announce that The Howard will reopen to all pupils on Monday 8th March.  I would like to thank you all for your unswerving commitment and support during these challenging times. 

We cannot wait to have all our children back in school every day, however, it is not a return to normal. All our protocols from September will still be in place, which I have included below. Please make sure that you read the information carefully so that you and your child are fully prepared. If you have any questions or queries, however small, then please do not hesitate to contact the office.
The period of lockdown has been lengthy. Our children have not experienced a normal week in school since December. You will need to support your child as they adjust back into school learning habits. Over the coming week, please prepare them for the return to school by regularising sleeping habits. It would help if you could fit in additional exercise. Walks around the local parks are great at this time of year, particularly with the improvement in the weather, longer days and spring flowers. You may want to check that their school uniform still fits too! 
Staff will be in school on Friday 5th March to prepare the school so that it is ready for the reopening. Therefore, there will be no online meetings on this day.

If we are careful and follow the school protocols and Government guidance, we can begin to rebuild our school community and minimise the risk of transmission. Without doubt, this has been an unprecedented year however, with your support, the continued development of remote learning by the staff and the enthusiasm of our pupils, we believe we have all worked together to make this as successful an experience as possible. 
Together, we are certainly stronger!

Kind regards
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Rachel Mills

Headteacher

Important Information for 8th March 2021
Staggered Start & Finish times 

Pick-up and drop-off times will remain as before and we will ask you to continue to wear face-coverings, to social distance and to leave the site as quickly as possible once you have collected. Please do not arrive before your start time and ensure that you are not late dropping off or collecting your child.
	Class
	Start time
	End time
	End time Fridays
	Entrance Point/ Dismissal Point

	Class 1
	8:50
	3:10
	1:10
	Class 1 gate

	Class 2
	8:40
	3:20
	1:20
	Office door

	Class 3
	8:30
	3:30
	1:30
	Class 3 door


School Attendance

School attendance will be mandatory from the Monday 8th March. This means from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, 

If your child is ill or unable to attend school for any reason you must let us know by telephone on the first morning of absence. Mrs Robertson will telephone you if no message is received. Any child not attending school without an appropriate reason, will have the absence recorded as unauthorised and this may result in a penalty notice being issued by the local authority.

School Organisation 

We will continue to follow government guidance to ensure safety and would like to reassure you that safety is always our highest priority. Children will remain in ‘class bubbles. We will continue to minimise the crossing of bubbles and where children from different classes need to come together, steps will be taken to ensure social distancing is in place. Bubbles will continue to remain in one space in school for most of their day, which may mean that some children will eat lunch in their classrooms. Where children eat in the hall, each bubble will be allocated their own table’ and tables will be cleaned between bubbles. Staggered playtimes and lunchtimes will continue to minimise contact and reduce the number of children on the playground at any one time. Additional cleaning of shared spaces and toilets will take place. Handwashing and hand sanitising will be a regular feature throughout the school day.
School Uniform 

Children will be expected to wear the full school uniform. 
Recovery Curriculum 

We will dedicate our time to our ‘Recovery Curriculum’ which places a great emphasis on catching up on key skills and personal, social and health education (PSHE). 
P.E. 

PE will take place outdoors. Children will therefore need the correct outdoor PE kit (see website for list). PE kits will be sent home regularly to ensure that they are clean.

School Equipment 

Children in Class 1 will be provided with the equipment and resources, so there is no need to bring anything in from home.
We request that children in Class 2 and 3, bring in their own labelled pencil case and equipment. We suggest that children bring in a transparent pencil case with a pencil, rubber, sharpener, ruler, pritt stick, a highlighter and colouring pencils. For those children writing in pen, they are encouraged to have a blue rub-out Frixion pen. The pencil case will be kept in their tray in school.
Home Reading 

Children will continue to bring home a school reading book. When these are returned to school, they will be quarantined for at least 48 hours before being redistributed.

Before & After School Provision 

Before & After School Provision will be available from Monday 8th March. Please complete the booking form on the website if you require a place for your child/ren. Once completed, they should be sent to the office and the payment made on Parent Pay. 
Infant School Lunches 

Children in Reception, Y1 & Y2 will be provided with a school meal each day in line with the Universal Offer for Free School Meals for infant-aged children and so will not require a packed lunch from home. KS2 can purchase a school lunch pr bring in a packed lunch from home.
Illness
Please do not send your child to school if they have: 
( a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 
( a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
( a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.

Parents on Site 

Parents in Class 1 will continue to use the one-way system around site and only ONE ADULT to drop off and collect. To reduce the number of staggered starts and end times, children in Class 2 & 3 should walk into and out of school on their own without an adult. Please collect your child from the car park gates or for the older children, arrange a drop off and collection point. With this in mind, we ask that parents refrain from using the staff car park. 
Communication with school 

Our ethos of an ‘open door policy’ very much remains, however, daily face to face contact with school staff will continue to be limited. To minimise the number of unessential visitors into school, parents will not be allowed in the school building, including the school office. We will continue to keep you informed via regular letters, email and through the Schudio app. Information will also be available on the school website. 
*Please make sure you have downloaded the app; this will ensure that you don’t miss any essential messages. 
If you do need to speak with a member of staff, please contact the office.
Lateral Flow Tests
Most staff members are regularly tested with Lateral Flow Tests so if there is any infection it can be caught quickly, and impact kept to a minimum. Staff are expected to wear face coverings in communal areas. 
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Remember, although children are returning to school there is still no mixing outside of school in each other’s homes.
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