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Marking & Feedback Policy 
1. Introduction

Providing high-quality feedback to pupils is integral to effective teaching. Equally, gathering feedback on how well pupils have learned a topic is important in enabling teachers to address any misconceptions and provide the right level of challenge in future lessons.
Marking and feedback are vital to successful teaching and learning; children cannot make accelerated progress if they do not know how to do so. 

Within the Marking Policy Review Group’s report, it states that effective marking and feedback is ‘Manageable, Meaningful and Motivating’ and also that ‘marking should serve a single purpose – to advance pupil progress and outcomes.’

At Isle of Ely Primary we will take a professional approach to the tasks of marking work and giving feedback. We recognise that teachers are best placed to understand what their pupils need to make further progress and trust that they will use their professional judgement to do so. This may take the form of immediate feedback within lessons, extending children’s learning through the use of a next steps question, consolidating children’s learning by giving them further opportunities to practise what they have learnt, providing more support for children through a modelled example or same day intervention or by adjusting the planning of the next lesson to address any misconceptions. Teachers are also best placed to judge which pieces of work need marking more thoroughly than others in the context of their planning sequence in order to have the highest impact on pupil progress and still ensuring that marking is manageable. 
2. Isle of Ely approach to marking

All work is marked against the learning title. Learning titles should always be displayed in class and in books. Once children have achieved what is expected in the lesson, the learning title is ticked (().
If children have not demonstrated that they have achieved the expected standard within the lesson, there is an expectation that they will have a same day intervention or a support/consolidation challenge to be able to do so. We also expect basic skills to be marked in all books regardless of subject e.g. spelling and punctuation. Misspelt words children should be able to spell correctly should be underlined and a small ‘Sp’ written underneath towards the right. Handwriting and presentation should also be monitored. Teachers are best placed to understand which basic skills pupils in their class should be able to use as this will be based on an individual child basis. 
All marking should be written using cursive script in black pen.

We have created a marking code as outlined below which complements the verbal feedback children receive on a daily basis. Unless coded, it is assumed that children have worked independently. Comments should also be written to inform children of their attainment and progress against the learning objective and also provide motivation and / or praise. 
 
3. Marking code
( - Correct/Super! Well done!
( - Incorrect/Have another go

GG – Guided group

TA – Supported by/worked with a TA
VF – Verbal feedback
NS – Next step


C – Consolidate





S – Support


SI – Same day intervention
PA – Peer assessment

SA – Self assessment

Children may be given a challenge to complete in their books as a way to extend, consolidate or support their learning and these challenges should be coded using the marking code. These challenges are based on the individual child’s needs and given in response to formative assessment within or after a lesson. They can be written in books by a teacher or for example in maths, a next step challenge could be a problem stuck into books. Possible next steps should be planned for so that all staff know how they can move a child’s learning on if they have easily achieved the learning objective. Children should complete these challenges using a green pen. 
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	Expectations

	Early years
	All objective led sheets should be marked following the policy. Feedback should be immediate and verbal with annotations where needed. 

	KS1/KS2
	All work should be marked. Children should receive immediate feedback where possible or work should be marked before the next lesson of that subject is taught. Children should also respond to any marking before or at the beginning of the next lesson using green pen.


4. Self and peer assessment
Children are expected to self-assess their work. Teachers should ensure that they regularly plan for opportunities for children to self-assess their work and develop the skills needed for this. In KS1 children should draw a face to show how they felt they achieved in the lesson:


( I understood

( I partly understood

( I didn’t understand

From the end of Year 2 and in KS2 children should write a sentence to explain their self-assessment. Sentence starters provided by teachers might be useful in this instance. 
5. Monitoring and review
We are aware of the need to monitor and update the school’s marking and feedback policy on a  

regular basis, so that we can take account of improvements made in our practice. We will therefore 
review this policy in two years, or earlier if necessary.

Learning title ticked and circled once the next step has been completed.





Child has completed their next step in green pen.





Teacher has used black pen and written using cursive script.





Next step challenge to extend learning.
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