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SENDCO: Christine Mead
Headteacher: Bryony Surtees
SEND Governor: Yvonne Skillern
If you are worried about your child please contact the School Office to make an appointment to see Mrs Mead, who will talk through your concerns via sendco@isleofelyprimary.org/ admin@isleofelyprimary.org
 
SEND Local Offer
What is the Local Offer?
The Children and Families Act places a duty on every Local Authority to publish a Local Offer, setting out in one place information on the provision they expect to be available in their area for children and young people (from 0-25 years) who have SEN and Disabilities (SEND)
It is a ‘front door’ to information on the SEND provision from the Local Authority, Health, schools and settings and the voluntary sector.
The Local Offer has two main purposes:
· to provide clear, comprehensive and accessible information about the support and opportunities that are available; and
· to make provision more responsive to local needs and aspirations by directly involving children and young people with SEND, parents/carers, and service providers in its development and review
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/about-cambridgeshire-s-local-offer 
Isle of Ely’s view
At Isle of Ely, we pride ourselves on being an inclusive and SEND friendly school. Our staff work to make reasonable adjustments within the classroom to ensure all students with SEN can access learning.
We believe:
· all teachers are teachers of all children;
· all children have a right to participate fully in the Curriculum;
· all children have a right to participate in the extra-curricular life of the school;
· Inclusion equates to higher achievement for all children.
What is SEND?
A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability, which calls for special educational provision to be made.
What we offer:
Here at Isle of Ely we follow the graduated model of Assess, Plan, Do, Review [APDR] for all children we feel need support. All teachers, alongside the SENCo are responsible for monitoring progress of all the children, including those with SEND needs. If no progress has been made after three cycles of APDRs, the SENCo will seek further support from outside agencies, such as SEND services or Speech and Language.
We provide numerous forms of support for all children, including those with SEND, such as:
· An online APDR programme which can be accessed by parents at all times.
· Morning sensory circuits
· A sensory room
· Small group interventions with dedicated specialist learning support assistants
· Dyslexia friendly environments and standard
· Neutral learning environments to reduce sensory overload
· A curriculum designed around reducing cognitive overload and embedded in the latest research
· Alternative morning provision for our highest need KS1 children
· Two purpose build Thrive rooms 
Diagnosis: 
· In order to get a child diagnosed with Autism or ADHD, there needs to be at least three cycles of APDR evidence before community paediatrics will even consider a triage. #
· If you think your child may have ADHD, a parenting course and an anxiety/mental health referral needs to take place before any referral to community paediatrics will be considered. This referral can be done through Mrs Godfrey. If, after parents have engaged with the behavioural support and parent courses there are still concerns, we will then consider a referral to community paediatrics. 
· It is important to note that a diagnosis does not necessarily mean support will change in school since most of our needs are met through our fantastic quality first teaching offer and adapting the classroom environment. 
· If parents are considering a diagnosis, it is crucial to consider the impacts of this label on children’s mental health, especially if support may not necessarily change. 

 EHCPS and highest needs:

At Isle of Ely, we follow the ‘Team around the Learner’ approach to support our children with high needs or EHCPS. With this and the large amounts of research to support, we believe that attaching children to one to one learning support assistants can be detrimental to their independence and learning attitudes. We therefore offer a small, alternative provision classroom for our highest need KS1 children, called Beetle Class which is closely supported by Highfields Academy and offers bespoke, adapted curriculum teaching in a small, calm environment. Beetle Class is run by one qualified teacher and three learning support assistants meaning there is a high ratio of adults to learners. The classroom follows the TEACCH endorsed learning approach which is specifically designed for children with special needs and has had great success in past years. Beetle class runs in the mornings only and provides the children with their personalised curriculum learning in order to meet their needs in the best possible way, whilst ensuring their learning is not in any way capped or limited. These children are then integrated very carefully back into their mainstream classrooms in the afternoon to ensure the highest possible levels of inclusion and social interaction. Whilst we do not offer specific one to one learning support assistants for children, those from Beetle Class will have additional adult support available in their classrooms in the afternoons, they may just not have a specific named adult. 

If we as a school feel it is appropriate, our KS2 children with EHCPS or high needs may have additional adults in their classrooms for maths and English and may be supported by interventions learning support assistants in the afternoons. There will not necessarily be a named adult per child as we strongly believe in promoting independence in learning. Children with physical needs are an exception to this and will have a named adult with them for safety purposes. 

As school we are extremely proud of our unique SEN offer and strongly believe it is the best way to support all children with SEND, whilst also promoting independence, inclusion and social interactions. 

Accessibility
How is the school accessible to children with SEND?
 
· Children in SEND needs and EHCPs will be admitted before other children.
· The school is fully compliant with DDA requirements
· The school is on one level with easy access and double doors
· Outside facilities can be accessed via exit doors
· There are four disabled toilets, one with a full changing bed
· We ensure, wherever possible, that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual timetables and larger fonts
· We differentiate our teaching and curriculum, for example, giving longer processing times, pre-teaching of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, etc
· All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils, including our before-and after-school clubs
· All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trip(s)
Mental Health
Isle of Ely strongly believes that children learn best when they are confident in themselves.
We, as a school, acknowledge that mental health needs are becoming increasingly apparent in primary aged children and we offer numerous ways to support children with these needs such as: 

· Two bespoke thrive rooms 
· One full time and one part time thrive practitioner
· A dedicated vulnerable pupils lead
· A sensory room
· A therapeutic behaviour approach embedded in positive relationships

If you feel your child may need support with their mental health, please contact our vulnerable pupils lead Mrs Natalie Godfrey by emailing admin@isleofelyprimary.org
 
 

