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Music 
 

“Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, 

think and act. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, 

reflection and emotional development. As an integral part of culture past and present, it 

helps pupils understand themselves and relate to others, forging important links between 

the home, school and the outside world. The teaching of music develops the pupil’s ability 

to listen and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make judgements about musical 

quality. It encourages active involvement in different forms of amateur music-making, both 

individually and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness. It 

increases self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment.” (National 

Curriculum for England music document published by the DFE). 

 

Christian Vision: ‘Created to do Good’ Ephesians 2:10 

At Ireby, we are dedicated to creating a loving community for all, where all are 

celebrated as unique individuals and where passions and talents can flourish. We learn 

how God teaches us how to live our lives, how to grow relationships, accept others and 

use the words and example of Jesus as a foundation for all our learning. Our music 

curriculum supports our vision by providing our children with a high-quality music 

education which engages and inspires them to develop a life-long love of music, 

increases their self-confidence, creativity, and imagination, and provides opportunities for 

self-expression and a sense of personal achievement. Modelled on the National 

Curriculum, we offer opportunities for children’s passions and talents to flourish in all 

aspects of music including composition, singing and appreciation. 

 

Intent 

At Ireby Primary School, we firmly believe in the quote above, as we know that music 

helps to develop children’s listening and speaking skills. Music is an important subject as it 

brings us together as one. This is why we encourage every one of our children to become 

a musician, engage with and enjoy music. We provide a broad and enjoyable 

experience for children who learn to listen to, appreciate, perform, create, critique and 

evaluate a variety of pieces of music.  

 

Singing is also a key vehicle to ensure that all children can engage in making music 

together. At our school, children support each other and improve their own and others’ 

performances in our school choir, during small projects and at our yearly festivals and 

celebrations, where our children experience being a part of something wonderful. 

 
Exploring the Four Strands 

 
 



 
 
Our Music scheme has been designed as a spiral curriculum with the following key 

principles in mind:  

 

• Cyclical: Pupils return to the same skills and knowledge again and again during 

their time in primary school. 

• Increasing depth: Each time a skill or area of knowledge is revisited it, is covered 

with greater depth. 

• Prior knowledge: Upon returning to a skill, prior knowledge is utilised so pupils can 

build upon previous foundations, rather than starting again. 

 

Sequencing our Units of Learning: Our Long-Term Plan: 

 

Our Music is planned on a two-year rolling programme for key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 

and Upper Key Stage 2. The Long-Term plan has been carefully sequenced to ensure that 

children are able to build on prior knowledge and skills, progress and develop skills 

throughout a range of musical genres and that new knowledge and skills are introduced 

at the appropriate Key Stage. Units are sequenced in order to develop the key musical 

skills, listening, composing, performing and (for Key Stage 2 only) the history of music. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Timetabling and Organisation 

EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 are taught in their class. In EYFS music is delivered 

through a combination of adult lead sessions and continuous provision, linked with the 

Early Years Framework. Key Stage 1 music is planned on a two-year rolling programme 

and Key Stage 2 music is planned on a four-year rolling programme. 

 

Implementation 

Curriculum Music is taught by our own teachers – who are themselves highly musical and 

are involved in a number of external musical and dramatic organisations.  

 

Every child at school, has the opportunity to play and become a skilled performer with the 

violin taught by Mrs Louise Peacock (former professional violinist with the music group Roxi 

Music).  

 

From Reception to Year 6, every child receives 60 minutes of music teaching per week. 

Children begin in Reception with singing, body percussion and untuned instruments, 

which they explore and develop skills in through the continuous provision and adult led 

activities. As they move through school, the children take part in class ensembles, learning 

to play a range of untuned and tuned instruments including; recorder, glockenspiel and 

ukelele.  

 

From Nursery upwards, every child takes part in 20 minutes of singing each week, in our 

weekly singing assembly and from Key Stage 1 upwards children have the opportunity to 

be involved with our school choir.  

 

At Ireby Primary School, music goes well beyond the classroom as we work collaboratively 

in year groups to produce an end product for Key events throughout the year such as 

Harvest, a Nativity (EYFS and Key Stage 1) at Christmas, an Easter production (Key Stage 

2) and a end of year leavers celebration.  

 

In addition to cultivating a love of performance and an ability to play a range of 

instruments, children are taught how to experiment with sound and compose their own 



music through instrumental class ensembles and through the computing curriculum where 

they experiment with synthesised sounds and compositions. 

 

Implementation will be in-line with our curriculum intent, implementation and impact 

policy. 

 

Impact 

Composition, performance and appraisal skills are developed through school and are 

designed to also ensure that children learn about a range of musical styles and cultures. 

Taking our music into the wider community is a passion of ours and we love to share our 

enthusiasm and talent with our village, participating in joint events such as the Christmas 

concert around the tree. 

Participation in music develops wellbeing, promotes reading, listening skills, develops 

concentration and most importantly is FUN! An abundance of musical opportunities and 

high-quality teaching throughout all areas of the curriculum, ensures that all our children 

will leave Ireby as musicians, performers and composers; with a lifelong love of music. 

 

Assessment in Music 

In each unit of work audio or video clips will be used to evidence, monitor and evaluate 

pupils learning against the ‘end points’ outlines below, which reflect both the 

requirements of the National Curriculum 2014, and the needs of the children in our school 

context. 

 

Formative Assessment 

Every lesson begins with the ‘Recap and recall’ section which is intended to allow pupils 

retrieval of key knowledge relevant to the upcoming lesson. This section also provides 

teachers with an opportunity to make informal judgements about whether pupils have 

retained prior learning and are ready to move on. 

Each lesson contains the ‘Assessing progress and understanding’ section which helps 

teachers to identify those pupils who are secure in their learning or working at a greater 

depth in each lesson.  

 

Summative Assessment 

Each unit of work assesses children’s understanding and retention of key knowledge using 

an assessment quiz with mixed multiple-choice questions and open-ended questions. 

 

Progression of skills and knowledge in music 

The Progression of knowledge, skills and vocabulary, for Key stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 

and Upper Key Stage 2 are as shown below;  

 

../Ireby/Amy%20King%20-%20Ireby%20Curriculum/Curriculum%20intent%20implementation%20and%20impact%20policy/Curriculum%20intent%20imlementation%20and%20impact%20policy.pdf
../Ireby/Amy%20King%20-%20Ireby%20Curriculum/Curriculum%20intent%20implementation%20and%20impact%20policy/Curriculum%20intent%20imlementation%20and%20impact%20policy.pdf
https://ireby-my.sharepoint.com/personal/amyking_ireby_cumbria_sch_uk/Documents/Ireby%20Curriculum/Music/Progression%20in%20music/M_Standard-Music-Progression-of-KSAV-A4_KP22-20.10.23.pdf


 
 

 



 

 

 

End Points 

Our music curriculum supports every child to, as a minimum, reach a required ‘end point’ 

by the end of each Key Stage. These ‘end points’ reflect both the requirements of the 

National Curriculum 2014, and the needs of the children in our school context. 

 

 

 



End points for the end of Key Stage 1: 
Perform 

 Take part in singing, accurately following a melody. 

 Follow instructions on how and when to sing or play an 

instrument. 

 Make and control long and short sounds, using voice and 

instruments. 

 Imitate changes in pitch. 

Compose 

 Create a sequence of long and short sounds. 

 Clap rhythms. 

 Create a mixture of different sounds (long and short, loud and 

quiet, high and low). 

 Choose sounds to create an effect. 

 Sequence sounds to create an overall effect. 

 Create short, musical patterns. 

 Create short, rhythmic phrases. 

Transcribe 

 Use symbols to represent a composition and use them to help 

with a performance.  

Describe music 

 Identify the beat of a tune. 

 Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and pitch. 

 

End Points for the end of lower Key Stage 2: 
Perform 

 Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

 Sing in tune. 

 Maintain a simple part within a group. 

 Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

 Show control of voice. 

 Play notes on an instrument with care so that they are clear. 

 Perform with control and awareness of others. 

Compose 

 Compose and perform melodic songs. 

 Use sound to create abstract effects. 

 Create repeated patterns with a range of instruments. 

 Create accompaniments for tunes. 

 Use drones as accompaniments. 

 Choose, order, combine and control sounds to create an 

effect. 

 Use digital technologies to compose pieces of music. 

Transcribe 

 Devise non-standard symbols to indicate when to play and 

rest. 

 Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE on the musical stave. 

 Recognise the symbols for a minim, crotchet and semibreve 

and say how many beats they represent. 

Describe music 

 Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture 

and use of silence to describe music. 



 Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify areas of 

likes and dislikes. 

 Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect on mood 

and feelings. 

 

End Points by Upper Key Stage 2 
Perform 

 Sing or play from memory with confidence. 

 Perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 

 Sing or play expressively and in tune. 

 Hold a part within a round. 

 Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately. 

 Sustain a drone or a melodic ostinato to accompany 

singing. 

 Perform with controlled breathing (voice) and skilful 

playing (instrument). 

Compose 

 Create songs with verses and a chorus. 

 Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre 

and duration. 

 Combine a variety of musical devices, including melody, 

rhythm and chords. 

 Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a 

defined effect. 

 Use drones and melodic ostinati (based on 

the pentatonic scale). 

 Convey the relationship between the lyrics and the 

melody. 

 Use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine 

pieces of music. 

Transcribe 

 Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and 

semibreve to indicate how many beats to play. 

 Read and create notes on the musical stave. 

 Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and 

use them in transcribing compositions. 

 Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 

 Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Describe music 

 • Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to 

accurately describe and appraise music including:  

    • pitch  

    • dynamics  

    • tempo  

    • timbre  

    • texture  

    • lyrics and melody  

    • sense of occasion  

    • expressive  

    • solo 

    • rounds 



    • harmonies 

    • accompaniments 

    • drones 

    • cyclic patterns 

    • combination of musical elements 

    • cultural context. 

 • Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of 

music and have social meaning. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation of Effectiveness of this Policy 

The headteacher and music subject leader are responsible for monitoring and evaluating 

the effectiveness of this policy towards meeting our stated vision and aims. This will be 

achieved through: 

The Role of Governors 

Our governors determine, support, monitor and review the school's approach to teaching 

and learning. In particular they: 

▪ support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources 

effectively; 

▪ ensure that the school buildings and premises are used optimally to support 

teaching and learning; 

▪ check teaching methods in the light of health and safety regulations; 

▪ seek to ensure that our staff development and our performance management 

both promote good-quality teaching; 

▪ monitor the effectiveness of the school's teaching and learning approaches 

through the school's self-review processes, which include reports from the 

headteacher, senior leaders and subject leaders, and a review of the continuing 

professional development of staff. 

 

 

Monitoring and review of this policy 

Senior leaders monitor the school's music policy so that we can take account of new 

initiatives and research, developments in technology or any changes in the music 

curriculum. We will therefore review this policy every three years or sooner if required. 

 

 

Activity Frequency 

Lesson observations Our headteacher and music leader will sample music lessons 

during the year 

Pupil voice Samples on music during year 

Collecting and 

evaluating summative 

assessment 

Termly 

Teachers will review learning towards ‘end points’ and 

record data on Scholarpack for evaluation by the subject 

leader 


